MILITARY 

Paralympians bond 
with soldiers on visit 
to South Korean base 

Pages 


MILITARY 

Future site of proposed 
Desert Storm War 
Memorial up in the air 

Page 6 




Loyola-Chicago upsets Tennessee to advance to Sweet 16 » Back) 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripescom 


Volume 76, No. 238 ©ss 2018 MONDAY, March 19, 2018 ll»fE^^*7k7Tg23Si7^ ^«¥ 5 o 500/Free to Deployed Areas 



Fighting for 
his future 

Servicemembers with 
late-career health issues 
can face loss of pension 


By Jennifer H. Svan 


Stars and Stripes 


KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — In 
the end, getting a pension came down to 
days, not years. 

When Jerred Mitchell, a noncommis¬ 
sioned officer at Ramstein Air Base, began 
getting sick more than two years ago, he 
started banking his annual leave. 

Had he not done that, the Air Force 
master sergeant would be facing a medi¬ 
cal retirement without a pension, less than 
three months shy of his 20-year mark. 

“If I didn’t save my leave for the last 
IVi years. I’d be in a different situation,” 
Mitchell said. 

SEE PENSION ON PAGE 4 


You don’t know if you’re 
going to get sick ... and 
get pushed out. f 

Jerred Mitchell 


Jerred Mitchell, an Air Force master 
sergeant assigned to Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, almost lost his pension due to 
being medically retired from the Air Force. 
He managed to just make it past 20 years 
after going through two medical evaluation 
boards and appealing to the secretary of 
the Air Force to be returned to duty, an 
appeal that he lost. 

Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 


Top: Mitchell in 2014, 
before he gained 
weight from the side 
effects of drugs he 
was taking. 


Japan Coast Guard faults both ships in Fitzgerald collision 


By Tyler Hlavac 
AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The Japan Coast Guard has 
recommended negligent homicide 
charges for the USS Fitzgerald’s of¬ 
ficer of the deck and the ACX Crys¬ 
tal’s second officer after a deadly 
collision last year. 


■ Navy funding 
study on sleep 
deprivation’s 
effects upon 
decision-making 
in group setting 
Page 3 


The guidance, announced Thurs¬ 
day, comes after the conclusion of an 
investigation that determined both 
officers were responsible for the 
June 17 incident that killed seven 
Fitzgerald sailors after the destroyer 
crashed into the cargo ship about 60 
miles southwest of Yokosuka. 

Charges of “Causing Death and 
Injury through Negligence in the 


Pursuit of Social Activities and 
Endangering Traffic through Neg¬ 
ligence in the Pursuit of Social 
Activities” were recommended be¬ 
cause both officers were responsible 
for steering their ships at the time 
of the collision, Japan Coast Guard 
spokesman Yoshihito Nakamura told 
Stars and Stripes. 

He said the coast guard would 


not identify the ACX Crystal’s sec¬ 
ond officer out of fairness, because 
the Navy has refused to name the 
Fitzgerald officer. 

Nakamura said the Fitzgerald 
crew is at fault because the Crystal 
was traveling on its right side in ac¬ 
cordance with Preventing Collisions 
at Sea regulations. However, the ACX 
SEE CHARGES ON PAGE 3 
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Exercise preps USAF for worst-case scenarios 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE, 
Germany — Against a back¬ 
drop of rolling hills and farmer’s 
fields in this bucolic corner of 
southwest Germany, the U.S. Air 
Force is practicing for worst-case 
scenarios. 

The base on Thursday night 
wrapped up a two-week exercise 
during which flying ramped up 
day and night. Loud sirens sig¬ 
naled for airmen to take cover 
under desks, among other train¬ 
ing drills. 

It was the largest exercise 
staged at Spangdahlem in more 
than 18 months, but base officials 
said it wasn’t in response to any 
emerging or specific threat. 

Rather, it’s one of many ways 
the Air Force trains to be ready 
for a gambit of possible scenarios, 
from defending the base from at¬ 
tack to quickly launching aircraft 
to help a NATO ally in distress, of¬ 
ficials said. 

“Whether we’re here in Korea 
or in Florida, we’re always mak¬ 
ing sure we can defend the base 
from any adversary, any sort of 
aggression, and also support our 
allies,” said Tech. Sgt. Kyle Beck, a 
member of the 52nd Fighter Wing 
inspector general’s office exercise 
inspection team. 

The exercise featured a lot of 
air power, combining F-16 fighter 
jets from two squadrons — Spang- 
dahlem’s 480th Fighter Squadron 
and those of the visiting 112th 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron. 
The 112th is an Ohio Air National 
Guard unit deployed to Europe 
from Toledo. 

The unit brought with it more 
than 300 airmen and 12 F-16 


Fighting Falcons, wrapping up a 
two-month deployment to Esto¬ 
nia with a few additional weeks 
of training at Spangdahlem, said 
Lt. Col. Greg Barasch, the unit’s 
commander. 

“This kind of brings it all to¬ 
gether for us. We get to work with 
a lot of regional partners, NATO 
allies” in Estonia, Barasch said. 
“And then we get to come here and 
work with a U.S. unit and actually 
tie together some of our mission 
sets to maintain that readiness.” 

While in Estonia, the Ohio Air 
National Guard trained at Amari 
Air Base, flying sorties with part¬ 
ners in the region. The deploy¬ 
ment was part of a theater security 
package under Operation Atlantic 
Resolve to act as a deterrent and 
reassure NATO allies nervous 
about Russian intentions. 

The Ohio pilots, about 60 per¬ 
cent of whom are part-time air¬ 
men, were back in the air almost 
immediately when they arrived 
in Germany, figuring out quickly 
how to train with the Spangda¬ 
hlem fliers, Barasch said. 

Maintainers from both squad¬ 
rons supported the busy flying 
schedule, gaining important les¬ 
sons in the process, they said. 

During the second week of the 
exercise, Capt. Jessica Watts, 
480th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
officer in-charge, said, “We are 
generating more than half the nor¬ 
mal sorties that we would produce 
in a month. 

“By putting so much stress on 
the organization to see how well 
we perform, as leaders it allows us 
to see, ‘Hey, I have an issue here,’ ” 
she said. “You can’t fix what you 
don’t know is broken.” 


svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 



Photos by Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 


Ohio National Guard F-16 fighter jets from the 112th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, deployed to 
Europe from Toledo, prepare for training last Tuesday at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany. 



Left: F-16 pilots with the 4S0th Fighter Squadron suit up before flying during the exercise. Right: Pilots 
from both units listen to a preflight briefing. 
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Navy studies lack of sleep’s 
effects on decision-making 



Courtesy of Monash Institute of Cognitive and Clinical Neurosciences 


The effects of sleep deprivation on decision-making in a group 
setting are being studied in a research project funded by the Navy. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy is funding research 
into how sleep deprivation af¬ 
fects decision-making in a group 
setting, such as among a ship’s 
bridge crew. 

The Office of Naval Research 
Global is sponsoring ground¬ 
breaking research by profes¬ 
sor Sean Drummond with the 
Monash Institute of Cognitive 
and Clinical Neurosciences in 
Australia. 

Little research exists on how 
and to what extent lack of sleep 
affects a group while its members 
are collectively analyzing data 
and making decisions, the Navy 
said Thursday in a statement. 
The effects of sleep deprivation 
on individual performance have 
been extensively documented. 

“From high op-tempo Navy 
special warfare missions, to 
Sailors on extended watch on 
ships, to long-duration flights or 
Marines in theater, the issue of 
sleep loss is critical to the per¬ 
formance and well-being of our 
warfighters,” Capt. Kevin Quar- 
derer, ONR Global commander, 
said in the statement. “Professor 


Drummond’s research will play 
a key role in understanding and 
enhancing their endurance and 
combat effectiveness.” 

The Navy has more deeply 
scrutinized the ill effects of sleep 
deprivation in the wake of two 
separate deadly collisions by the 
guided-missile destroyers USS 
Fitzgerald and USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain last summer in which 17 
sailors died. 

A Navy comprehensive review 
issued in October assigned some 
of the blame for the collisions to 
crew fatigue due to poor sleep 
patterns. 

Lack of sleep has been found 
to profoundly affect work per¬ 
formance, which can decline as 
much as 30 percent after the first 
sleep-deprived night and up to 60 
percent after the second consecu¬ 
tive such night, the Navy review 
said. 

Participants in Drummond’s 
study will be monitored during 
waking hours by wearing eye¬ 
tracking devices that measure 
attention as they perform tasks, 
such as focusing their gaze on 
moving images on a computer 
screen while at the same time 
ignoring distractions, the Navy 


said. 

Participants will also wear 
EEG, or electroencephalogram, 
headsets that measure brain ac¬ 
tivity from the cerebral cortex, 
the control center of memory, at¬ 
tention and perception, the Navy 
said. 

“Professor Drummond’s team 
is taking a systematic approach 
to studying fatigue and circadian 
rhythm disruption, and how it 
impacts decision-making in com¬ 
plex tasks,” Dr. Jason Wong, ONR 
Global’s science director, said in 
the statement. “This research 
will provide insight that can be 
applied by our Sailors and Ma¬ 
rines, who often have to work long 
hours in less-than-optimal sleep 
environments, and we expect it 
will improve their cognitive and 
physical health.” 

The participants will be roused 
without proper sleep toward the 
end of the study regimen and 
then perform group exercises, 
during which their decision¬ 
making ability and processes 
are monitored. They are tasked 
with reaching consensus after 
reviewing various discrete bits 
of information and then outlining 
the reasoning process supporting 


their decisions. 

“Such experiments will allow 
us to compare decision-making 
abilities after a well-rested state 
and after sleep disruption and 
circadian misalignment,” Drum¬ 
mond said in the Navy statement. 
“This is important because, dur¬ 
ing military engagements, you 
must make fast decisions — de¬ 
ploying resources, reacting to the 
enemy — at all hours of the day, 
while processing information 
from many sources.” 

Drummond worked as a staff 


psychologist at the VA San Diego 
Healthcare System from 2005 to 
2014 and has been at the Monash 
School of Psychological Sciences 
as a professor of clinical neuro¬ 
science since December 2014, ac¬ 
cording to his faculty biography. 

His clinical research has fo¬ 
cused on the treatment of insom¬ 
nia, and other areas of research 
have examined the interaction of 
sleep, sleep disruption and psy¬ 
chiatric symptoms. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Charges: Officer involved in Fitzgerald crash may avoid civilian charges 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Crystal is also to blame because it failed 
to take any action to avoid the incident, he 
added. 

US. Forces Japan told Stars and Stripes 
in a statement Thursday that it is aware of 
Japan’s intent to pursue legal action. 

“The sailors involved in the collision 
were performing their official duties at the 
time,” the statement said. “Pursuant to the 
Status of Forces Agreement between the 
US. and Japan, the US. has the primary 
right to exercise jurisdiction for offenses 
arising out of any act or omission done in 
the performance of official duties.” 

Japanese media are speculating that 


prosecutors will drop the case against the 
Fitzgerald sailor because of that caveat. 

A Navy report released last year said the 
Fitzgerald’s officer of the deck “exhibited 
poor seamanship by failing to maneuver as 
required, failing to sound the danger signal 
and failing to attempt to contact [the ACX 
Crystal] on Bridge to Bridge radio.” 

The unnamed sailor also “did not call the 
commanding officer as appropriate and 
prescribed by Navy procedures to allow 
him to exercise more senior oversight and 
judgment of the situation,” the report said. 

The officer of the deck and bridge team 
also “failed to comply with the Internation¬ 
al Rules of the Nautical Road,” the report 
said, adding that the destroyer was travel¬ 


ing at an unsafe speed and failed to maneu¬ 
ver early, notify other ships of danger and 
take proper actions. 

The Navy announced in January that 
Cmdr. Bryce Benson — who helmed the 
Fitzgerald during the incident and was in¬ 
jured in the crash — had been charged with 
dereliction of duty, hazarding a vessel and 
negligent homicide. Two unnamed lieuten¬ 
ants and one lieutenant junior grade from 
the ship face similar charges. 

Article 32 hearings for sailors involved 
in both the Fitzgerald incident and a later 
collision that killed 10 USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain sailors near Singapore were sched¬ 
uled to begin earlier this month. However, 


those have been postponed to an unspeci¬ 
fied date after defense attorneys asked for 
more time. 

Cmdr. Alfredo Sanchez, former com¬ 
mander of the McCain, faces the same 
charges as Benson. Both leaders were re¬ 
lieved of their duties last year. 

A chief petty officer from the McCain 
is facing one charge of dereliction of duty. 
The executive officers of both ships and 
several sailors from the Fitzgerald were 
also relieved of their duties due to “poor 
seamanship and flawed teamwork,” a Navy 
statement said. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


Navy releases names of pilots killed in Florida Super Hornet crash 


By Kat Bouza 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has identified the 
two pilots killed when their F/A- 
18F Super Hornet crashed into 
the sea near Key West, Fla., on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Lt. Cmdr. James Brice Johnson 
and Lt. Caleb Nathaniel King — 
both assigned to the “Blacklions” 
of Strike Fighter Squadron 213 at 
Naval Air Station Oceana — died 
after the aircraft went down on 
final approach to Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion Key West about 4:30 p.m. 
The squadron was conducting 
training in the area at the time of 
the crash. 

“The entire Blacklion Family 


is grieving the loss of two great 
Americans,” Cmdr. Kevin Robb, 
the unit’s commander, said in a 
Navy statement. “Lt. Cmdr. John¬ 
son and Lt. King were phenome¬ 
nal young men, exceptional naval 
aviators, and were living models 
of what honor, courage and com¬ 
mitment really mean.” 

Johnson was piloting the Super 
Hornet at the time of the incident, 
while King was serving as weap¬ 
ons systems operator, the Navy 
said. Both men had ejected from 
the aircraft. 

The Super Hornet appeared to 
suffer from a mechanical failure, 
witnesses said. 

“It looked like it was going to 
land on the runway, and then 


the whole plane went sideways,” 
local resident Barbie Wilson told 
The Associated Press. “And then 
I saw fire, and it dropped out of 
the sky.” 

The wreckage remains in the 
water as the Navy’s Mishap In¬ 
vestigation Board prepares to 
launch a probe into the cause of 
the crash. 

“Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the families and squadron 
mates of these two aviators,” Rear 
Adm. Roy Kelley, commander of 
Naval Air Force Atlantic, said in 
a statement. “A full investigation 
will be conducted to discover the 
cause of this mishap.” 

bouza.kat@stripes.com 


Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Lt. Cmdr. James Brice Johnson, left, and Lt. Caleb Nathaniel King 
were killed when their F/Arl8F Super Hornet crashed Wednesday. 
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Pension: Ramstein NCO’s symptoms baffled doctors 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

On Feb. 22, a board acting on behalf of 
the secretary of the Air Force denied his 
appeal to return to duty, directing that he 
be medically retired due to a rare disorder 
that can cause recurring blood clots. 

Mitchell stood to lose his pension, an 
annual lifetime retirement benefit that 
military personnel qualify for after serv¬ 
ing 20 years on active duty. For Mitchell, 
that comes to $19,459 a year after taxes, 
he said. 

Mitchell’s case highlights the vulnerabili¬ 
ty of servicemembers struggling with health 
issues in the twilight of their careers. 

As servicemembers age and years of 
service take a heavy toll on their bodies. 
Pentagon regulations offer no protection 
or sanctuary from separation on medical 
grounds, regardless of how near to retire¬ 
ment they might be. That means a pension 
rewarding a long, respectable career can 
vanish if a servicemember becomes unex¬ 
pectedly ill or develops a physically debili¬ 
tating condition before reaching 20 years. 

Mitchell fretted for months while the Air 
Force weighed his future. In September, he 
filed an appeal to the secretary of the Air 
Force asking that he be returned to duty 
after two Air Force physical evaluation 
boards ruled last year that he should be 
medically retired. 

He was told he might hear back from the 
secretary’s office within one to four months. 
It took more than six months. 

Mitchell finally learned last month that 
his appeal was denied. But after a few more 
anxious days, he found out he’ll get past the 
20-year mark. 

Months of fighting for his pension and 
waiting for answers paid off; the Air Force’s 
slow pace of administrative action worked 
to Mitchell’s advantage. 

The days of leave Mitchell saved, plus 
extra time granted to him for outprocessing 
and house hunting by his command put him 
over the hump. 

After taking into account Mitchell’s leave 
and other time he’s due, the Air Force Per¬ 
sonnel Center approved his medical retire¬ 
ment for Aug. 31, three months past his 
20-year mark of May 13. 

A sliver of compassion 

Though uncommon, getting discharged 
between 19 and 20 years on medical 
grounds does happen. 

During the past five years, 69 active- 


duty airmen and 34 Air Force Reserve and 
Air National Guard members were medi¬ 
cally discharged with 19 years of service, 
officials said. 

Most received a medical retirement, 
while a few were discharged with sever¬ 
ance pay only. In both sets of circumstanc¬ 
es, the airmen would not receive a separate 
military pension. 

Military defense attorney David Shel¬ 
don, of Washington, has worked a few simi¬ 
lar cases, he said, including a current one 
representing an airman with 18y2 years of 
service. The Air Force is trying to separate 
him for disability at 20 percent despite the 
airman having support from his command 
for retention, Sheldon said. 

Sheldon expects cases like this to rise, 
given the Pentagon’s new policy announced 
last month intended to force out most ser¬ 
vicemembers who are unable to deploy 
within 12 months. 

Given the tougher retention standards, 
Mitchell knew his chances of a favorable 
decision were slim. But he was hoping for 
a sliver of compassion from the Strategic 
Air Force folks. He had support from his 
commander to stay in and, realistically, he 
had too little time of obligated service re¬ 
maining to deploy. 

Mitchell was willing to hang up his uni¬ 
form this spring. He told the Air Force, “I 
just want to stay in till my 20-year mark 
and then I’ll retire. And they said, ‘No.’” 

Sanctuary for some 

U.S. Code 1176 protects servicemem¬ 
bers nearing 20 years of service — and 
retirement eligibility — from being dis¬ 
charged or denied re-enlistment without 
just cause. 

“Generally, what it addresses, once 
you’re over 18 years, local commanders” 
can’t issue an administrative discharge for 
lower-level misconduct, said Eric Mayer, 
an attorney in Kansas City, Kan., who spe¬ 
cializes in military law. “You can still do 
a knuckleheaded thing and get kicked out. 
It just has to go to a much higher level of 
approval.” 

But the federal sanctuary law doesn’t 
extend to medical cases, officials said. 

Servicemembers “pending an approved 
or mandatory retirement are presumed fit 
for duty and must meet a higher standard 
to be found unfit for continued service,” 
said Michael Dickerson, Air Force Per¬ 


sonnel Center spokesman. “However, so- 
called sanctuary provisions do not apply 
for servicemembers with 18 to 20 years of 
service if found unfit for continued service 
due to medical disability.” 

The nuance in the law isn’t widely un¬ 
derstood, Mitchell discovered. When he 
reached out to fellow airmen and veterans 
for advice, he kept hearing: “Oh, you’re 
good, you’re in sanctuary. Nope, you don’t 
have to worry about nothing.” 

Finally, a diagnosis 

Mitchell always intended to stay in the 
Air Force beyond 20 years. 

Now 40, Mitchell’s career has stretched 
past 23 years, including his Reserve and 
Guard duty. He joined the Army when he 
was 17 and spent three years as a field 
artilleryman. He then did brief stints in 
the Army Reserve, Army National Guard, 
Air Force National Guard and Air Force 
Reserves. He enlisted in the Air Force in 
2001, working in project and computer 
systems planning and implementation 
until 2009, when his career field merged 
into cable and antenna systems craftsman. 
Along the way, he deployed four times, 
including twice to Iraq during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

Mitchell’s career was humming along 
until late 2016, when his left leg began to 
swell. Soon afterward, tests revealed deep 
vein thrombosis. The blood clots in his leg 
moved to his lungs, while the clots in his 
leg kept worsening, even after Mitchell 
went on blood thinners. 

Doctors were baffled. 

By January 2017, Mitchell finally re¬ 
ceived a diagnosis: antiphospholipid syn¬ 
drome, a rare autoimmune system disorder 
that causes an increased risk of blood clots. 
There’s currently no cure. 

Around the same time, Mitchell began 
experiencing back pain. For years, he 
had minor aches in his back and legs, 
which intensified after his blood disorder 
developed. 

“I can’t sit or stand too long,” he said. “I 
can’t stand in formation anymore.” 

The blood clots in Mitchell’s lungs au¬ 
tomatically triggered a medical board re¬ 
view, he said. 

The deployment availability working 
group at Ramstein was first to review his 
medical condition, recommending that he 
be returned to duty, Mitchell said. 


But the Air Force Personnel Center de¬ 
termines whether a member should be 
returned to duty — sometimes with an 
assignment limitation code — or be put 
through a full medical evaluation board 
review, according to the Air Force. The 
AFPC opted for the board review in Mitch¬ 
ell’s case. 

That triggered an informal physical 
evaluation board and, later, a formal physi¬ 
cal evaluation board review at Randolph 
Air Force Base, Texas. 

For his lower back pain and blood dis¬ 
order, the boards assigned him a disabil¬ 
ity rating of 40 percent and recommended 
permanent retirement. 

Mitchell appealed the ruling to the Sec¬ 
retary of the Air Force in mid-September. 

Mitchell’s medical records describe his 
duty and mobility restrictions. He can’t 
run and he can’t lift more than 40 pounds. 
His health care provider recommended he 
be allowed to work half-days as the mission 
allows and wear comfortable shoes. 

The disorder has taxed Mitchell’s body. 
This past year, he was up to two dozen 
medications a day to control his symptoms, 
and he has gained 60 pounds in two years 
from the drugs’ side effects. 

Mitchell also had letters of support 
from airmen and civilians with whom he’s 
worked, including his current commander, 
Lt. Col. Steven Brummitt. 

In his letter to the board, Brummitt 
said Mitchell was one of his most produc¬ 
tive communication planners, someone he 
leaned on for his expertise, leadership and 
problem solving. 

“Bottom line: MSgt Mitchell is adding 
value to my organization despite his medi¬ 
cal condition,” Brummitt wrote. “He is in 
the perfect ‘desk’ job to support his physi¬ 
cal limitations. ...” 

Incompatible’ 

The physical evaluation board findings 
zeroed in on Mitchell’s autoimmune dis¬ 
order, stating the condition posed “obvi¬ 
ous medical risk” to Mitchell’s health and 
imposed “unreasonable requirements” on 
the military “to maintain or protect” him. 

His back pain, meanwhile, rendered him 
unable to deploy, meet physical fitness re¬ 
quirements and perform common military 
tasks, the boards’ members ruled. 

SEE PENSION ON PAGE 5 
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1t's a primal thing' 


us soldiers in Germany celebrate with 
well-placed punches on St. Patrick’s Day 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and stripes 

VILSECK, Germany — Soldiers in Ger¬ 
many didn’t just get pinched for not wear¬ 
ing green this Saint Patrick’s Day. Some of 
them duked it out in the ring to celebrate on 
Saturday. 

The U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Day Boxing Invitational included 21 
bouts between soldiers from all over Ger¬ 
many fighting for their bases. 

“A lot of great boxers got their start in the 
Army, fighting at events just hke this,” said 
garrison Sgt. Mgj. Michael Sutterfield, who 
cited several Olympic boxers who started 
boxing in the Army. “My own grandfather 
used to box in the Army. This is a proud 
tradition.” 

Home team Vilseck won the day, scoring 
the most overall points in the slugfest. Stutt¬ 
gart trailed close behind, winning several 
fights as well, followed by underdog Grafen- 
woehr. The night was full of great bouts. 

One highlight was when Vilseck’s Jose 
McSherry dropped his opponent, fellow 
Vilseck fighter Colby Auman, with a mean 
right hook. “I owe the win to knocking him 
down in the second round,” McSherry said. 
“I did what I could, and I’m glad I could 
entertain everyone here.” Fighting comes 
naturally to him and the rest of the soldiers, 
he said. “It’s a primal thing.” 

Another great bout was when Grafen- 
woehr’s Robert Hasslocher knocked his op¬ 
ponent, Stuttgart’s Matias Sanchez, down 
with a sohd uppercut, which just put him 
over the edge for a win in a very close fight. 

“It was a good fight against a great oppo¬ 
nent,” Hasslocher said. “It’s a soldier’s duty 
to fight.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 



Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Calvin Collins, right, fighting out of Grafenwoehr, Germany, lands a jab on Vilseck’s Jonathon Martinez during the U.S. Army 
Garrison Bavaria St. Patrick’s Day Boxing Invitational on Saturday in Vilseck, Germany. 


Pension: Investing in the DOD retirement system recommended 


FROM PAGE 4 

Dickerson said the Air Force 
could not comment on a specific 
case due to privacy concerns. But 
he said that fitness for continued 
military duty is based on numer¬ 
ous factors, including but not 
limited to years of service, rank, 
career field, the effect of the 
medical condition on duties, fit¬ 
ness limitations, deployment and 
assignment requirements, treat¬ 
ment history and prognosis. 

Mitchell asked the SAF Per¬ 
sonnel Council — charged with 
reviewing and acting on military 
personnel matters requiring sec¬ 
retarial-level review — to return 
him to duty. 

The council denied his request, 
underscoring Mitchell’s blood 
disorder and “high utilization of 
medical resources.” It noted that 
Mitchell had 30 medical visits in 
November and 10 medical visits 
in December, requiring a range 
of medical specialties, including 
hematology, rheumatology, pulm¬ 
onology, podiatry and cardiology. 

“The Board determined that 
the member’s extensive require¬ 
ments for medical specialty fol¬ 
low-up were incompatible with 
worldwide service and therefore 
unfitting,”’ the council wrote in 
its decision letter. 

There’s no mention of Mitch¬ 


ell’s looming retirement date. 

Mission comes first 

An Air Force doctor who spoke 
to Stars and Stripes on condition 
of anonymity because she was 
not authorized to speak about the 
physical evaluation board pro¬ 
cess said the decision to retain 
or medically discharge an air¬ 
man is not up to his or her doctor. 
The doctor presents information 
about the servicemember’s medi¬ 
cal condition, the prognosis and 
treatment. 

“The gentlemanly thing to do 
would be to let him get to 20,” said 
the doctor, who was familiar with 
Mitchell’s case. But, “ultimately, 
the mission comes first.” 

From 2013 to 2017, four ac¬ 
tive-duty members and one Re¬ 
serve member with 19 years of 
active service were medically 
discharged with severance pay 
as opposed to medically retired, 
Dickerson said. 

Disability severance is a one¬ 
time lump sum payment, equal to 
two months’ of basic pay for each 
year of service, according to the 
Defense Finance and Accounting 
Service. 

In the same time period, 65 
active-duty members and 33 Re¬ 
serve or Guard members were 
medically retired with 19 years 


of service. That represents 1 per¬ 
cent of medically retired cases 
during that time frame. Dicker- 
son said. 

Medical retirement entitles ser- 
vicemembers to lifetime medical 
coverage and a monthly payment 
based on one’s disability rating 
and years of active service. De¬ 
pending on the disability rating, 
military medical retirement pay 
can be offset by the amount of dis¬ 
ability compensation a member 
receives from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

In the Marine Corps, four Ma¬ 
rines in the past five years were 
medically discharged after serv¬ 
ing between 19 and 20 years, of¬ 
ficials said. The Army and Navy 
did not provide numbers. 

A more secure future 

Reaching 20 years was huge for 
Mitchell. 

As a medical retiree with less 
than 20 years, he would not have 
been eligible to collect VA and 
Department of Defense disabil¬ 
ity pay, which are paid from two 
different buckets of money. He 
would have taken the higher of 
the two, which would have been 
$3,270 a month from the VA for 
a 100 percent disability rating. 
The VA disability rating is high¬ 
er because it accounts for all of 


Mitchell’s ailments, not just those 
affecting his ability to do his mili¬ 
tary job. It is not taxable by the 
federal government. 

With 20 years under his belt, 
Mitchell will still receive VA dis¬ 
ability pay, plus a pension. 

It’s a difference of about 
$20,000 a year after taxes. 

The pension is peace of mind, 
a safety net for his family if his 
condition continues to deteriorate 
and he’s unable to work, Mitchell 
said. The VA can always down¬ 
grade his disability rating and 
reduce his VA disability pay, he 
said. 

Mitchell, his wife, Joanna, and 
his two school-age kids plan to 
move about an hour outside of 
Dayton, Ohio, near Wright-Pat- 
terson Air Force Base. 

His message to other service- 
members: Don’t put all your eggs 
in one basket. Consider investing 
in the Pentagon’s new blended re¬ 
tirement system, similar to a ci¬ 
vilian 401(k) plan. It allows you to 
leave the military with an estab¬ 
lished retirement account even if 
you do not retire. 

“You don’t know if you’re going 
to get sick... and get pushed out,” 
Mitchell said. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Wiesbaden club 
for women holds 
annual bazaar 


By Dan Stoutamire 
Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — The Wiesbaden 
German-American Women’s Club hosted its 69th 
annual spring charity bazaar on Saturday at Wies¬ 
baden’s Kurhaus colonnade — an iconic structure 
dating back to the city’s heyday as a holiday desti¬ 
nation for Europe’s elite. 

The bazaar is the club’s most important char¬ 
ity event of the year, said American club President 
Cindee Huwe, whose husband 
works in the area for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
“Charity work for our club 
I j u' • always been very impor- 

' WUndorbar. " tant, and a feeling of wanting 
Col Todd Fish community. 


This is 
I absoiuteiy 


rnmmanHpr 11 c; to help people, and this is our 
W Garrison fundraiser,” Huwe 

vviesoaoen miUions of dol¬ 

lars for charity.” 

Despite frigid weather, a crowd waited for the 
doors to open at 10 a.m. 

Huwe said the bazaar’s cafeteria, where club mem¬ 
bers were selhng pastries, breads and coffee, was the 
biggest earner, but there was also a champagne bar, 
a raffle and several flea market stalls selling books, 
clothing, souvenirs, glassware and other items. 

Col. Todd Fish, commander of U.S. Army Garri¬ 
son Wiesbaden, said he was impressed with the work 
of the women’s club, which he said was an important 
part of bringing the garrison and the local commu¬ 
nity together. 

“This is absolutely wunderbar,” Fish told volun¬ 
teers and visitors just before the event opened. “What 
a fantastic organization, a great club, and all the work 
that you do, that you put back into the community. I’m 
speechless. It helps both our communities grow.” 

Gathering the items for sale was a monthslong pro¬ 
cess, Huwe said. The group has worked closely with 
the local Salvation Army charity since January to 
collect the clothing, books and other goods. 

stoutamire.dandistripes.com 



Photos by Dan SrouTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 

Visitors to the 69th annual Wiesbaden German- 
American Women’s Club spring charity bazaar 
shop for clothes at the Kurhaus in Wiesbaden on 
Saturday. 



People browse through books on sale at the event, 
which has been held every spring since the 1940s 
to raise money for local charities. 


Third-grader with knife at Va. school on 
Army installation detained; no injuries 


Location of future 
Desert Storm War 
Memorial unclear 


By Jennifer Svan 
AND Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

A third-grade student brought 
a pocketknife to Fort Belvoir El¬ 
ementary School in Virginia on 
Thursday and may have threat¬ 
ened other students with it, ac¬ 
cording to parents critical of the 
school’s response and to base 
officials. 

No injuries were reported, but 
the student “allegedly indicated 
an intent to use the pocketknife, 
possibly to harm self and others,” 
according to a statement from the 
Fort Belvoir garrison commander 
posted on its Facebook site Thurs¬ 
day night. 

Children of military personnel 
attend the school on Fort Belvoir 
but it is not part of the Department 
of Defense Education Activity, the 
U.S. military’s school system. 

The incident prompted concern 
from some parents, who criticized 
the school for failing to notify 
them sooner and not being forth¬ 
coming about the seriousness of 
the episode. 

According to posts on the Face- 


book page, a parent shared an 
alert from school officials about 
3:45 p.m. Thursday. Pohce were 
called to the school shortly before 
1 p.m., according to a law enforce¬ 
ment spokeswoman. 

“This afternoon, one of our stu¬ 
dents took out a pocketknife and 
showed it to classmates,” read the 
shared message from Fort Belvoir 
Elementary School. “Staff mem¬ 
bers removed it from the student, 
and the appropriate authorities 
were contacted. Our students were 
not in danger, but we wanted to 
make you aware of this incident.” 

People identifying themselves 
as parents of children at the school 
said on Facebook that they were 
alarmed to hear details from their 
kids when they picked them up 
that didn’t match what the school 
initially reported. 

“This was definitely a scary mo¬ 
ment, and having to read about it 
on [Facebook] as well as children 
telling us details is unacceptable,” 
one commenter said. 

The garrison statement said the 
parental notification came from 
Fairfax County Pubhc Schools. 

The Fort Belvoir Police Depart¬ 


ment, Fairfax County Police De¬ 
partment and emergency services 
responded to the incident, accord¬ 
ing to the garrison statement. 
Upon arrival, the student was 
located and the knife was confis¬ 
cated and secured, the statement 
said. The student was removed 
from the premises. 

The Fairfax pohce said Friday 
that they responded to the school 
at 12:57 p.m. after a report of a 
child with a knife. There were no 
reports of injuries. 

Fairfax County referred addi¬ 
tional questions to the Fort Bel¬ 
voir Pohce Department, which is 
the lead pohce agency on the case. 
A spokeswoman for Fort Belvoir 
pohce referred all comments to 
the school district, saying they 
couldn’t share details because 
it was a school matter. A call re¬ 
questing comment from the Fair¬ 
fax Pubhc School System wasn’t 
immediately returned. 

The incident remains under 
investigation. 

svan.jennifer(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—The location 
of the future Desert Storm War 
Memorial remains unclear after 
one of the commissions tasked 
with choosing the site voted 
against organizers’ top choice 
Thursday. 

The U.S. Commission on Fine 
Arts voted 5-1 to build the me¬ 
morial at a waterfront location 
on the historic Belvedere, a por¬ 
tion of land at the western end of 
Constitution Avenue in northwest 
Washington. It noted the site’s vi¬ 
sual connection to Arlington Na¬ 
tional Cemetery, which is across 
the Potomac River. 

“That was not the one we 
were hoping for,” said Scott 
Stump, president of the National 
Desert Storm War Memorial 
Association. 

Stump and other memorial or¬ 
ganizers met with the Commis¬ 
sion on Fine Arts three times in 
the past year to present their case 
for a memorial location on the 
National Mall near 23rd Street 
and Constitution Avenue. 

President Donald Trump 
signed a resolution in March 
2017 approving a Desert Storm 
and Desert Shield memorial on 
federal land in Washington. The 
association is responsible for 
all aspects of the memorial, in¬ 
cluding fundraising, design and 
construction. The memorial is 
expected to be completed by 2021 
and to cost about $25 million. 

At a hearing in October, histori¬ 
ans, lawmakers and retired four- 
star Army Gen. Ronald Griffith 
pleaded with commissioners, 
arguing the new memorial de¬ 
served a close connection to the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on 
the Mall. 

“The leaders who served in 
Desert Storm, we were all low- 
ranking to mid-grade officers 
during the Vietnam War, and 
we drew some lessons,” Griffith 
said in October. “I would love to 
be able to have that monument 
somewhere that I could walk 
from where we left our buddies 
in Vietnam to the memorial that 
says, ‘Here is where we ended up. 
This is where we left it.’” 

Though the Commission on 
Fine Arts voted against that idea 
Thursday, the National Capital 
Planning Commission also has a 
say. Both commissions must ap¬ 
prove of the memorial’s location 
and design. 

The National Capital Planning 
Commission is expected to take 
up the issue April 5 at its next 
meeting. In December, the NCPC 
said the waterfront site—selected 
by the Commission on Fine Arts 
— is challenging to access and 
“has limited opportunity for con¬ 
templative space.” However, like 


It’s a little bit 
frustrating. However, 
I’m confident that 
the process will work 
itself through and that 
it’s going to come out 
in our favor, f 

Scott Stump 

president of the National Desert Storm 
War Memorial Association 


the Commission on Fine Arts, the 
NCPC highlighted its connection 
to Arlington National Cemetery. 

Thomas Luebke, secretary of 
the Commission on Fine Arts, 
said if the commissions disagree 
about the site, “it will have to be 
worked out” with memorial orga¬ 
nizers and stakeholders. 

Stump said Thursday that he 
and other organizers were consid¬ 
ering other options, which include 
consulting with the National Park 
Service. 

Stump has been involved in the 
effort to build the National Desert 
Storm Memorial for eight years, 
and narrowing down potential 
sites has taken more than two 
years. The group of organizers 
started with 100 locations. 

“It’s not a done deal at this 
point,” Stump said. “There’s a lot 
of people wanting to know what’s 
happening. It’s a little bit frus¬ 
trating. However, I’m confident 
that the process will work itself 
through and that it’s going to 
come out in our favor.” 

Organizers were at least 
pleased, that the commission 
didn’t vote for their least favorite 
option — a site at Walt Whitman 
Park, Stump said. 

A final design for the memorial 
is also uncertain. 

Arguing against the water¬ 
front site selected by the Com¬ 
mission on Fine Arts, Stump said 
there would be a symbolic dis¬ 
connect between the view of the 
Potomac River and what troops 
experienced in the desert of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Organizers want the memorial 
to include elements that would re¬ 
mind visitors of the Kuwaiti des¬ 
ert. A proposed design includes a 
curved limestone wall enveloping 
an inner memorial space. 

The National Park Service is 
asking for public input on what 
the memorial should look like. 
Through April 13, anyone can 
offer their opinions on the design 
by going to parkplanning.nps.gov. 
A public meeting to discuss the 
design is set for March 27. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Graveside salute offered to 'guardian angel' 

Last living Medal of Honor recipient from Iwo Jima honors Marine who covered him 



Wyatt OcsoN/Stars and Stripes 


Hershel “Woody” Williams salutes Saturday before the gravesite of Charles G. 

Fischer, a Marine Corps rifleman who died in Iwo Jima while providing covering fire for 
Williams. Williams learned of Fischer’s identity and location only months ago. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

HONOLULU — Seventy-three years ago 
on the island of Iwo Jima, Hershel “Woody” 
Williams randomly chose several fellow 
Marines to give him rifle cover as he made 
a one-man charge with his flamethrower 
against a network of Japanese pillboxes. 

He spent four hours unleashing flames 
into the pillboxes that had stymied ad¬ 
vance for days, racing back to the Marine 
Corps lines to refuel the flamethrower and 
then running again into battle — all while 
covered by only four riflemen. 

Williams was ultimately awarded the 
Medal of Honor on Feb. 23,1945, for “con¬ 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty,” as the official citation describes 
it. He “daringly went forward alone to at¬ 
tempt the reduction of devastating ma¬ 
chine-gun fire” coming out of reinforced 
concrete pillboxes, on which bazooka and 
mortar rounds had no effect. 

At one point, Williams mounted a pillbox, 
stuck the flamethrower’s nozzle through 
an air vent and killed the enemy within it. 

Two of the Marines covering Williams 
died that day, but he never knew their 
names and never knew where their re¬ 
mains rested until just a few months ago. 

On Saturday, Williams, with the Medal 
of Honor hanging around his neck, stood 
over the Hawaii grave of Charles G. Fisch¬ 
er, one of those “guardian angels” who 
helped him survive that day and is buried 
in the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific, nicknamed the Punchbowl. 

He saluted the Marine, who died a pri¬ 
vate first class that day, and then slowly 
bent down and placed a purple lei upon his 
headstone. 

“I have always said I’m just the caretak¬ 
er of it,” Williams said later of the Medal 
of Honor. “It belongs to them. They sacri¬ 
ficed for it. I didn’t.” 

Twenty-seven Medals of Honor were 
awarded to men who fought on Iwo Jima; 
Williams is the last recipient still alive. 

Williams was in Hawaii to dedicate a 


Gold Star Families Memorial Monument 
at the Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery 
in Kaneohe. The monument was initiated 
by Williams through the organization he 
founded, the Hershel Woody Williams 
Medal of Honor Foundation. This is the 
foundation’s 33rd monument to be dedi¬ 
cated; they recognize the sacrifices made 
by families who have lost loved ones in the 
service of their country. 

After the Saturday morning dedica¬ 
tion, Williams, 94, visited the Punchbowl 
Cemetery in Honolulu, where the remains 
of hundreds of servicemembers who died 
during World War II are interred. 

Patrick O’Leary, a foundation board 
member whom Williams has dubbed his 
“research guru,” sleuthed the identity of 
Fischer by poring through hundreds of 
military documents concerning the Iwo 
Jima campaign waged in February and 
March 1945. Using five witness statements 
that had been given in the course of recom¬ 
mending Williams for the Medal of Honor, 


O’Leary was able to reliably pinpoint the 
company the riflemen were in and found 
that only a corporal and a private first class 
had been killed that day. 

“It just has to be them,” O’Leary said. 
“Nothing else fits.” 

Last fall he tracked down Fischer’s 
gravesite in the National Memorial Cem¬ 
etery of the Pacific. The other Marine is 
buried in Long Island, N.Y. 

Williams also visited for the first time the 
grave of Vernon Waters, a fellow Marine 
and close friend who died on Iwo Jima. 

They had become very close in the lead- 
up to the Iwo Jima campaign, fostering a 
feeling of devotion in Williams so strong 
that he ultimately risked court-martial. 

While on the island of Guam, Waters and 
Williams had made a pact that should ei¬ 
ther of them be killed, the other would re¬ 
turn their rings to family members. 

William’s girlfriend had given him a ring 
with a “wee, tiny little ruby” in it before he 
left for the Marine Corps. 


“Wasn’t as big as a pea but wasn’t as lit¬ 
tle as a pinhead,” he said. “It was just plain 
metal and could turn your finger green be¬ 
cause it was just metal. She gave me that 
ring and said, ‘Every time you look at that, 
you think of me.’ 

“Her name was Ruby,” he said. “Psycho¬ 
logically, it worked.” 

Waters’ father had given him a ring that 
he wore on his index finger because his 
ring and middle fingers were congenitally 
fused, Williams said. 

The two Marines shook hands and 
agreed to the mutual return. 

Waters was killed by mortar fire on 
Iwo Jima, and Williams found his body 
“stretched out on the ground,” he said. 

“And there’s that ring,” he said. “I have 
to get that ring. 

“We’d been told over and over by the 
Marine Corps leaders, you never, ever take 
anything off a dead Marine’s body. That’s a 
court-martial offense. You do not do that.” 

But there was that bond, he said, and so 
he worked the ring off his friend’s battle- 
stained hands, which left an obvious white 
circle where the Pacific sun had not shined 
for two years. 

“I knew someone was going to see that, 
so I got some dirt and rubbed on it and that 
didn’t do much, so I spit in my hand and 
made some mud and covered it all back up,” 
he said. “I stuck the ring in my pocket.” 

In late 1945, he was back in the States 
without a job, no car, very little money and 
a new wife: Ruby. But getting that ring to 
Waters’ parents in Montana was “the first 
thing on my list,” he said, and with a bor¬ 
rowed car rolling on bald tires, the newly¬ 
weds made the car trip to Montana. 

“It was quite emotional,” he said of hand¬ 
ing over the ring. “I’ve said many times, it 
was almost like delivering the most pre¬ 
cious thing in the world. He was still bur¬ 
ied on Iwo Jima. They had no information 
as to what was going to happen, whether 
they were going to leave him there.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOison 


US soldier’s story links immigration, war 



Mark TuRNEv/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Alessandro Sabbadini, who was dischai^ed from the Italian army in 
1939 for being Jewish, fled to America, joined the U.S. Army and 
worked in intelligence on the front lines in Italy during World War II. 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — Alessandro 
Sabbadini was dishonorably dis¬ 
charged, his head shaved for extra 
humiliation, and jettisoned from 
the Italian army for being Jewish. 

It was 1939. The year before, 
Italy had passed its racial law that 
stripped Jews of their citizenship, 
property, livelihoods and, ulti¬ 
mately, their hves. 

Sabbadini, using family con¬ 
nections and a knowledge of how 
to get around restrictive immigra¬ 
tion laws, made his way to New 
York City. 

It was only a matter of time until 
the U.S. would enter the war. Sab¬ 
badini planned to help the U.S. 
Army fight it. 

He enhsted and spent most of 
the war doing just that, fighting 
in some of the Italian campaign’s 
fiercest battles. He spent four 
months fighting against the Ger¬ 
man artillery bombardment at 
Anzio, on the beach where his fam¬ 
ily had owned a summer house and 


where 7,000 British and American 
troops were killed in action. 

Sabbadini’s son, Roger, a Cali¬ 
fornia physiologist who wrote a 
book about his father and the Al¬ 
lies’ Itahan campaign, gave a talk 
Thursday at Caserma Ederle, re¬ 
counting the story. 

“It connects Italy, World War II 
and the U.S. — our ideals,” U.S. 
Army Africa Sgt. Mqj. Gonzalo 
Gonzalez said in his introduction. 
“It’s an intriguing story and fas¬ 
cinating bond and the reason why 
we are still here on Italian soil.” 

The U.S. Army rejected Sab¬ 
badini three times as an “enemy 
alien,” his son said, until officials 
decided that European refugees 
with language skills and cultural 
knowledge could be an intelli¬ 
gence asset. Sabbadini’s job was 
to accompany front-line troops in 
Italy to seize, translate and pho¬ 
tograph documents found at cap¬ 
tured enemy command posts. 

“Here’s a guy fighting Itahans, 
fighting Germany, and he’s not 
a citizen,” Roger Sabbadini said. 


That changed after 1942, when 
the Immigration and Naturaliza¬ 
tion Service began to naturalize 
servicemembers. 

Henry B. Hazard, INS director 
of research and educational ser¬ 
vices, performed more overseas 
naturalizations during the war 
than any other official. Hazard 
visited six continents to naturalize 
6,574 servicemembers between 
1943 and 1945. Sabbadini was one 
of them, in a battlefield ceremony. 

Sabbadini eventually got to 
Rome and found that his family 
had escaped the fascists and the 
Nazis, either to other countries or 
by hiding in the countryside with 
the help of friends. 

“Many Jews were able to find 
shelter with Italians,” accord¬ 
ing to Yad Vashem, of the World 
Holocaust Remembrance Center. 
“The fact that the Allies were al¬ 
ready on Italian soil and that their 
victory became a certainty prob¬ 
ably played an important role in 
the willingness to help the perse¬ 
cuted. On the other hand, there 
were also many cases of denun¬ 


ciations resulting in arrests.” 

Of 44,500 Italian Jews, 7,680 
perished during the Holocaust. 

Sabbadini returned to the U.S. 
after the war, married and start¬ 
ed a business. His story is really 
about immigrants, Roger Sabba¬ 
dini said. 


“Here’s an immigrant who did 
his job, he served in the military, 
he shed blood for his country. It’s 
the story of an immigrant doing 
well.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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Paralympians meet 
with US soidiers at 
South Korea base 



Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


Above: Paralympian Noah Elliott checks out a soldier’s hammer 
at Camp Casey, South Korea, on Saturday. Below: Second Lt. 
Hannah Jones, left, 2nd Battalion, 20th Field Artillery Regiment, 
and Sara Cratsenburg pose with Elliott’s gold and bronze medals as 
Paralympian Jimmy Sides takes their photo. 



‘Hawks’, Hornets arrive at Iwakuni for deployment 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corf 

An F/A-18D Hornet from Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack 
Squadron 533 prepares to depart Marine Corps Air Station 
Beaufort, S.C., for Japan earlier this month. 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP CASEY, South Korea 
— Fresh off the slopes, two-time 
Paralympic medalist Noah El¬ 
liott may have more photos of 
soldiers than the soldiers have 
of him after a visit to the Army’s 
northern artillery outpost in 
South Korea on Saturday. 

The snowboarder let the sol¬ 
diers try on his gold and bronze 
medals during a meet and greet 
with about 200 soldiers at Camp 
Casey. He called Saturday’s mo¬ 
ments the “icing on the cake.” 

“It’s a priceless opportunity to 
be able to come out here and sup¬ 
port those who support us,” El¬ 
liott told Stars and Stripes. “It’s 
truly an honor to meet those guys 
who made it possible.” 

Elliott won the gold in the 
banked slalom and the bronze in 
the snowboard cross in the 2018 
Paralympics, which ended Sun¬ 
day in the South Korean town of 
Pyeongchang. 

Second Lt. Hannah Jones, 2nd 
Battalion, 20th Field Artillery 
Regiment, was fresh off a 9-mile 
ruck march in commemoration 
of the 1942 Bataan Death March 
when she learned Paralympians 
were waiting for them at the fin¬ 
ish line. 

She placed second during the 
ruck march and said it was “sur¬ 
real” when she had a chance to 
put the vaunted gold around her 
neck. 

Jones, 24, said Elliott told her 
receiving the medal wasn’t the 
most special part. 

“It was when he stood up and 
they played the national anthem 
and raised the United States flag,” 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — Mem¬ 
bers of Marine All-Weather 
Fighter Attack Squadron 533 and 
their F/A-18D Hornets landed at 
Iwakuni on Thursday for a six- 
month deployment. 

Also known as the “Hawks,” the 
Marine Corps Air Station Beau¬ 
fort, S.C.-based unit replaces a sis¬ 
ter squadron, VMFA-251, which 
has returned to South Carolina. 

“The Hawks have a long-stand¬ 
ing relationship with Iwakuni and 
our Japanese allies,” Lt. Col. Wil¬ 
liam Millett III, VMFA-533 com¬ 
mander, said in a Marine Corps 
statement. “We are excited to 
serve with the ‘Ready Group’ and 
to strengthen our international 
partnership. 

“Those of us that have been 
here before are excited to see old 


It’s a priceless 
opportunity to be 
able to come out here 
and support those 
who support us. f 

Noah Elliott 

Paralympic medalist 


said Jones, of Mooresville, Ind. 

Three other Paralympians 
joined Elliott at the meet and 
greet. They were fellow snow- 
boarders Mike Spivey, Jimmy 
Sides and Arlene Cohen. Sides 
and Spivey are former Marines. 

Sides, who lost part of his right 
arm while attempting to deacti¬ 
vate a roadside bomb in Afghani¬ 
stan in 2010, said it didn’t bother 
him that North Koreans, Iranians 
or anyone else participated in the 
Paralympics. 

“Everyone was there repre¬ 
senting their country and the 
sport that they love to do. That 
was the sole reason for being 
here,” he said. 

The athletes then boarded a bus 
and headed to Camp Bonifas to 
visit the soldiers standing guard 
at the truce village of Panmun- 
jom, which straddles the heavily 
fortified border between North 
and South Korea. 

“I’ve just heard stories (about 
Panmunjom). I’m superexcited to 
go out there and check it out for 
myself and hear what the guys 
have to share,” Elliott said. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 


friends and introduce our new 
squadron mates to Japan and Jap¬ 
anese culture,” he added. 

The Hornets flown by VMFA- 
533 are used for attack, tactical 
air control, forward air control 
and reconnaissance. 

While in Japan, the squadron 
will support the Marine Air- 
Ground Task Force commander 
with command and control, re¬ 
connaissance and destruction of 
enemy ground and air assets. They 
will also support expeditionary, 
joint and combined operations. 

“Deploying to Japan and the 
Western Pacific gives the Hawks 
the opportunity to fly in new and 
challenging ranges while focus¬ 
ing on the collective security of 
the region,” Millett said in the 
statement. 

Such deployments typically last 
six months, although the length 
can change if the operational en¬ 
vironment shifts. 


Iwakuni is the home of Marine 
Aircraft Group 12, which flies the 
F-35B Lightning II, the F/A-18D 
Hornet and the KC-130J Super 
Hercules. 

The base is also home to ele¬ 


ments of the Navy’s Carrier Air 
Wing 5, which flies F/A-18E Super 
Hornets, EA-18G Growlers, E-2D 
Hawkeyes and C-2A Greyhounds. 


bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @boiingerj2004 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Thousands 
of veterans who started apply¬ 
ing for new identification cards 
through the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs in November won’t 
see them until April, according 
to the agency. 

VA spokesman Curt Cashour 
said in January the cards were 
supposed to be mailed in early 
March. But on Friday, he said the 
agency is working with a vendor 
to approve samples of the new 
cards before printing them, and 
distribution 
has been 
pushed back 
to April. 

“[W]e 
expect to 
complete 
this pro¬ 
cess soon 
so approved 
cards can 
be printed 
and mailed 
as soon as 
possible,” 
Cashour 
wrote in 
an emailed 
statement. 
It’s an¬ 
other in a series of delays in dis¬ 
tributing the new, free cards. The 
IDs are intended to help veterans 
prove their military history with¬ 
out having to carry their DD-214 
certificates, which contain sensi¬ 
tive information. The new IDs do 
not replace VA medical cards or 
defense retiree cards, nor do they 
qualify as official government-is¬ 
sued identification. 

High demand for the cards 
crashed a VA webpage in De¬ 
cember, when some veterans 
were met with error messages 
or a webpage that failed to load. 
The VA temporarily stopped the 
online application process and 
asked veterans seeking new ID 
cards to leave their email ad¬ 
dresses, stating they’d be noti¬ 
fied when they could apply. 

The VA began taking onhne 
apphcations again at the end of 
January. As of Jan. 29, the VA was 
processing 14,609 applications for 
the cards. By last Tuesday, that 
had grown to 64,759 veterans seek¬ 
ing the new IDs, Cashour said. 

Any veteran who served in the 
armed forces, including the re¬ 
serves, and has an honorable or 
general discharge can request the 
ID. Veterans can apply at the vets, 
gov website and will be asked to 
create an online account. 

Veterans who don’t want to wait 
for a printed ID can immediately 
download an image of their card 
directly from the VA website to 
either print or use on their mobile 
phones. In 2015, Congress ordered 
the VA to create the cards to make 
it easier for veterans to receive 
certain benefits such as discounts 
at stores and restaurants. 


wentling.nikki@stripes.conT 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


All US victims of Iraq 
helo crash identified 



Turkey-backed Free Syrian Army soldiers celebrate around a statue of Kawa, a mythology figure in 
Kurdish culture, after they destroyed it in Afrin, northwestern Syria, early Sunday. 

Syria’s Afrin taken 


Turkey: 

By Zeynep Bilginsoy 
AND Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s presi¬ 
dent said Sunday that the Turkish 
military and allied Syrian forces 
have taken “total” control of the 
town center of Afrin, a m^or 
development in the nearly two- 
month offensive against a Syrian 
Kurdish militia that controls the 
area. 

The Kurdish militia called the 
assault on Afrin an “occupation” 
and vowed a “new phase” of guer¬ 
rilla tactics against Turkish troops 
and its allied Syrian fighters. 

President Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan said the Turkish flag and the 
flag of the Syrian opposition fight¬ 
ers have been raised in the town, 
previously controlled by the Kurd¬ 
ish militia known as the People’s 
Defense Units, or YPG. 

“Many of the terrorists had 
turned tail and run away already,” 
Erdogan said in a speech in west¬ 
ern Turkey. “In Afrin’s center, it is 


no longer the rags of the terror 
organization that are waving but 
rather the symbols of peace and 
security.” 

It is not clear what Turkey will 
do after the capture of Afrin. 
Turkey views the Kurdish forces 
in the Afrin enclave along the 
border as terrorists linked to the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, or PKK, which has waged 
a decadeslong insurgency within 
Turkey’s borders. 

Erdogan has repeatedly said 
Turkey will not allow a “terror 
corridor” along its border and has 
vowed to push east after Afrin. 
Erdogan threatened to move on to 
Manbij, a Kurdish-run town to the 
east where US. troops have also 
maintained a presence after it was 
cleared of Islamic State militants 
in 2016. 

Washington’s support for the 
YPG, including arming the mili¬ 
tia and relying on it to battle ISIS 
militants in eastern Syria, has 
strained relations between Tur¬ 
key and the US. A push east could 


further inflame tensions. 

In an attempt to prevent such a 
move east, Washington began dis¬ 
cussions to address Turkey’s con¬ 
cerns about the Kurdish militia’s 
presence in Manbij. Turkey wants 
the YPG to pull out of the town. 

Meanwhile, U.S. and Kurdish 
officials said Turkey’s fight with 
the YPG has distracted from 
fighting ISIS. A Kurdish official 
Sunday said the fight against ISIS 
in northeastern Deir el-Zour prov¬ 
ince, where remnants of ISIS have 
remained, was put on hold as the 
battle for Afrin unfolded. 

On Sunday, Kurdish officials 
said they had evacuated Afrin of 
civilians. Footage of long lines 
of vehicles leaving the town was 
aired on Syrian state-run TV. 
Other residents got out on foot or 
on motorcycles. 

Later Sunday, limited fighting 
was reported in some pockets in 
the Afrin town center. The Turk¬ 
ish mihtary said it was comb¬ 
ing the area for land mines and 
explosives. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The seven U.S. servicemem- 
bers killed Thursday night in a 
helicopter crash in western Iraq 
near the Syrian border have been 
identified. 

The Department of Defense 
statement confirmed some of the 
casualties were members of the 
New York Air National Guard’s 
106th Rescue Wing, based in Wes- 
thampton Beach on Long Island. 

The airmen were identified 
as Capt. Mark K. Weber, 29, of 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Capt. An¬ 
dreas B. O’Keeffe, 37, of Center 
Moriches, N.Y; Capt. Christopher 
T. Zanetis, 37, of Long Island City, 
N.Y; Master Sgt. Christopher J. 
Raguso, 39, of Commack, N.Y; 
Staff Sgt. Dashan J. Briggs, 30, of 
Port Jefferson Station, N.Y; Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. William R. Posch, 36, of 
Indialantic, Fla.; and Staff Sgt. 
Carl P. Enis, 31, of Tallahassee, 
Fla. 

Weber was assigned to the 38th 
Rescue Squadron at Moody Air 
Force Base, Ga.; Posch and Enis 
were assigned to the 308th Rescue 
Squadron, Air Force Reserve, at 
Patrick Air Force Base, Fla., ac¬ 
cording to the official statement. 

New York City Fire Commis¬ 
sioner Daniel Nigro said Raguso 
and Zanetis “bravely wore two 
uniforms in their extraordinary 
hves of service” with the fire de¬ 
partment and the U.S. armed 
forces. 

“He was a very stand-up, moral, 
ethical person, up one side and 
down the other,” Zanetis’ father 
told the New York Post. “He just 
wanted to be of service. He served 
people in the fire department and 
in the military and was going to do 
the same thing as a lawyer.” 

The HH-60 Pave Hawk helicop¬ 
ter crash did not appear to be the 
result of enemy activity, according 


to a statement from the U.S.-led 
operation battling Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria. 

Used by the Air Force for com¬ 
bat search and rescue, the Pave 
Hawk was on a routine transit 
flight when it went down near the 
town of Qaim, in Anbar province, 
officials said. 

A second helicopter accompa¬ 
nying it immediately reported the 
crash, and a quick-reaction force 
of Iraqi and coalition forces se¬ 
cured the scene, officials said. 

“We are grateful to the Iraqi 
security forces for their immedi¬ 
ate assistance in response to this 
tragic incident,” said Brig. Gen. 
Jonathan P. Braga, director of op¬ 
erations for Combined Joint Task 
Force-Operation Inherent Re¬ 
solve. “This tragedy reminds us of 
the risks our men and women face 
every day in service of our nations. 
We are thinking of the loved ones 
of these servicemembers today.” 

President Donald Trump tweet¬ 
ed Friday that their sacrifices 
“will never be forgotten.” 

On their Facebook profiles, 
some Air Force members and vet¬ 
erans in a group for Pave Hawk 
crewmembers and others began 
replacing their profile photos with 
images of two green footprints 
with a black ribbon, on which was 
written the Air Force pararescue 
motto, “That others may live.” 

The U.S.-led coalition battling 
ISIS insurgents in Iraq and Syria 
have an outpost in Qaim, which 
is located near the Syrian bor¬ 
der. The crash Thursday was the 
second deadly aviation incident 
for the U.S. military in as many 
days; a Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet 
crashed off the coast of Florida 
on Wednesday, killing both crew¬ 
members aboard. 


garland.chad@stripes.com 

Twitter: @chadgarland 


Botched suicide attack wounds 5 university students in Kabul 


By Amir Shah 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
attacker dressed in a school uni¬ 
form set off a grenade amid a 
group of hundreds of university 
students in Afghanistan’s capital 
on Sunday, killing himself and 
wounding five students, accord¬ 
ing to the district police chief 
Nasir Nadery said the attacker, 
who slipped past two guards, was 
wearing an explosives vest that 
failed to explode. The students 


were inside a private compound 
where they were taking classes to 
prepare for university exams. 

The attack took place in a Kabul 
neighborhood dominated by eth¬ 
nic Hazaras, a Shiite minority 
frequently targeted by the Sunni 
extremists. 

No one immediately claimed 
the attack, which resembled pre¬ 
vious assaults carried out by Is¬ 
lamic State. 

On Saturday, a sticky bomb at¬ 
tached to the motorcycle driven 
by a retired Pakistani army of¬ 


ficer exploded in southern Zabul 
province’s Shahjoy district, kill¬ 
ing the officer and his guard, 
according to the provincial gov¬ 
ernment spokesman, Gul Islam 
Seyal. 

Pakistan has been criticized 
by both the United States and Af¬ 
ghanistan for aiding Taliban in¬ 
surgents, a charge it denies. Seyal 
said the retired officer was aiding 
the Taliban, although he did not 
provide any proof of his claim. 

A Pakistani military official 
said they have no knowledge of 


any retired officer killed in Af¬ 
ghanistan. He spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity in line with 
regulations. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban at¬ 
tacked security positions north¬ 
west of Kabul, killing at least five 
police officers and setting off a 
two-hour gunbattle, according to 
Mohammed Zaman, the police 
chief for Ghazni province. 

The Taliban have stepped up 
attacks across Afghanistan since 
the U.S. and NATO formally con¬ 
cluded their combat mission at 


the end of 2014. 

In the western Ghor prov¬ 
ince, meanwhile, a roadside 
bomb killed a young shepherd 
and wounded five others. Police 
spokesman Iqbal Nizami said 
the Taliban planted the bomb in 
order to target security forces. 

In the eastern Khost province, 
police spokesman Basir Bina 
said a roadside bomb killed two 
children and wounded another 
nine. Both bombs went off on 
Saturday. 
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Trump rails against Mueller investigation, McCabe 



Special counsel has 
memos McCabe kept 
on Trump dealings 


In a series of weekend tweets, some containing faise assertions, 
President Donaid Trump lashed out at the investigation of possibie 
collusion between his presidential campaign and Russia. 


By Philip Rucker 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump fired off angry 
tweets Sunday morning railing 
against the Justice Department 
special counsel’s Russia inves¬ 
tigation and attacking the integ¬ 
rity of former FBI director James 
Comey and his former deputy, 
Andrew McCabe, charging that 
their notes from conversations 
with him were “Fake Memos.” 

For the second straight day. 
Trump was unrestrained in his 
commentary about Robert Muel¬ 
ler Ill’s expanding investigation, 
which is probing not only Russia’s 
interference in the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election and possible links to 
his campaign, but also whether 
the president has sought to ob¬ 
struct justice. 

In one of his tweets. Trump 
protested, “Why does the Muel¬ 
ler team have 13 hardened 
Democrats, some big Crooked 
Hillary supporters, and Zero 
Republicans? Another Dem re¬ 
cently added... does anyone think 
this is fair? And yet, there is NO 
COLLUSION!” 

The tweet overstates the parti¬ 
san makeup of the special coun¬ 
sel’s team and falsely asserts that 
no Republicans are on it. 

Mueller is a longtime Repub¬ 
lican. He was nominated as FBI 
director in 2001 by a Republican 
president, George W. Bush, and 
was appointed special counsel 
by the Republican whom Trump 
picked to be deputy attorney gen¬ 
eral, Rod Rosenstein. 

At least seven of the 17 lawyers 
brought on by Mueller — includ¬ 
ing James Quarles, Jeannie Rhee 
and Andrew Weissman — have 
donated to Democratic political 
candidates, five of them to Hillary 
Clinton, Trump’s 2016 opponent. 

Under instruction from his at¬ 
torneys, Trump has in the past 
been careful not to publicly criti¬ 
cize Mueller by name or oth¬ 
erwise directly antagonize the 
special counsel, but rather to 
make more general criticisms. 
On Saturday night, in an apparent 


change of strategy. Trump for the 
first time tweeted the name of the 
special counsel. 

“The Mueller probe should 
never have been started in that 
there was no collusion and there 
was no crime,” Trump wrote. “It 
was based on fraudulent activi¬ 
ties and a Fake Dossier paid for 
by Crooked Hillary and the DNC, 
and improperly used in FISA 
COURT for surveillance of my 
campaign. WITCH HUNT!” 

The president’s attack comes 
after his personal attorney, John 
Dowd, on Saturday called for an 
end to the Mueller investigation. 
He initially told the Daily Beast 
that he was speaking on behalf 
of the president, though he later 
backtracked and told The Wash¬ 
ington Post that he was speaking 
only for himself. 

Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., a 
member of the House Intelligence 
Committee, warned Trump that 
any interference in the Mueller 
probe would result in “a very, 
very long, bad 2018.” 

“If you have an innocent client, 
Mr. Dowd, act like it,” Gowdy said 
on “Fox News Sunday.” “Russia 
attacked our country. Let special 
counsel Mueller figure that out.” 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
warned that a move by Trump to 
order the firing of Mueller would 
be a step too far for lawmakers. 
“If he tried to do that, that would 
be the beginning of the end of his 
presidency because we’re a rule- 
of-law nation,” Graham said on 
CNN’s “State of the Union.” 

Sen. Richard Durbin, of Illinois, 
the chamber’s second-ranking 
Democrat, said he is concerned 
about “a constitutional crisis in 
this country.” 

“This president is engaged in 
desperate and reckless conduct to 
intimidate the law enforcement 
agencies in this country and to 
try and stop the special counsel,” 
Durbin said on “Fox News Sun¬ 
day.” “That is unacceptable in a 
democracy.” 

In a pair of separate tweets 
on Sunday, Trump also attacked 
Comey and McCabe, both regular 
foils to the president. Trump sent 
his Sunday tweets from the White 
House. He departed the residence 
shortly before 10 a.m., heading to 
the Trump National Golf Club in 
Northern Virginia. Aides would 
not say who the president’s golf¬ 
ing partners would be. 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Andrew 
McCabe, the onetime FBI 
deputy director long scorned 
by President Donald Trump 
and just fired by the attorney 
general, kept personal memos 
detailing interactions with the 
president that have been pro¬ 
vided to the special counsel’s 
office and are similar to the 
notes compiled by dismissed 
FBI chief James Comey, The 
Associated Press has learned. 

The memos could factor into 
special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s investigation as his team 
examines Trump campaign 
ties to Russia and possible ob¬ 
struction of justice. 

McCabe’s memos include 
details of his own interactions 
with the president, according 
to a person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the situation who wasn’t 
authorized to discuss the notes 
publicly and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. They also re¬ 
count different conversations 
he had with Comey, who kept 
notes on meetings with Trump 
that unnerved him. 

Though the precise contents 
are unknown, the memos pos¬ 
sibly could help substantiate 
McCabe’s assertion that he 
was unfairly maligned by a 
White House he says had de¬ 
clared “war” on the FBI and 
Mueller’s investigation. They 
almost certainly contain, as 
Comey’s memos did, previ¬ 
ously undisclosed details about 
encounters between the Trump 
administration and FBI that 
could be of interest to Mueller. 

The disclosure Saturday 


came hours after Trump called 
McCabe’s firing by Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions “a great 
day for Democracy” and as¬ 
serted without elaboration that 
McCabe knew “all about the 
lies and corruption going on at 
the highest levels off the FBI!” 

That sent former CIA Di¬ 
rector John Brennan, an out¬ 
spoken Trump critic, into a 
Twitter tizzy: “When the full 
extent of your venality, moral 
turpitude, and political cor¬ 
ruption becomes known, you 
will take your rightful place 
as a disgraced demagogue in 
the dustbin of history. You may 
scapegoat Andy McCabe, but 
you will not destroy America... 
America will triumph over 
you.” 

Sessions said he acted on 
the recommendation of FBI 
disciplinary officials who said 
McCabe had not been candid 
with a watchdog office investi¬ 
gation. McCabe was fired two 
days before his retirement date 
on Sunday. 

An upcoming inspector 
general’s report is expected 
to conclude that McCabe, who 
spent more than 20 years with 
the FBI, had authorized the 
release of information to the 
media and was not forthcom¬ 
ing with the watchdog office 
as it examined the bureau’s 
handling of the Hillary Clinton 
email investigation. McCabe 
has vigorously disputed the al¬ 
legations and said his credibili¬ 
ty had been attacked as “part of 
a larger effort not just to slan¬ 
der me personally” but also the 
FBI and law enforcement. 


Congressman offers deputy FBI director a job to save pension 


By Amber Phillips 

The Washington Post 

That’s one way of protesting Andrew 
McCabe’s firing as deputy FBI director, 
roughly a day before he was set to retire: 
At least one Democratic congressman has 
offered McCabe a temporary job so he can 
get full retirement benefits — and McCabe 
appears to be considering. 

Rep. Mark Pocan, D-Wis., announced 
Saturday afternoon that he has offered Mc¬ 
Cabe a job to work on election security in 
his office, “so that he can reach the needed 
length of service” to retire. 

“My offer of employment to Mr. McCabe 
is a legitimate offer to work on election se¬ 
curity,” Pocan said in a statement. “Free 
and fair elections are the cornerstone of 
American democracy and both Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats should be concerned 
about election integrity.” 

A spokeswoman for McCabe, Melissa 


Schwartz, didn’t im¬ 
mediately rule out a 
job with one of the 
most liberal members 
of Congress, which 
might only need to 
last for a day or so 
for him to get his full 
retirement benefits: 
“We are considering 
all options.” 

Rep. Seth Moulton, 
D-Mass., tweeted that 
he’d consider hiring McCabe, too. 

It’s not immediately clear if getting fired 
from the FBI on a Friday and going to work 
on Capitol Hill on a Monday would solve 
McCabe’s problems for certain, though 
at least one former federal official with 
knowledge of retirement rules says it prob¬ 
ably would. 

McCabe’s team is confident that he 
had at least 20 years of law enforcement 


work under his belt — defined as carry¬ 
ing a weapon or supervising people who do 
— which made him eligible to retire on his 
50th birthday on Sunday with full retire¬ 
ment benefits. 

With those 20 years, he would need to 
just go to work with the federal government 
for another day or so in any job he pleas¬ 
es, whether that’s as an election security 
analyst for a Wisconsin congressman or 
a typist for a day, to get full benefits, said 
the former official. The job doesn’t mat¬ 
ter so much as the fact that he’s working 
within the federal government with the 
same retirement benefits until or after his 
50th birthday. (Though this former official 
stressed that it would probably look more 
ethical if McCabe worked for at least a pay 
period rather than just one day.) 

McCabe began working at the FBI’s New 
York field office in 1996, was promoted to 
a supervisor position at the FBI’s head¬ 
quarters in 2006, and held various jobs at 


the bureau until 2016, when he was named 
deputy director. His final job at the FBI 
was an executive perch that likely doesn’t 
count toward his law enforcement job, said 
the former retirement official. 

McCabe stepped down from his FBI job 
in January amid attacks from President 
Donald Trump, but he had been using up 
accumulated leave to get to his birthday to 
receive full retirement benefits — a move 
Trump attacked him for on Twitter after 
The Washington Post reported his plans. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions fired 
McCabe late Friday night, about 26 hours 
before McCabe’s retirement, citing an in¬ 
spector general report from the Justice De¬ 
partment that had found “that Mr. McCabe 
had made an unauthorized disclosure to the 
news media and lacked candor — including 
under oath — on multiple occasions.” 

On Saturday evening, a spokesman for 
Pocan said they hadn’t yet heard from Mc¬ 
Cabe on his job offer. 
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Authorities: All 
victims found in 
bridge collapse 



Pedro Portal, Miami Herald/AP 


Recovery operations continue at the site of the collapsed pedestrian bridge near Florida International 
University in Miami on Saturday. Florida authorities believe they have accounted for all of the dead. 


By Katherine Shaver 
AND Michael Laris 
The Washington Post 

Five bodies were extricated 
from the wreckage of a collapsed 
pedestrian bridge near Miami on 
Saturday. With a sixth person who 
died at a hospital, authorities said 
Saturday night that they thought 
they had accounted for all those 
killed in the collapse. 

The first two vehicles extracted 
Saturday were flattened and had a 
total of three bodies inside. Work 
continued, and two more bodies 
were found Saturday night. 

Although authorities had said 
at one point that the number of fa¬ 
talities could rise beyond six, they 
said at a 10 p.m. briefing that they 
thought they had accounted for all 
of the dead. 

Of the eight vehicles originally 
caught beneath the 950-ton span, 
six had been trapped entirely, with 
four “very difficult to extract,” 
said Maurice Kemp, deputy mayor 
of Miami-Dade County. 

The recovery effort was “very 


difficult,” said Juan Perez, di¬ 
rector of the Miami-Dade Police 
Department, but it appeared that 
crews had “finally got the last vic¬ 
tim out.” He said another search 
through the wreckage would be 
made. But he said he was “confi¬ 
dent that there was no one left.” 

Police confirmed that they are 
reviewing reports that construc¬ 
tion workers said they heard a 
loud cracking sound come from 
the structure around 8 a.m. 
Thursday, almost six hours before 
the collapse. 

“That’s all part of the investiga¬ 
tion,” said Perez. 

On Saturday, investigators 
for the National Transportation 
Safety Board identified pieces of 
the bridge structure to collect as 
evidence to “understand the col¬ 
lapse sequence and what caused 
it,” said NTSB spokesman Chris¬ 
topher O’Neil. 

Investigators also gathered doc¬ 
uments on the span’s design, con¬ 
struction and inspections, he said. 

The NTSB’s lead investigator 
in the collapse, Robert Accetta, 


has said crews were working at 
the north end of the span when 
it fell. They were applying force 
“designed to strengthen” one of 10 
diagonal elements connecting the 
walkway and an overhead section. 
Those diagonal pieces, known as 
members, are “integral parts” of 
the structure, Accetta said. 

“There were two cables that 
they were working on at that 
time,” Accetta said Friday eve¬ 
ning. “They were internal to that 
diagonal member.” 

He said it is unclear whether the 
collapse started in that area, and 
investigators have not determined 
whether the tightening of those 
cables “was related to the cracks 
that they discovered.” 

“A crack in a bridge does not 


necessarily mean that it’s unsafe,” 
Accetta said. 

Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., said 
he was frustrated that state and 
university officials were “pointing 
fingers at the other guy.” 

“Whose responsibility was it?” 
Nelson asked. “If there was a 
two-hour meeting that occurred 
from 9 to 11, and the bridge col¬ 
lapsed ... just a few hours later, 
then somebody needs to be held 
accountable.” 

On Saturday morning, flat¬ 
bed trucks carried two vehicles, 
draped in black tarpaulins, to the 
medical examiner’s office. 

Police identified four victims 
as Oswald Gonzalez, 57; Alberto 
Arias, 53; Navarro Brown; and 
Rolando Fraga Hernandez. 


Brown died at a hospital, po¬ 
lice said. Hernandez was in a 
gold Jeep Cherokee pulled from 
the rubble at 5:40 a.m. Saturday, 
and Gonzalez and Arias were in 
a white Chevrolet extricated at 7 
a.m., police said. 

Relatives also have confirmed 
the death of Alexa Duran, 18, ac¬ 
cording to media accounts. 

Perez said chaplains were with 
victims’ families, and workers 
held moments of silence as ve¬ 
hicles were brought out “so these 
victims can have some dignity.” 

“It’s going to be a long process,” 
Perez said. “We’ve been saying 
that from the beginning because 
of the amount of weight and the 
size of the structure that is laying 
on top of these vehicles.” 


US: Russian hack 
didn’t compromise 
power grid, plants 

By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A Russian government hack¬ 
ing operation aimed at the U.S. power grid did not 
compromise operations at any of the nation’s power 
plants, federal regulators and the industry said 
Friday. 

Corporate networks at some of the 99 nuclear 
power plants licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission were affected by the 2017 hack aimed 
at the energy grid and other infrastructure, but no 
safety, security or emergency preparedness func¬ 
tions were affected, the NRC said in a statement. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission also 
said the incident had no operational impacts on in¬ 
terstate transmission of electricity. 

Even so, government and industry leaders said 
the attacks underscored the increased threat of 
electronic and computer-based attacks on a range 
of infrastructure. 

Energy Secretary Rick Perry said the prolonged 
cyberattack “demonstrates exactly why” he is cre¬ 
ating an Office of Cyber Security and Emergency 
Response. The new office will consolidate and 
strengthen efforts to “combat the growing nefarious 
cyberthreats we face,” Perry said, adding that his 
department worked closely with other federal agen¬ 
cies and energy providers to help ensure that hack¬ 
ing attempts “failed or were stopped.” 

The Trump administration accused Moscow on 
Thursday of an elaborate plot to penetrate Ameri¬ 
ca’s electric grid, factories, water supply and even 
air travel through cyberhacking. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Energy Secretary Rick Perry said he is creating an 
Office of Cyber ^curity and Emergency Response 
to help combat infrastructure threats. 

U.S. national security officials said the FBI, De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security and intelligence 
agencies determined Russian intelligence and 
others were behind a broad range of cyberattacks 
starting more than a year ago. Russian hackers in¬ 
filtrated the networks that run the basic services 
Americans rely on each day: nuclear power, water 
and manufacturing plants. 

U.S. officials said the hackers chose their targets 
methodically, obtained access to computer systems, 
conducted “network reconnaissance” and then at¬ 
tempted to cover their tracks by deleting evidence 
of the intrusions. The operation resorted to various 
methods — including a kind of cyberattack known 
as spear-phishing—to try to compromise legitimate 
user accounts, gather user credentials, and target 
industrial control systems and their networks, of¬ 
ficials said. 

U.S. nuclear plants are designed as operational 
“islands” that are not connected to the internet and 
other networks. Nuclear power provides about 20 
percent of the nation’s electricity. 


3 Ark. students paddled 
for walking out of school 


By Megan Cerullo 
New York Daily News 

Three students at an Arkansas 
high school were swatted with a 
paddle for participating in a na¬ 
tional walkout against gun vio¬ 
lence Wednesday. 

Students who left their Green¬ 
brier High School classrooms in 
protest were reportedly given a 
choice of two punishments. 

They could accept a suspension 
or receive a paddling, Arkansas- 
Matters.com reported. 

The Greenbrier Public Schools 
superintendent said students 
were disciplined for not alerting 
the school about the demonstra¬ 
tion and leaving class. 

Wylie Greer, 17, was among the 
three students who walked out of 
the school building. 

When he returned to the class¬ 
room he was presented with his 
options. 

He chose two swats with a 
wooden paddle over two days of 
suspension. 

“In my mind, the in-school sus¬ 
pension was essentially conced¬ 
ing to sitting down and shutting 
up, which is what the admin and 
school wanted to happen, to keep 
it quiet almost,” Greer told CNN. 
“I felt if I stood up and took the 
punishment in an honorable way, 


that it was better than doing what 
they wanted me to do, which is 
shut up and go on with our lives. 

“I don’t think that they expect¬ 
ed me to take the corporal pun¬ 
ishment,” he added. 

Greenbrier Schools Super¬ 
intendent Scott Spainhour said 
students were disciplined for 
walking out of class, which is 
against school policy. 

Students at an Ohio school were 
disciplined for not leaving the 
classroom on the National Walk¬ 
out Day. 

Jacob Shoemaker, a senior at 
Hilliard Davidson High School, 
said he didn’t want to place him¬ 
self on either side of the gun con¬ 
trol debate. 

He remained in class and did 
homework for about 20 minutes 
while his teachers and other stu¬ 
dents walked out in protest. 

He was later suspended from 
school. 

“Student refused to follow in¬ 
structions after being warned,” 
his suspension notice read. 

Shoemaker was suspended for 
remaining in the classroom rather 
than going to a part of the school 
designated for nonprotesters, The 
Washington Post reported. 
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Retired Navy captain to 
overhaul Hawaii agency 


By Audrey McAvoy 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii on Fri¬ 
day appointed a retired Navy cap¬ 
tain to lead an overhaul of the state 
Emergency Management Agency 
two months after an employee 
mistakenly sent an alert warning 
of a ballistic missile attack. 

Thomas Travis has command¬ 
ed a submarine squadron and was 
deputy commander of an aircraft 
carrier strike group. Travis served 
as the studies director of the Joint 
Center for Operational Analysis, 
where he helped prepare a report 
on the federal government’s re¬ 
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. 

The false missile alert sent to 
cellphones and airwaves in Janu¬ 
ary triggered widespread panic 
and led to the ouster of the agen¬ 
cy’s senior leadership. 

Travis declined to comment on 
what went wrong with the missile 
alert, telhng reporters he has read 
the reports on the incident but 


hasn’t investigated the issue him¬ 
self He said he would first aim to 
get to know 


agency staff 
and work 

with them to 
solve prob¬ 
lems “and 

make sure we 
can do things 
right on a day- 
to-day basis.” 
Hedechned 
comment 
1 whether 
the federal 
government, 
as US. Sen. 
Brian Schatz, 
D-Hawaii, 
has suggest- 

retired Navy 

captain m charge 
of sending 
warnings 

about ballistic missile attacks. 

Travis has some personal expe¬ 
rience with disasters in Hawaii. 
He spoke of living through Tropi- 


I really 
have 
always 
loved 
Hawaii. 

It’s given a 
lot to me, 
and I hope 
to be able 
to give 
back. ^ 

Thomas Travis ^ 


cal Storm Iselle, which toppled 
trees and knocked out power in 
the Big Island’s Puna district in 
2014. Travis was living in Kapoho 
at the time. He shared memories 
of using a chainsaw to cut trees 
and clear roads. 

He said he didn’t lose power 
because he and his wife lived off 
the grid with solar panels and 
batteries. 

“I really have always loved Ha¬ 
waii. It’s given a lot to me, and I 
hope to be able to give back,” Tra¬ 
vis said when asked why he took 
the job. 

The agency’s previous director, 
Vern Miyagi, resigned after the 
alert mishap. The employee who 
sent the alert was fired. A second 
worker quit before disciplinary 
action was taken, and another was 
suspended without pay. 

The agency said the alert was 
sent during a routine exercise. The 
employee who sent the alert said 
he didn’t hear the word “exercise” 
being spoken and he believed the 
threat was real. 



Audrey McAvoy/AP 

Thomas Travis, a retired Navy captain, poses for cameras at a news 
conference in Honolulu on Friday. 



Katie Weidenboerner, The (DuBois, Pa.) Courier-Express/AP 


FBI agents and representatives of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
set up a base Tuesday off Route 555 in Benezette Township, Elk County, Pa., at a site where treasure 
hunters say Civil War-era gold is buried. 

FBI agents visit Pa. site where Civil War 
gold shipment is rumored to be buried 


FBI given more time in 
alleged serial killer case 


By Michael Rubinkam 
Associated Press 

A 155-year-old legend about 
buried federal gold appears to 
have caught the attention of the 
FBI. 

Dozens of FBI agents, along 
with Pennsylvania state officials 
and members of a treasure-hunt¬ 
ing group, trekked last week to a 
remote site where local lore has 
it that a Civil War gold shipment 
was lost or hidden during the 
1863 Battle of Gettysburg. 

The treasure-hunting group 
Finders Keepers has long insisted 
it found the gold buried in a state 


forest at Dents Run, about 135 
miles northeast of Pittsburgh, but 
said the state wouldn’t allow it to 
dig. 

The FBI has refused to say why 
it was at the site Tuesday, reveal¬ 
ing only that it was conducting 
court-authorized law enforce¬ 
ment activity. Finders Keepers 
owner Dennis Parada said Friday 
he’s under FBI orders not to talk. 

Historians have cast doubt on 
the claim that a shipment of gold 
was lost on its way to the US. 
Mint in Philadelphia. 

Depending on who’s doing the 
telling, the shipment had either 26 
gold bars or 52 bars, each weigh¬ 


ing 50 pounds, meaning it would 
be worth about $27 million, or 
about $55 million today. 

In an older post on the Find¬ 
ers Keepers website, Parada said 
his group found the likely burial 
site using a high-powered metal 
detector. But he said the state 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources has refused to 
allow the group to dig. 

A department spokesman said 
Friday that the group previ¬ 
ously asked to excavate the site 
but elected not to pay a required 
$15,000 bond. The spokesman 
referred comment on Tuesday’s 
activity to the FBI. 


Associated Press 

CROWN POINT, Ind. — A 
judge has given the FBI more 
time to pull data from cellphones 
collected during its probe of a 
Gary, Ind., man accused of kill¬ 
ing seven women. 

Attorneys for Darren Vann, who 
was discharged from the Marines 
after serving from 1991 to 1993, 
had argued in a motion filed last 
month that authorities were being 
slow in providing them with data 
from three cellphones collected in 
the FBI’s investigation into Vann, 
The (Northwest Indiana) Times 
reported. 

Defense attorney Gojko Kasich 
told Lake Criminal Judge Samuel 
Cappas on Friday that he and other 
attorneys for Vann, 46, had subse¬ 
quently been provided data from 
two of the cellphones but that the 
FBI was still collecting data from 
a third cellphone. 

Kasich asked Cappas if he 
would not exclude that evidence 
at trial and whether he would set 
a reasonable date for when the in¬ 
formation should be provided to 


At least 12 accused in 
animal ritual in Texas 

SAN ANTONIO — Authorities 
in Texas have arrested at least a 
dozen people for alleged animal 
cruelty after interrupting what 
they believe was ritual sacrifice. 

The San Antonio Express- 
News reported that Bexar County 
sheriff’s deputies found dead and 


defense attorneys. The judge said 
he didn’t want to second-guess the 
FBI’s methods but agreed to issue 
an order for the federal agency to 
provide a report on the investiga¬ 
tion’s status by April 20. 

Vann is scheduled to stand trial 
Oct. 22 in the strangulation deaths 
of Afrika Hardy, 19, and Anith 
Jones, 35. Hardy’s body was found 
in a Hammond, Ind., motel room 
in October 2014. After Vann was 
arrested in her death, he alleg¬ 
edly admitted to killing six other 
women, including Jones, whose 
body was found in an abandoned 
Gary house. 

Trials in the five other slayings 
haven’t been scheduled. 

Vann defense attorney Matthew 
Fech had argued in a motion last 
month that prosecutors’ subpoe¬ 
nas for records from the Lake 
County Jail, the US. Marines and 
the Ohio high school that Vann at¬ 
tended were “overly broad.” 

Cappas ruled Friday that pros¬ 
ecutors can use broad language in 
subpoenas for records from those 
three entities. 


dismembered animals in a San 
Antonio area home Friday night 
after receiving calls that animals 
were being sacrificed. 

Sgt. Elizabeth Gonzalez said 
deputies saw more than a dozen 
people inside a garage where a 
woman was cutting up animal 
parts while another person was 
draining the blood of a chicken 
into a container. 

From The Associated Press 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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Winning Powerball 
ticket is sold in Pa. 



A New York City firefighter high-fives spectators as they watch the St. Patrick’s Day parade Saturday in 
Manhattan. 

Ireland's prime minister joins 
NYC St. Patrick's Day parade 



Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, left, and New \brk Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo walk along Fifth Avenue during the St. Patrick’s Day parade. 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

If you bought some Powerball 
tickets in a St. Patrick’s Day haze 
on Saturday, check your pockets. 

A ticket sold in Pennsylvania 
matched the drawing for an esti¬ 
mated $456.7 million, the Multi- 
State Lottery Association said. 
The winning numbers were 22- 
57-59-60-66, and the Powerball 
was 7. 

There were other tickets that 
scored big payouts, too. A ticket 
sold in Texas won $2 million after 
a player or players opted to chip 
in an extra dollar. Two tickets 
sold in California and Missouri 
matched the numbers for a $1 
million payout. 

The Pennsylvania ticket’s win¬ 
nings were the eighth-largest in 
the game’s history, the lottery as¬ 
sociation said. 

That win comes nearly a week 
after a judge ruled that a woman 
in New Hampshire could remain 
anonymous after claiming a $560 
million jackpot. 

If the new millionaire in Penn¬ 
sylvania wants to keep their iden¬ 
tity secret, they would probably 
face a similar legal hurdle. The 
Pennsylvania Lottery requires 
winners to be named to ensure 
that the system operates with “in¬ 
tegrity and transparency.” 

But past winners have argued 
that the raised profile makes 
them targets. 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

United Airhnes had an in-flight 
incident involving a dog. 

No, not that one. 

Or that other one. 

Another one. 

A United flight from Newark, 
N.J., to St. Louis was diverted 
Thursday after the airhne learned 
it had an unauthorized passenger 
onboard: a dog. The pet was bound 
for Akron, Ohio, but was mistaken¬ 
ly loaded onto the St. Louis flight, 
company spokeswoman Natahe 
Noonan told The Washington Post 
on Saturday. 

And so the plane followed the 
dog’s itinerary. Flight 3996 banked 
toward northeast Ohio after the 
airline “chose the fastest option to 
reunite the dog with his family,” 
Noonan said. 

Passengers were provided com¬ 
pensation for the delay, Noonan 
said, but she declined to describe 
the compensation or confirm how 
many passengers were onboard. 
CNN reported 33. 

Ian Petchenic, a spokesman for 
the flight data company Flightra- 
dar24, told the Post that the flight 
averages about two hours. This 
was a four-hour journey, with 
roughly an hour and a half spent 
on the ground in Akron after di¬ 
verting near Columbus, he said. 

The incident was United’s third 


Judge Charles Temple, who 
ruled in favor of the New Hamp¬ 
shire woman, concluded that re¬ 
vealing her name would be an 
invasion of privacy, in part be¬ 
cause lottery winners in general 
are subject to “repeated solicita¬ 
tion, harassment, and even vio¬ 
lence,” he wrote. 

He cited how a past lottery win¬ 
ner received a bomb threat, how 
another had received nonstop 
phone calls and how several oth¬ 
ers had received requests from 
strangers who wanted handouts. 

Less than three years ago, your 
chances of becoming an instant 
millionaire were 1 in roughly 
175 million after starting with a 
$2 ticket. Now, the odds are 1 in 
roughly 292 million. 

Tweaks to the game in Octo¬ 
ber 2015 increased the number 
of total balls, from 59 to 69, from 
which players need to pick five. It 
may seem like a modest change, 
but the odds of winning the jack¬ 
pot plummeted. 

So now it’s even harder to strike 
it rich with Powerball, leading 
to fewer chances of big payouts, 
which in turn results in balloon¬ 
ing jackpots. When a drawing is 
held and there’s no winning tick¬ 
et, the prize pool rolls over — and 
expands. In turn, the jackpots 
become bigger and bigger, mak¬ 
ing winnings of half a billion dol¬ 
lars — like this one — almost feel 
routine. 


dog-related mishap last week; 
fortunately, this time it led to a 
happier conclusion than the first. 
On March 12, a French bulldog 
puppy named Kokito suffocated 
in an overhead bin after a flight 
attendant insisted the owner stow 
the dog there for a three-hour 
flight from Houston to New York. 

“This little guy fought hard 
for his life, filling our flight with 
his cries until he finally ran out 
of breath,” passenger June Lara 
wrote on Facebook after the in¬ 
cident. “United Airlines does not 
care about the safety of their furry 
travelers. This poor family paid 
$125 for their pet to be murdered 
in front of them.” 

United said it would take full 
responsibility for the “tragic ac¬ 
cident that should never have oc¬ 
curred” and that pets should never 
be placed in the overhead bins. 
The Transportation Department 
is investigating the incident. 

Then on Tuesday, another case 
of mistaken canine identity oc¬ 
curred on a United flight, sending 
a dog owner into a frenzy when 
she discovered a Great Dane in 
the place of her German shep¬ 
herd, Irgo, in a facility at the Kan¬ 
sas City airport. 

Kara Swindle paid to ship Irgo 
as cargo on a flight from Oregon 
to Kansas, but instead the Ger¬ 
man shepherd was put on a flight 
to Japan. 


By David Jeans 
Associated Press 

NEWYORK—Irish PrimeMin- 
ister Leo Varadkar joined along as 
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue came 
ahve with the sound of bagpipes, 
trumpets and crowds decked out 
in lots of green Saturday at the 
257th running of New York City’s 
St. Patrick’s Day parade. 

Several bagpipe bands led a 
parade made up of more than 
100 marching bands after Demo¬ 
cratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo spoke 
briefly, calling it a “day of inclu¬ 
sion” and adding,: “We’re all 
immigrants.” 

New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, also a Democrat, marched 
with police Commissioner James 
O’Neill under sunny skies. 

Varadkar, Ireland’s first openly 
gay leader, watched the parade 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral before 
joining the march. In remarks, 
Cuomo said it was “my pleasure 
to march with him,” especially 
in a parade that long tried to ban 
gays. 

The parade, beginning at 11 
a.m., lasted nearly six hours. 
An estimated 150,000 march¬ 
ers made the 1.4-mile trek past 
Central Park, the cathedral and 
Trump Tower. 

Large since the mid-1800s, the 
parade has celebrated Irish cul¬ 
ture and Irish immigrants, who 
once faced nativist calls for their 
exclusion from the workforce 
— and from the country — when 
they began arriving in the city in 
huge numbers during the Irish 
Famine. 

In the 1990s, parade orga¬ 
nizers were involved in annual 
court fights over whether to ex¬ 
clude openly gay groups from 


the march. This year, at least two 
groups in the parade had banners 
identifying marchers as gay, les¬ 
bian, bisexual or transgender. 

For the 167th time, the lead 
group marching in the parade was 
800 members of the 1st Battalion, 
69th Infantry Regiment, of the 
New York Army National Guard. 
Cuomo joined them. The regi¬ 
ment, once predominantly made 
up of Irish immigrants, first led 
the parade in 1851 as a deterrent 
to anti-immigrant violence. 

Judy Hughes, whose father 
used to march with the 69th In¬ 
fantry Regiment, also known as 
the “Fighting Irish,” said she’s 
been attending the parade “since 
I was a little girl.” 

Her husband. Bill Hughes, a re¬ 
tired police officer who marched 
in the parade for 10 years, looked 
on as a band passed. 

“It’s better being on the other 
side,” he said. 

This year’s grand marshal was 
Loretta Brennan Glucksman, 


chairwoman of The American 
Ireland Fund, a group that has 
raised millions of dollars for 
philanthropic projects in Ire¬ 
land, including funding for inte¬ 
grated schools for Catholic and 
Protestant children in Northern 
Ireland. 

She rode along the parade route 
in a Central Park horse carriage 
driven by a family friend. 

The parade was a familiar oc¬ 
casion for Matthew McCrosson, 
68, who has frequently marched 
in it during the past half-century. 

“The parade truly signifies the 
Irish investment over 250 years in 
the greater New York area,” Mc¬ 
Crosson said. “The parade rep¬ 
resents not only Irish, but people 
from all nationalities.” 

Danny and Carol Manley, an 
Irish New Jersey couple, watched 
the parade with their son, Dan Jr. 

“We like to come back, get to¬ 
gether, see the bagpipers and see 
how the generations have grown 
up,” Danny Manley said. 


United flight diverted due to 
unauthorized dog onboard 
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Putin elected to 4th 
presidential term 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
AND Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

YEKATERINBURG, Russia 
— An exit poll and early returns 
suggest that Vladimir Putin has 
easily won a fourth term, keeping 
him as Russia’s president for six 
more years. 

The nationwide exit poll con¬ 
ducted by the All-Russia Opin¬ 
ion Research Center showed 
that Putin won 73.9 percent of 
Sunday’s presidential vote. The 
poll covered 161,000 respondents 
at 1,200 precincts in 68 Rus¬ 
sian provinces and had a mar¬ 
gin of error of no more than 3.5 
percent. 

The exit poll findings looked 
similar to early results from Rus¬ 
sia’s Far East, where the presi¬ 
dential vote ended eight hours 
ago. The Central Election Com¬ 
mission said with 21 percent of 
all precincts counted, Putin was 
leading the race with 71.9 percent 
of the vote. 

The exit poll showed Commu¬ 
nist candidate Pavel Grudinin in 
second place with 11.2 percent 
of the vote, while ultranational¬ 
ist Vladimir Zhirinovsky came in 
third with 6.7 percent. 

The vote Sunday was tainted by 
widespread reports of ballot-box 
stuffing and forced voting, but 


the complaints will likely do little 
to undermine Putin. 

Putin’s main challenges in the 
election were to obtain a huge 
margin of victory in order to 
claim an indisputable mandate. 
The exit poll suggests he got more 
than 70 percent of the vote. 

He faced seven minor candi¬ 
dates on the ballot. Putin’s most 
vehement and visible foe, anti¬ 
corruption campaigner Alexei 
Navalny, was rejected as a candi¬ 
date because he was convicted of 
fraud in a case widely regarded 
as politically motivated. 

Casting his ballot in Moscow, 
Putin seemed confident of victory, 
saying he would consider any per¬ 
centage of votes a success. 

Given the lack of real competi¬ 
tion, authorities were struggling 
against voter apathy — and put 
many of Russia’s nearly 111 mil¬ 
lion voters under intense pres¬ 
sure to cast ballots. 

Election monitors were report¬ 
ing irregularities at voting sta¬ 
tions across Russia, even though 
election authorities were under 
orders to ensure voting was free 
and fair after violations marred 
Putin’s last election in 2012. 

Back then, Putin faced a seri¬ 
ous opposition movement, but 
since then he has boosted his 
popularity thanks to Russian ac¬ 
tions in Ukraine and Syria. Now, 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


A woman prepares to cast her 
ballot in the presidential election 
in Moscow on Sunday. 

he faces seven challengers but no 
serious threat to his rule. 

Many voters said they were 
under pressure from their em¬ 
ployers to vote. 

Yevgeny Roizman, the mayor 
of Russia’s fourth-largest city, 
Yekaterinburg, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that local officials and 
state employees have all received 
orders “from higher up” to make 
sure the presidential vote turnout 
is over 60 percent. 

A doctor at one of the city’s hos¬ 
pitals told the AP how one kind of 
voting pressure works. 

The doctor, who gave her name 
only as Yekaterina because of 
fears about repercussions, said 
she and her co-workers were told 
to fill out forms detailing not only 
where they would cast their bal¬ 
lots, but giving the names and 
details of two “allies” whom they 
promised to persuade to go vote. 

“People were indignant at first, 
said: ‘They’re violating our rights’ 
... but what can you do?” she said 
at a cafe Saturday. 



Bullit Marquez/AP 

Firefighters battle a fire at the Manila Pavilion Hotel and Casino in Manila, Philippines, on Sunday. 


Hotel fire in Manila leaves at least 3 dead 


Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — A fire that hit a hotel and 
casino complex in the Philippine capital on Sunday 
killed at least three employees, trapped two others 
and forced the evacuation of more than 300 guests, 
some by helicopter, officials said. 

Police said it remains unclear if the fire at the 
Manila Pavilion Hotel and Casino, which was still 
raging after seven hours, started in the casino or in 
an area of the hotel that was under renovation. 

TV footage showed dark gray smoke billowing 
from the first and second floors of the hotel as res¬ 
cuers brought people out of the building. 

Johnny Yu, who heads Manila’s disaster-response 


agency, told reporters that at least six other people 
were overwhelmed by heavy smoke and taken to a 
hospital. Among the dead were two security guards 
and a treasury officer, he said. 

Yu initially said at least four people died in the 
fire, but other officials later said that one of those 
who was feared to have died was revived by doctors 
at a hospital and was in critical condition. 

“The smoke is very heavy and, second, there’s the 
wind that we’re trying to overcome,” Yu said. “Our 
firefighters are having a lot of difficulty.” 

At least 19 people were unaccounted for, but Yu 
said only two, both security camera operators, were 
confirmed to have been trapped in the hotel. 


UK says Russia has 
stash of nerve agent 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain’s foreign 
minister said Sunday that he has 
evidence Russia has been stock¬ 
piling a nerve agent in violation of 
international law, after a Russian 
envoy suggested the toxin used to 
poison a former spy in England 
could have come from a UK. lab. 

Foreign Secretary Boris John¬ 
son said the trail of blame for the 
poisoning of Sergei Skripal and 
his daughter Yulia “leads inexo¬ 
rably to the Kremlin.” 

Johnson told the BBC “we actu¬ 
ally have evidence within the last 
10 years that Russia has not only 
been investigating the delivery of 
nerve agents for the purposes of 
assassination but has also been 
creating and stockpiling Novi- 
chok” — the type of nerve agent 
Britain says was used in the 
attack. 

Johnson said he will brief Eu¬ 
ropean Union foreign ministers 
on the case Monday before meet¬ 
ing NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg. 

The foreign secretary said offi¬ 
cials from the Netherlands-based 
Organization for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons would ar¬ 
rive in Britain on Monday to take 
samples of the nerve agent used 
to poison the Skripals. 

Britain says it is Novichok, a 
class of powerful nerve agent 
developed in the Soviet Union 
toward the end of the Cold War. 
Tests to independently verify the 
British findings are expected to 
take at least two weeks, Britain’s 
Foreign Office said. 

Vladimir Chizhov, Moscow’s 
EU ambassador, said Russia 
has no chemical weapons stock¬ 
piles and was not behind the 



Johnson 


poisoning. 

Chizhov pointed out that the 
UK. chemical weapons research 
facility, Porton Down, is only 
8 miles from Salisbury, where 
Skripal — a former Russian in¬ 
telligence officer convicted in 
his home country of spying for 
Britain — and his daughter were 
found March 4. They remain in 
critical condition. 

Asked if he was saying Porton 
I Down was 
responsible, 
Chizhov 
replied, “I 
I don’t know.” 

The UK. 

I government 
dismissed 
the ambas¬ 
sador’s sug¬ 
gestion as 
“nonsense.” 
Britain 

and Russia have each expelled 23 
diplomats, broken off high-level 
contacts and taken other punitive 
steps in the escalating tit-for-tat 
dispute, which clouded the run¬ 
up to Sunday’s presidential elec¬ 
tion in Russia. Exit polls showed 
President Vladimir Putin eas¬ 
ily won a fourth term amid wide¬ 
spread voter apathy. 

Western powers see the poison¬ 
ing of the Skripals as the latest 
sign of increasingly aggressive 
Russian interference in foreign 
countries. 

Johnson said Britain’s National 
Security Council will meet to dis¬ 
cuss “what further measures if 
any” the country will take. 

Russia’s ambassador in London, 
Alexander Yakovenko, called for 
“cooler heads,” telling the Mail 
on Sunday that the dispute is “es¬ 
calating dangerously and out of 
proportion.” 


N. Korean diplomat heads 
to Finland for US talks 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — A se¬ 
nior North Korean diplomat han¬ 
dling North American affairs was 
heading to Finland on Sunday 
for talks with the US. and South 
Korea. 

Choe Kang Il’s trip comes 
ahead of a possible meeting be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un. 

South Korea’s Yonhap news 
agency said Choe was seen at a 
Beijing airport Sunday before 
boarding a flight to Finland. The 
report cited unnamed “diplomatic 
sources” in Seoul as saying Choe 
would take part in a meeting with 
former US. diplomats, including 
former US. Ambassador to South 
Korea Kathleen Stephens, and 
South Korean security experts. 

South Korea’s Foreign Minis¬ 
try said the gathering would be 
similar to the so-called “Track 2” 
dialogue that has involved North 
Korean officials and former US. 
officials and experts. It gave no 


further details. 

Choe was in the delegation 
North Korea sent to last month’s 
Winter Olympics in South Korea. 

On Saturday, Sweden’s foreign 
minister concluded three days of 
talks in Stockholm with her North 
Korean counterpart, saying they 
discussed the “opportunities and 
challenges for continued diplo¬ 
matic efforts to reach a peaceful 
solution” to the Koreas’ security 
dispute. 

Sweden has been rumored as 
a possible site for a U.S.-North 
Korea summit, though a truce vil¬ 
lage on the South Korean side of 
the Demilitarized Zone between 
the Koreas is seen as more likely. 

Trump has agreed to meet Kim 
by May. So far. North Korea has 
yet to comment publicly on what 
it hopes to gain from the talks. 

Senior South Korean officials 
who traveled to the North Korean 
capital of Pyongyang this month 
and met with Kim say he is will¬ 
ing to discuss the North’s nuclear 
weapons program. 
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Coyote captured after 
standoff outside jail 

W A ROANOKE — Authori- 
w ties in Virginia engaged 
in a two-hour standoff outside a 
city jail. Their foe? A coyote. 

Ricky Clemons, with Roanoke’s 
Solid Waste Management depart¬ 
ment, told The Roanoke Times 
he encountered the full-grown 
coyote crouched near a recycling 
bin in the shade of the jail and 
state courthouse buildings Fri¬ 
day morning. He said the coyote 
snarled, but didn’t run. 

Authorities eventually used 
a tranquilizer dart to take the 
animal from the scene. While all 
humans escaped unscathed, Vir¬ 
ginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries Conservation 
Police Officer Shannon Smith said 
the animal showed signs of being 
sick and would be euthanized. 

Woman accused of 
threat to son’s school 

HIDDENITE — Au- 

thorities said a North 
Carolina woman threatened to 
bomb her son’s school because 
she was upset that he was being 
punished. 

Alexander County Sheriff Chris 
Bowman told WBTV-TV that Bar¬ 
bara Elizabeth Sherrill, 29, made 
threats about placing bombs at 
East Alexander Middle School. 
Sherrill’s son reportedly got into 
an altercation and was being dis¬ 
ciplined by school officials. 

Sherrill told others about the 
bombs and said law enforcement 
“better hope they find them be¬ 
fore they go off.” A statement 
from authorities says no threats 
were found after the school was 
searched. 

The Lenoir woman was charged 
with felony false report of mass 
violence on education property. 

Police: Man took taxi to 
and from bank robbery 


THE CENSUS 

$5M 


The amount a Cleveland restaurant says someone won in a weekly raffle that was intended to draw busi¬ 
ness but ended up lasting nearly a year as the jackpot climbed. The crowd at Crayton Road Tavern hooted 
and hollered Wednesday when the latest entry drawn in the Queen of Hearts game picked the right number. 
WJW-TV reported the winner is a man from Hinckley, Ohio, who opted to remain anonymous for now. 




Elias Funez, The (Grass Valley, Calif.) Union/AP 


A game fit for a king 

Dressed as royalty, King Steele Witchek, left, challenges Seven Hills Middle School teacher Paul Gross during the Tournament of Games 
portion of the 28tli annual Medieval Feast at the Miners Foundry Cultural Center in Nevada City, Calif., on Thursday. 


I ly EVANSVILLE — Police 
1 say a 19-year-old Indi¬ 
ana man took a cab to and from 
a bank robbery and that he paid 
the driver with some of his stolen 
cash. 

Derrick Faria was arrested less 
than an hour after Thursday’s 
robbery of a Fifth Third Bank 
branch in Evansville. The Evans¬ 
ville Courier & Press reported 
that Faria reportedly passed a 
teller a note demanding money, 
but that he didn’t show a weapon. 

Faria was being held at the 
Vanderburgh County Jail on 
preliminary charges of rob¬ 
bery and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

More dogs found with 
animal cruelty suspect 

UI ROME TOWNSHIP 
I w 11 — A woman accused of 

animal cruelty after more than 
200 animals were removed from 
her southern Michigan property 
was arrested after authorities say 
they found additional neglected 
animals. 

Sharon Kay Evans, of Lenawee 
County’s Rome Township, was 
arrested Friday on suspicion of 
violating an order not to possess 


animals. Sheriff’s officials said 
they acted on tips that Evans had 
dogs and recovered more than a 
dozen after obtaining a search 
warrant. 

Earlier this year, authorities 
removed roughly 200 dogs, 32 
horses, five cats, two peacocks 
and a donkey from the property. 
A not guilty plea was entered for 
her in January on a charge of fel¬ 
ony animal cruelty. 

Man queried in goat’s 
death barred from farm 

||i| p SCARBOROUGH — 
I w I b A man questioned in 
the death of a pregnant goat killed 
with a crossbow has been barred 
from the Maine farm where the 
animal was found. 

The Portland Press Herald 
reported that a judge issued a 
protective order for the owner of 
Smiling Hill Farm against Daniel 
Arnold, 40. 

Police investigating the goat’s 
death arrested Arnold last month 
on suspicion of possessing a cross¬ 
bow in violation of a previous 
probation order. He has not been 
charged with killing the animal. 

Investigators said he was seen 


near the farm on Feb. 17, the 
night before the goat was found 
dead. Police said he has denied 
shooting the animal. 

Teddy bear with toy gun 
sparks anxiety in town 

1^ A/I SOCORRO — A giant 
I w I stuffed teddy bear sit¬ 
ting on a park bench holding a toy 
gun near an elementary school 
sparked anxiety in one New Mex¬ 
ico town. 

KOB-TV in Albuquerque re¬ 
ported the teddy bear was spotted 
Tuesday in Socorro, but police 
said no laws were broken. 

Socorro Police Chief Mike 
Winders said police investigated 
the matter and there was no spe¬ 
cific threat attached. 

No arrests were made. 

Veteran inaccurately 
declared dead 

ly ^ FAYETTEVILLE — 
Federal officials have 
discovered a North Carolina vet¬ 
eran isn’t dead yet. 

The Fayetteville Observer re¬ 
ported that Charles Covell, 81, 
of Fayetteville, was surprised to 


learn that he had been declared 
dead by the Veterans Affairs De¬ 
partment last month. 

Covell’s wife realized some¬ 
thing was wrong when a monthly 
disability payment was not de¬ 
posited into their account. They 
learned a death certificate for 
a Charles Covell was filed in 
January. 

Covell spent 12 years in the 
Army, serving with the 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division and the 5th Spe¬ 
cial Forces Group at Fort Bragg. 

A spokeswoman from US. Rep. 
Richard Hudson’s office said 
Tuesday the VA said the mistake 
had been corrected. 

Warrant: Man says toy 
gun used in carjackings 

I A NEW ORLEANS — An 
18-year-old man who is 
accused of using a toy gun in sev¬ 
eral armed carjackings in Louisi¬ 
ana has been arrested. 

NOLA.com/The Times-Pica- 
yune reported that New Orleans 
police arrested Don Johnson on 
March 8 after officers said they 
saw him driving a car that was 
stolen three days earlier in an 
armed carjacking. 


Johnson’s arrest warrant states 
that he confessed to three armed 
carjackings along with other 
robberies. 

According to the arrest war¬ 
rant, Johnson said he did not use 
a real gun in any of the robber¬ 
ies, but rather a toy gun that he’d 
painted black so that it would ap¬ 
pear real. Johnson was booked 
on several charges that include 
armed robbery and carjacking. 

Police say woman 
hit husband with cans 

O R lakeside—A uthor- 
ities arrested an Ore¬ 
gon woman accused of assaulting 
her husband with canned goods. 

The Coos Bay World reported 
that sheriff’s deputies responding 
to a report of domestic violence 
found evidence that Katherine 
Lavigne, 53, of Lakeside beat her 
husband with a can of tomato sauce 
and threw other cans at him. 

Lavigne was booked into jail on 
an assault charge. The Coos Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Office says deputies 
also found methamphetamine in 
her possession, and a drug charge 
is pending. 

From wire reports 
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Steve DiETL/Crackle via AP 


Sean Bean, left, and Ryan Kwanten star in the Crackle original series “The Oath.” Bean has also appeared — and died — in the film 
“The Lord of the Rings” and the television series “Game of Thrones.” 

Sean Bean on his many deaths and ‘Game of Thrones’ legacy 


By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

S ean Bean is as famous for his rug¬ 
ged looks and thick northern British 
accent as the many creative ways in 
which he dies on screen. 

He’s been stabbed, shot, chased off a 
cliff, tossed off a satellite dish, beheaded, 
exploded, killed by arrows, and drawn and 
quartered in everything from the Bond 
movie “Goldeneye” to “Game of Thrones” 
and “The Lord of the Rings.” 

For his new series, the Yorkshire-bred 
actor shockingly makes it to the end of the 
season. In “The Oath,” on Crackle, Bean 
plays the imprisoned patriarch of a gang of 
rogue cops. It’s a brooding, dark and violent 
look at how corrosive corruption can be. 

Bean, 58, talked with The Associated 
Press about the new series, his many 
deaths and why he’s pleased that he’s left 
his mark on “Game of Thrones” long after 
losing his head. 

Associated Press: This is another 
tightly wound, sinister character. What 
attracts you to them? 

Sean Bean: I guess when your charac¬ 
ter is in darkness or is very cerebral and 
contained, you don’t have to learn as many 
lines. (Laughs.) You just do it with facial 
expression. They do actually tend to be 
men-of-not-many-words sort of characters 
— I quite like that. I don’t like saying too 
much. I don’t like too much repetition. 

The series is shot in Puerto Rico and 
had to contend with Hurricane Maria in 
September. The cast and crew returned 
to finish filming after that monster storm. 
Was it hard? 

I was there for the first few weeks. I’d 
finished my scenes by, I suppose, July, 
something like that. I’d been gone about 
three weeks when I started picking it up 
on the news report. It was pretty bad, you 
know. I know it gets storms in that part of 
the world but I never thought it would be 
as bad as that. I thought about the people 
there who welcomed us with open arms. 
They’re very friendly and hardworking 
people and it was just a shock to think that 
they were there and the power was out. 

Is there a second season in the works 
and are you a part of it? 

Well, I don’t die in it. Well, maybe I 
shouldn’t tell you. You know, everyone ex¬ 
pects me to die, don’t they? I think there’s 
talk of it. I think they’re seeing how it goes 
down and see what the reaction is. 

Can we talk about your many deaths? 
Does it affect your choices? 

I don’t mind. I remember Sean Connery 
once said that he doesn’t like dying in films. 


He doesn’t take jobs on where he dies in 
films. He doesn’t think it’s a good vibe or 
good karma. So I don’t know where that 
leaves me. I can understand that, but I’ve 
done it so many times. It’s not intentional, 
but I know I’m high up in the death table. 
But they’ve all been quite memorable. It’s 
a surprise when I survive. A quite nice sur¬ 
prise for me and, hopefully, for the audience 
as you always think I’m going to die. 

Actually, we’re a little shocked you 
managed to survive through the first sea¬ 
son of “The Oath.” 

There was talk about me dying in it but 
they liked what they saw, what I was doing, 
and I think they decided to extend his life 


a bit more. 

Can we talk about your accent? It seems 
like many directors leave you alone. 

Unless there’s a reason to change it, 
I usually use how I speak now. Not too 
broad. If I spoke really broad Yorkshire, 
people might not understand what I’m say¬ 
ing. I kind of tone it down. It suits the char¬ 
acters that I play, many of them anyway. 
Certainly it suited Ned Stark. We did the 
read-through and the producers and direc¬ 
tors and writers said, ‘Just talk like that, 
Sean. What do you think?’ I said, ‘Yeah, all 
right. Good with me.’ But then everybody 
who came after was part of the Stark fam¬ 
ily who had to adopt a Yorkshire accent. 


Speaking of “Game of Thrones,” we 
know Stark had a swift and grisly end. 
But have you noticed that your story 
line is still the dominant one? Does that 
please you? 

I’m glad they remember me and am 
mentioned because it leaves a legacy. It’s 
wonderful to be still mentioned because 
the character made such a big impact in 
the first season. He was one of a very few 
good men. They’re all such backstabbers; 
poisonous people. He kind of stood out as a 
man with principles and morals and a good 
heart. A strong, confident man. That’s 
probably one of the reasons he didn’t sur¬ 
vive. He wasn’t devilish enough. 


Rihanna responds to ad asking if yon’d rather slap her or pnnch Chris Brown: ‘Shame on you’ 


From wire reports 

Rihanna just called out Snap- 
chat for an insensitive ad that 
brought “shame” to survivors and 
victims of domestic violence. 

The 30-year-old singer, who 
was physically assaulted by ex 
Chris Brown in 2009, shared a 
statement to her Instagram ac¬ 
count after Snapchat posted a 
controversial ad that asked if 
users would rather “Slap Rihan¬ 
na” or “Punch Chris Brown.” 

“I’m just trying to figure out 
what the point was with this 
mess! I’d love to call it ignorance, 
but I know you ain’t that dumb,” 
she wrote. “You spent money to 
animate something that would 
intentionally bring shame to DV 
(domestic violence) victims and 
made a joke of it! I!” 

Snapchat said in a statement 
Wednesday the ad was reviewed 
and approved “in error” and was 


immediately removed once the 
company became aware the ad 
was circulating. 

“We are sorry this happened,” 
Snapchat said in a statement, but 
Rihanna said she wasn’t accept¬ 
ing the “app-oligy.” 

“This isn’t about my personal 
feelings ... but all the women, 
children and men that have been 
victims of DV in the past and 
especially the ones who haven’t 
made it out ... you let us down! 
Shame on you,” she wrote. 

Danny Boyle says he’s 
working on script 

Danny Boyle says he’s working 
on the script for the next James 
Bond movie. 

The British director has been 
rumored to be at the top of the list 
to direct the 25th film in the spy 
action franchise. He says he’s col¬ 
laborating with John Hodge, who 


wrote Boyle’s “Trainspotting.” 
Boyle says the two are “working 
on a script at the moment.” He 
says he can’t offer more details. 

MGM, which produces James 
Bond films, has not confirmed who 
will direct the next installment. 

Boyle made the comments 
Wednesday. 

Sheeran, Gaga, more 
to cover Elton John 

Elton John’s songs will be re¬ 
worked by top artists including 
Ed Sheeran, Lady Gaga, Willie 
Nelson and Chris Stapleton. 

John announced March 15 the 
April 6 release of two albums. 
“Revamp” will include covers by 
pop and rock stars from Mary J. 
Blige to Miley Cyrus. Miranda 
Lambert and Dolly Parton will 
appear on the country album 
“Restoration.” 

Pink and Logic will team up for 


“Bennie and the Jets,” and Flor¬ 
ence + the Machine take on “Tiny 
Dancer.” Other acts on “Revamp” 
include Sam Smith, Coldplay, The 
Killers, Mumford and Sons, Q- 
Tip, Demi Lovato, Queens of the 
Stone Age and Alessia Cara. 

“Restoration” features artists 
including Rosanne Cash, Don Hen¬ 
ley, Maren Morris, Kacey Mus- 
graves and Brothers Osborne. 

Azealia Banks lashes 
out while leaving court 

Short-fused rapper Azealia 
Banks failed to show proof she fin¬ 
ished six hours of anger manage¬ 
ment over the past year, dooming 
her opportunity to get her club 
bouncer biting case reduced to a 
violation on March 15. 

The performer brought pa¬ 
perwork that said she was two 
hours shy of the requirement of 


her Manhattan Criminal Court 
plea deal. That led prosecutors to 
object to her misdemeanor being 
dismissed in favor of a violation. 
Judge Angela Badamo said Banks 
has to come back April 3 for pros¬ 
ecutors to sort out the discrepan¬ 
cy. Banks’ lawyer Jess Berkowitz 
said he believed she actually was 
in compliance. 

Banks’ infamous temper flared 
as she left the courthouse. She 
insulted reporters and photogra¬ 
phers following her to the street. 

Other news 

■ Comedian Wanda Sykes 
will host the 29th GLAAD Media 
Awards in Los Angeles on April 
12. 

■ Queen Elizabeth II has given 
her formal consent to the marriage 
of Prince Harry and Meghan Mar- 
kle. The prince and the American 
actress are to marry May 19. 
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EU reveals which US products may face tariffs 


By Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — The European 
Union on Friday published a list 
of US. products it plans to intro¬ 
duce duties on if the 28-nation 
bloc is not exempted from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s steel and 
aluminum tariffs. 

The list contains dozens of 
products including breakfast 
foods, kitchenware, clothing and 
footwear, washing machines, tex¬ 
tiles, whiskey, motorcycles, boats 
and batteries. 


They are worth around 2.8 bil¬ 
lion euros ($3.4 billion) in trade 
annually, but the list could grow 
to the equivalent of 6.4 billion 
euros once the full extent of the 
impact of US. tariffs is known. 

The EU’s executive commis¬ 
sion, which negotiates trade 
matters on behalf of member 
countries, gave European indus¬ 
try stakeholders 10 days to object 
if they fear that any products tar¬ 
geted for “rebalancing” tariffs 
would hurt their business. 

Trump announced that he was 
imposing tariffs of 25 percent on 


imported steel and 10 percent 
on aluminum. He temporar¬ 
ily exempted big steel producers 
Canada and Mexico — provid¬ 
ed they agree to renegotiate a 
North American trade deal to his 
satisfaction. 

He said other countries could 
be spared as well if they can 
convince Washington that their 
exports don’t threaten American 
industry. The tariffs are set to 
enter force this month. 

The EU believes it too should be 
exempted and rejects Trump’s as¬ 
sertion that the tariffs are needed 


for national security and are sim¬ 
ply protectionist measures. Most 
EU countries are US. allies in the 
world’s biggest security organiza¬ 
tion, NATO. 

EU Trade Commissioner Ce¬ 
cilia Malmstrom will hold talks 
this week with US. Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross. 

Malmstrom met in Brussels 
March 10 with US. Trade Rep¬ 
resentative Robert Lighthizer 
to discuss the tariffs and the ex¬ 
emption procedures. She said she 
got “no immediate clarity on the 


US probes deaths caused by airbag failures in Hyundai, Kia cars 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

DETROIT—Air bags in some Hyundai and 
Kia cars failed to inflate in crashes, and four 
people are dead. Now the US. government’s 
road safety agency wants to know why. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad¬ 
ministration says it’s investigating problems 
that affect an estimated 425,000 cars made 
by the Korean automakers. The agency also is 
looking into whether the same problem could 
happen in vehicles made by other companies. 

In documents posted on its website Satur¬ 
day, the safety agency says the probe covers 
2011 Hyundai Sonata midsize cars and 2012 
and 2013 Kia Forte compacts. The agency 
says it has reports of six front-end crashes 
with significant damage to the cars. Four peo¬ 
ple died, and six were injured. 

The problem has been traced to electrical 
circuit shorts in air bag control computers 
made by parts supplier ZF-TRW. The NHTSA 
now wants to know if other automakers used 
the same computer. 

On Feb. 27, Hyundai recalled nearly 155,000 
Sonatas due to air bag failures, which the com¬ 
pany blamed on the short circuits. Hyundai’s 
sister automaker Kia, which sells similar ve¬ 
hicles, has yet to issue a recall. 

In a statement Saturday, Kia said it has not 


confirmed any air bag nondeployments in its 
2002-13 Kia Forte models arising from “the 
potential chip issue.” The company said it will 
work with NHTSA investigators. 

“Kia will act promptly to conduct a safety 
recall if it determines that a recall would be 
appropriate,” the company said. 

A consumer complaint cited in the NHTSA’s 
investigation documents said Kia was informed 
of a crash near Oakland in which air bags failed 
to deploy, and a passenger was killed. 

In October 2015, the complainant told the 
NHTSA that a 2012 Forte was involved in a 
serious front-end crash that occurred in July 
2013. A passenger was killed, and the driver 
was injured. According to the complaint, Kia 
was notified, the air bag computer was tested, 
and it was “ Wnd not to be working.” 

Hyundai spokesman Jim Trainer said the 
problem occurred in rare high-speed head-on 
collisions that were offset from the center of 
the vehicles. “It’s very unusual to have that 
kind of collision,” he said Saturday. 

Dealers will consider offering loaner cars 
to owners until the problem can be repaired, 
he said. 

“We certainly would do everything we can 
to help our customers,” Trainer said. 

Hyundai said in a statement that the air bag 
control circuitry was damaged in three crash¬ 
es, and a fourth crash is under investigation. 


ZF-TRW said in a statement that it is pre¬ 
vented by confidentiality agreements from 
identifying other automakers who bought its 
air bag control computers. The company said 
it is working with customers and supports the 
NHTSA investigation. 

According to the NHTSA, Hyundai investi¬ 
gated and found the problem was “electrical 
overstress” in the computers. The company 
didn’t have a fix developed at the time but 
said it was investigating the problem with ZF- 
TRW. Hyundai does not yet have a fix for the 
problem but said it expects the Sonata recall 
to start April 20. The problem also can stop 
the seat belts from tightening before a crash. 

In the documents, the NHTSA said it under¬ 
stands that the Kia Fortes under investigation 
use similar air bag control computers made 
by ZF-TRW. The agency noted a 2016 recall 
involving more than 1.4 million Fiat Chrys¬ 
ler cars and SUVs that had a similar problem 
causing the air bags not to deploy. Agency 
documents show those vehicles had air bag 
computers made by ZF-TRW. 

The agency says four crashes occurred 
in Sonatas and two happened in Fortes. One 
Forte crash happened in Canada. All six 
crashes were reported to the NHTSA be¬ 
tween 2012 and 2017, but it was unclear when 
they occurred. 


exact US. procedure.” 

That weekend. Trump argued 
that the US. has been abused 
economically by the EU, saying 
they were “wonderful countries 
who treat the U.S. very badly on 
trade.” 

The EU insists that it is com¬ 
mitted to open, global trade and 
that Trump’s tariffs are a pro¬ 
tective measure to prop up U.S. 
industry which could undermine 
the global trading system. The 
bloc says a glut on steel markets 
is to blame. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 19). 

Dollar buys (March 19). 

British pound (March 19). 

Japanese yen (March 19). 

South Korean won (March 19).... 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Doilar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Hong Kong (Doilar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israei (Shekei). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Phiiippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


....0.3770 

.$1.3933 

.1.3079 

6 3249 

6 0639 

.17.6165 

....$1.2284/0.8141 

7 8428 
253 16 

.3.4575 

106 06 

.0.3001 

7 7268 

.51.98 

.3.43 

.3.7509 

1 3167 

.1,068.03 

.0.9521 

.31.23 

....3.9095 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.74 

30-year bond.3.08 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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OPINION _ 

Why Putin treats Britain with disdain 


By Anne Applebaum 
The Washington Post 

L ondongrad is the nickname, not 
entirely affectionate, that wealthy 
Russians have bestowed upon Brit¬ 
ain’s capital. The term doesn’t just 
designate a physical place, though many 
Russians do indeed live here. Londongrad 
is more properly a state of mind — encom¬ 
passing not only the nonresident owners 
of large houses in Kensington but also the 
British institutions, banks, law firms, ac¬ 
countants, private schools, art galleries and 
even the Conservative Party fundraisers 
that have gone out of their way to accom¬ 
modate them. 

Londongrad can be a place of bizarre 
contrasts. A few years ago, I found myself 
standing on the sideline of a school’s rugby 
pitch, watching small boys tackle one an¬ 
other in the mud. All around me were the 
green fields of England; cows were graz¬ 
ing in the middle distance. Huddled on the 
sidehnes, a group of men — presumably 
parents of some of the small boys — were 
arguing loudly, in Russian, about large 
sums of money. Equally weird was a walk 
with friends in rural Hampshire, past the 
gates of a vast estate. Although registered 
to a company called Skymist Holdings, the 
house was in fact owned by Elena Baturina, 
a Russian business executive who became 
enormously rich while her husband, Yuri 
Luzhkov, was the mayor of Moscow. The lo¬ 
cals knew the owner’s identity because they 
had seen Luzhkov at the pub. 

These incongruities were produced by a 
tacit deal: For two decades, the British es¬ 
tablishment has agreed not to think too hard 
about where the Russians got their money 


— how cash was stolen from the state, re¬ 
cycled in the West, then used to help bring 
Vladimir Putin and his ex-KGB colleagues 
to power. In return, the Russians spent a lot 
of that money in Britain, to the benefit of the 
British. 

The relationship has, at times, been ex¬ 
traordinarily complicit. There was the 2006 
London flotation of Rosneft, the oil com¬ 
pany created from the stolen assets of an¬ 
other oil company, whose owner had been 
arrested and sent to prison in Siberia. The 
prospectus did actually warn potential pur¬ 
chasers of the risks: “Crime and corruption 
could create a difficult business chmate in 
Russia.” But the sale went forward, reaped 
rewards for those who arranged it and es- 
tabhshed a principle: Stolen goods can be¬ 
come legal as long as the London financial 
establishment approves. 

Now, the relationship is at a low point. 
The British were shocked — or should I say 
“shocked, shocked” — to discover that Rus¬ 
sian operatives treat all of Britain like Lon¬ 
dongrad. For a second time, they appear to 
have used a dangerous chemical agent in an 
attempt to murder one of their compatriots 
on British soil. On Wednesday, Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May eloquently condemned 
Russia for its use of a “military-grade nerve 
agent,” declared she would expel 23 Rus¬ 
sian diplomats and charged that the Russian 
government has “demonstrated complete 
disdain for the gravity of these events.” 

But that means she doesn’t understand 
the profundity of the problem — that the 
Russian government treats Britain with 
disdain because the Russian government 
thinks it has bought the British elite. Worse 
than that, it may be right. On the day of 
May’s speech, Gazprom, the state-con¬ 


trolled energy company that is the source 
of wealth for so many of Russia’s leaders, 
issued an eight-year, nearly $1 billion eu¬ 
robond. The Russian Embassy sent out a 
tweet announcing that the Gazprom sale 
was oversubscribed and added a punchline: 
“Business as usual?” On Friday, the Rus¬ 
sian government itself sold $7 bilhon worth 
of eurobonds. 

That same afternoon, London police offi¬ 
cials opened another murder investigation 
into the death of another Russian, this time 
a businessman and government critic. It is 
being reported that investigators have de¬ 
tected signs he may have been strangled. 

On Sunday in Moscow, the regime reaf¬ 
firmed its power, holding an election which 
exit polls late in the day said was won by 
Putin. All those events are connected. Our 
institutions, our banks, our tax havens have 
helped create this profoundly cynical re¬ 
gime in Moscow, one with no regard for our 
laws or political traditions. And we are still 
unable to see it. 

In her parliamentary statement, the 
prime minister did leave open the possi¬ 
bility of harsher financial sanctions. But 
the real question for Britain — as well as 
France, Germany and the United States 
— is whether we are willing to end the fi¬ 
nancial relationship altogether. 

We could outlaw tax havens in the Virgin 
Islands as well as in Delaware and Nevada; 
we could make it impossible to buy property 
anonymously; we could ban Russian com¬ 
panies with dubious origins from our stock 
exchanges. But that would cost our own fi¬ 
nanciers and real estate agents, disrupt the 
discreet flow of cash into the coffers of po¬ 
litical parties, deprive the art market of its 
biggest investors. Does May have the nerve 
to do that? Do any of us? 


This ‘year of the woman’ feels different than ’92 


By Karen Tumulty 
The Washington Post 

T he video begins with Democratic 
congressional candidate Sol Flores 
standing in her childhood bed¬ 
room in Chicago, recalhng happy 
times when she decorated it with unicorns 
and rainbows and posters of her boy-band 
crushes. 

Then Flores’ narration takes a detour, 
into a dark family secret: “There was a man 
that was living with us that would come into 
my bedroom when I was asleep.” 

A convergence of the #MeToo movement 
and the political activism that ignited after 
President Donald Trump’s election has in¬ 
spired what appears to be a record number 
of women running for offices up and down 
the ballot this year. These are not just ca¬ 
reer politicians climbing the next step on 
the ladder but newly energized activists 
who say running for office never occurred 
to them until the last election. 

And here is what is even more surprising 
about this crop of female candidates: Many 
are speaking openly about painful, per¬ 
sonal experiences with sexual abuse and 
harassment. 

In 1992, the last time there was talk of an 
election being a “year of the woman,” it was 
in large measure because the confirmation 
hearings of Supreme Court Justice Clar¬ 
ence Thomas brought sexual harassment to 
the forefront. Back then, though, it was still 
taboo for female candidates to talk about 
their own encounters with the problem. 

I remember the sense everyone felt in 
1992 that nothing would ever be the same 
for women, that their voices would only 
grow stronger and louder. But joining the 
club in those days meant hving by its rules. 
This time feels different. Now, the expe¬ 


rience of suffering sexual harassment or 
assault has been transformed into a way to 
connect, particularly for the Democratic 
contenders who have become the vanguard 
of the resistance movement. What once was 
a private shame is now a selling point. 

Flores, the founder of a Chicago nonprofit 
that serves homeless youth, said that after 
she went public with her story of being mo¬ 
lested as a child, she heard from Sara Free¬ 
man, a Democratic Minnesota state house 
contender who now speaks openly about her 
recovery from being raped at gunpoint two 
decades ago. 

Democrat Mary Barzee Flores, a former 
circuit court judge running for Congress in 
Florida, has talked of being groped by the 
night manager of a Pizza Hut where she 
worked when she was a teenager. As a law¬ 
yer, Flores said, she encountered “a judge 
who made a crack about my looks on my 
very first day in court.” 

In Maryland, Democratic state Sen. 
Cheryl Kagan this month accused lobby¬ 
ist Gil Genn of running his hand down her 
back and onto her buttocks in a crowded 
pub. Now, the two are arguing over whether 
the brief physical contact revealed by secu¬ 
rity camera footage of the event constitutes 
inappropriate conduct. The tape does ap¬ 
pear to show that his initial insistence that 
he had not touched her at all was false. 

Previous generations of female politi¬ 
cians kept these kinds of experiences to 
themselves. 

“Absolutely no one would dare do a 
#MeToo then, although we talked in private 
about who to watch out for and never get in 
an elevator with,” recalled former Demo¬ 
cratic Rep. Pat Schroeder, of Colorado, who 
ran briefly for her party’s 1988 presiden¬ 
tial nomination and who was not known for 


being timid. “They felt vulnerable, and if 
they talked about it, they became even more 
vulnerable.” 

That remained true even in the explo¬ 
sion of female candidates after the Thomas 
hearings. “Part of that was we all saw how 
Anita Hill was treated” by the all-white, all¬ 
male Senate Judiciary Committee, Schro¬ 
eder said. “They just dumped all over her 
and got away with it. We all internalized it.” 

Not anymore. 

No one would argue that these kinds of 
life experiences, by themselves, quahfy 
anyone for public office. And there is even 
a danger that they will become a distraction 
from other issues. 

“I’ve sort of been pigeonholed into one 
issue. I’m just the #MeToo candidate,” 
complained Freeman, a former investment 
banker who says her top priority if elected 
would be improving Minnesota’s pubhc 
schools. 

But, she adds, at a moment of awakened 
sensitivity to sexual transgressions, “these 
conversations are just too important not to 
be having.” 

There is no small irony in the fact that 
all of this, while long overdue, might not be 
happening had the nation elected its first fe¬ 
male president in 2016. 

Instead, a man credibly accused of sexual 
misconduct by more than a dozen women 
sits in the Oval Office. 

The old feminist mantra had it that the 
personal is political. In the #MeToo era, 
that connection is being forged more di¬ 
rectly than ever, one story at a time. But 
while laying bare what was once kept secret 
may ultimately produce a healthier culture 
in politics, what voters will want to know 
is how all of this is going to change their 
lives. 
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So much of consoling is in what isn’t said 


By Hannah Rose 
Special to The Baltimore Sun 

Y oung adults overdosing from her¬ 
oin is not a new phenomenon; it 
has existed for decades. The re¬ 
cent influx of fentanyl-laced her¬ 
oin, however, has been leading to a massive 
increase in the frequency of overdoses. The 
last two years of my life have been riddled 
with the deaths of friends. 

In January of 2017, my boyfriend’s best 
friend passed away from an overdose. I re¬ 
member racking my brain every night to 
figure out how I could take away his pain 
— what I could say to make it better, what I 
could say to ease the grief 
I have read time and again in spiritual or 
wellness literature about empathy being a 
process that involves putting ourselves in 
the other person’s shoes and allowing our¬ 
selves to connect with the thing in us that 
understands their pain. I have constructed 
lectures around healthy communication 
and the empathic process, yet when it was 
my turn to practice empathy, it was incred¬ 
ibly difficult. 

I felt powerless over someone else’s pain 
and like I didn’t have a purpose if I couldn’t 
make them feel better at that moment. I 
felt frustrated at not knowing that perfect 
thing to say. 

Then it occurred to me: What if there 


is nothing we could possibly say to make 
their pain go away? What if we miss our op¬ 
portunities for genuine empathy by trying 
to “fix” someone else’s emotional pain or 
quicken the grieving process? 

“Rarely can a response make something 
better; what makes something better is 
connection,” said Brene Brown, a research 
professor at the University of Houston who 
studies empathy. 

All I needed to do was show up and lis¬ 
ten — and become comfortable with the si¬ 
lence of not being able to fully understand 
his pain in that moment. 

If you love someone who is currently in 
emotional pain or grieving, it’s natural to 
want to make their pain go away. But you 
cannot take that process away from them. 
And if you could, it would be a disservice to 
that person and their emotional growth. 

We grow through pain. We cultivate re¬ 
silience through walking directly into the 
pain and coming out on the other side. 

So, what if instead of avoiding someone 
because you know you can’t “make it bet¬ 
ter” or “say the right thing,” you simply 
show up and hold space for their emotional 
experience? 

I’ll never forget when a friend of mine 
was grieving because his brother had just 
overdosed and died. I was a few days into a 
new job at a hospital, the same one where 
his brother had been on life support. 



Niranjan Shrestha/AP 


Family members of a passenger of a plane 
crash console each other outside a hospi¬ 
tal in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Tuesday. 

I reached out to this friend and met him 
outside while he smoked a cigarette. I 
stood with him, not saying a word, while he 
spoke about his brother, cried and eventu¬ 
ally stood in silence himself 

The silence contained more emotion and 


meaning than anything I could have pos¬ 
sibly said to him. The reality is that I had 
not experienced the same amount of pain, 
and that was OK. I chose to throw away 
my arsenal of spiritual and positive quotes 
about “time healing all wounds” and his 
brother being “in a better place now” and 
the rest of those things we say just to say in 
the wake of grief 

I don’t know if his brother is in a better 
place. 

I don’t think his death was “supposed” 
to happen. 

And I know that if I was grieving, those 
would be the last things I wanted to hear. 

It’s OK to not know. 

This friend thanked me for reaching out 
and standing with him outside of the hos¬ 
pital, remarking that many of his friends 
hadn’t contacted him because they didn’t 
know what to say. 

I understand that now. 

Because there is nothing to say. 

But we should still show up. 

So if you love someone who is grieving, 
know that you are doing everything you 
can do by simply being there. By listening, 
holding space, and allowing yourself to be 
silent with vulnerability between you. 

It will make a difference. 

It has made a difference to me. 

Hannah Rose is a clinical mental’ health counselor.' 


New task force eyed for merging exchanges, DeCA 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he three military exchange servic¬ 
es and the Defense Commissary 
Agency would be merged into a 
single resale enterprise under a 
proposal backed by John H. Gibson II, the 
Defense Department’s new chief manage¬ 
ment officer, who has been tasked to make 
DOD business operations more efficient. 

Gibson and a team tasked with review¬ 
ing military community services — base 
stores, recreation services, family support 
services and base schools — have drafted 
a memorandum, apparently for signature 
by Deputy Defense Secretary Patrick 
M. Shanahan, that would order extensive 
streamlining. 

If and when signed, the memo would 
have the Department of Defense under 
President Donald Trump reconsider, and 
likely reverse, an Obama administration 
decision of two years ago not to consolidate 
DeCA with Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service and the exchange services run by 
the Navy and Marine Corps. 

“Because of their different approaches 
to fulfilling their specific missions and 
delivering their respective benefits, the 
creation of a single resale entity through 
consolidation is not recommended,” DOD 
officials wrote in a May 2016 report to Con¬ 
gress on prospects for operating commis¬ 
saries without cost to taxpayers. 

“It is more appropriate to focus on the 
short-term goal of achieving greater ef¬ 
ficiency in the operation of commissaries 
and exchanges, and to defer consideration 
of the feasibility of any merger until these 
issues have been effectively addressed.” 

This administration, however, isn’t wait¬ 
ing. The departments of Army, Navy and 
Air Force were given only a few days in 
mid-March to share their views on the con¬ 
solidation for resale operations presented 
in the draft memorandum. 

Sources said the services are concerned 
about the timing of a complex consolida¬ 
tion, given current challenges transform¬ 
ing DeCA into an exchangelike profitable 
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enterprise, using variable pricing of items 
by region and introducing higher margin 
DeCA brands. Brokers and manufacturers 
supporting base stores say the changes are 
aggravating an already sharp decline in 
commissary sales. 

Exchange store operators see their own 
patron traffic as linked to base grocery 
stores, so as commissary sales fall so too do 
sales at exchanges, gas stations and other 
on-base retailers. Declining exchange 
sales mean lower profits, or “dividends,” 
which the services rely on to fund on-base 
MWR or morale, welfare and recreation 
activities. 

A Defense Department spokesman said 
no official could be made available to dis¬ 
cuss the draft memo or concepts it em¬ 
braces for store system consolidation for at 
least a few more weeks. Officials wouldn’t 
even provide written answers to questions, 
suggesting the time wasn’t right. 

Gibson became the DOD’s chief man¬ 
agement officer Feb. 1. He told the Senate 
Budget Committee the department had 
formed nine project teams to draft recom¬ 
mendations to reform business operations 
to achieve near-term efficiencies. 

Stacey Kiley, a Senior Executive Ser¬ 
vice employee who served on the Defense 
Resale Business Optimization Board, has 
led the team tasked with reviewing com¬ 
munity services. The draft memo explains 
that, after receiving team briefings, the 
department’s Reform Management Group, 
which Gibson leads, “acknowledged that 
the defense resale enterprise, in particu¬ 
lar, has been studied too much” without 
recommendations being implemented. As 
a result, military stores now suffer from 
“the same industry, generation and demo¬ 
graphic trends negatively impacting pri¬ 
vate sector grocery and retail companies.” 

The team proposes that phased con¬ 
solidation of DeCA and exchange services 
offers “the greatest potential to achieve 


the economies and efficiencies necessary 
for the survivability of the defense resale 
enterprise.” 

The draft memo acknowledges that cur¬ 
rent law prohibits consolidating the com¬ 
missary system with the exchanges so 
legislative relief would be sought “as soon 
as practicable.” Meanwhile, the team is to 
“assemble a cross-functional task force” 
no later than May 1, 2018, and to identify 
by April 15 a director to manage its work. 
This task force is to conduct “due diligence, 
assess the business case and develop inte¬ 
gration plans” for DeCA and exchange ser¬ 
vices by Oct. 31. 

The task force is to brief the Reform 
Management Group “upon business case 
completion.” If it confirms the team’s ap¬ 
proach, “consolidation shall be executed 
immediately by the task force director” 
who will serve “as the new organization’s 
Executive Director, exercising authority, 
direction and control, until the permanent 
position is advertised and filled.” 

In other words, said one critic who re¬ 
viewed the memo, the person leading the 
task force becomes director of the orga¬ 
nization it proposes to create — if the task 
force makes the appropriate business case 
to justify it. 

“This thing is toxic. It’s putting the cart 
before the horse,” the official said. 

Even if the business case for consolidat¬ 
ing systems is not confirmed, military re¬ 
sale “will benefit from the standardization 
of its back-office processes and systems,” 
the draft memo says. “Therefore, in paral¬ 
lel with its other work, the task force shall 
begin standardizing those processes,” be¬ 
ginning with financial management and 
accounting processes. To ensure proper 
focus on standardization, the draft memo 
says on the date it is signed, store systems 
are to freeze work on modernizing infor¬ 
mation technology and suspend executive 
hiring. 

“The success of this reform requires 
complete faith and active support of our 
decisions,” the memo concludes. “There¬ 
fore, all must know and believe that our 
intentions are to make these community 


services better for our members and their 
families, improve our support to com¬ 
manders, be exceptional stewards of our 
appropriated funds and exhibit fiduciary 
responsibility” over resale profits. 

One exchange official grumbled that 
this last paragraph was particularly odd, 
a warning perhaps not to make familiar 
arguments to Congress, patrons or other 
stakeholders for protecting the status quo. 

Consolidation of commissaries and ex¬ 
change services has been studied for de¬ 
cades, with 11 mqjor reports produced 
just since 1989. Congress finally agreed in 
2016 to give DOD officials sweeping new 
authorities to transform commissaries into 
more business-like operations and to re¬ 
duce DeCA’s reliance on taxpayer funding, 
which last year and this still stood at $1.3 
billion annually. 

In the first year of transformation, how¬ 
ever, commissary sales continued a five- 
year decline. Even if, arguably, the rate of 
decline has slowed, it remains a dangerous 
trend that had put the entire military re¬ 
sale system in jeopardy. 

Congressional committees that oversee 
military resale are monitoring sales close¬ 
ly. Two congressional staffers said they 
haven’t seen the DOD’s new ideas on con¬ 
solidating systems but noted any merging 
would require changes to law. 

They added that Congress allowed com¬ 
missary reforms only on condition that 
savings to patrons be maintained and that 
revenues from exchange operations to sup¬ 
port on-base morale, welfare and recre¬ 
ation activities not be reduced. 

Those are priorities set in law, they 
added. That means that while Congress 
encourages efficient on-base store opera¬ 
tions, current law requires that reforms 
be rolled back if the value of the shopping 
benefit can’t be preserved for patrons or 
if exchange profits, so critical to on-base 
quality of life, fall victim to the changes. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centrevllle, VA, 20120; email mllupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: (I)Mllltary_Update. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Male turkey 
4 Existed 

7 Tiny branch 

II Acknowledge 

13 List-ending abbr. 

14 Basketball target 

15 Nevada city 

16 Fluffy scarf 

17 Billions of years 

18 Bull’s sound 
20 Oxen’s burden 
22 Sportage maker 
24 Excessively 

proper 

28 Solar event 

32 Chalkboard 

33 Apollo 11 
destination 

34 Day divs. 

36 Sketch 

37 Grammarian’s 
concern 

39 Chess ploys 
41 Moves like 
a crab 

43 Thee, today 

44 Radius neighbor 
46 Perfectly timed 
50 Utah national 

park 

53 Diamond 
arbiter 

55 Corn castoffs 

56 Apple computer 

57 “For shame!’’ 

58 Dickens’ Uriah 

59 Ancient invader 


60 New Deal pres. 

61 Parched 

DOWN 

1 Old salts 

2 Pizzeria fixture 

3 Stereo alternative 

4 Charlotte’s 
creation 

5 On 

6 Overcharge 
for tickets 

7 1969 Sam 
Peckinpah 
Western 

8 Romance 

9 Charged bit 

10 Family docs 
12 Midday meal 

with the boss, 
perhaps 
19 Bit of advice 


23 Blond shade 

25 Rani’s wrap 

26 Sports figure? 

27 Evergreens 

28 Outback birds 

29 fan tutte” 

30 Cargo 

31 Work unit 
35 Utter 

38 Slithery fish 
40 Cattle call 
42 Tobacco 
type 

45 During 

47 Dorm 
designation 

48 Taxi alternative 

49 Catch sight of 

50 Sharp turn 

51 “As I see it,” 
in a text 

52 Granola morsel 


21 Hosp. areas 54 For each 
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3-19 CRYPTOQUIP 


JQVFRVZ RINHQGRW UG UXO 


EQINSTXRZ JYQ SVR ZFXHHRW 
SB SNNVSXZXTO BYXTOZ: 


EQVNQVSBR VSBRVZ. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: SOME ROUND OBJECTS 
THAT HAD BEEN SHAPED AND PAINTED TO 
LOOK JUST LIKE STONES: SHAM ROCKS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 






SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Dental^ 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or tuii-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


Travel_1000 


••Spring in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
‘ N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
. 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 


STARSI^STRIPES. 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJ^STRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 



' ' * • 

















































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, March 19,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Auto racing 


Roseanne 300 

NASCAR Xfinity Series 
Saturday 

At Auto Club Speedway 
Fontana, Calif. 

Lap length: 2.00 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Joey Logano, Ford, 150 laps, 0 
rating, 0 points. 

2. (6) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 
50. 

3. (11) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 
48. 

4. (19) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 

0 . 

5. (5) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 
39. 

6. (4) Cole Custer, Ford, 150, 0,44. 

7. (16) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 150, 
0, 45. 

8. (20) Matt Tifft, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 29. 

9. (8) Ryan Preece, Toyota, 150, 0,30. 

10. (13) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 150, 
0, 29. 

11. (15) Spencer Gallagher, Chevrolet, 
150, 0, 26. 

12. (10) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 

26. 

13. (9) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 150, 0, 
24. 

14. (12) Kaz Grala, Ford, 150, 0, 23. 

15. (22) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
150, 0, 22. 

16. (23) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 

21 . 

17. (7) Ryan Reed, Ford, 150, 0, 20. 

18. (18) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 
150, 0, 20. 

19. (21) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 

18. 

20. (17) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 
17. 

21. (1) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 150, 
0, 29. 

22. (26) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 150, 0, 
15. 

23. (25) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
149, 0, 14. 

24. (31) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevro¬ 
let, 149, 0, 13. 

25. (27) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 148, 

0 , 12 . 

26. (36) David Starr, Chevrolet, 148, 0, 

11 . 

27. (34) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 148, 

0 , 10 . 

28. (14) Austin Cindric, Ford, 147, 0, 9. 

29. (3) John Flunter Nemechek, Chev¬ 
rolet, 147, 0, 12. 

30. (29) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 147, 
0, 7. 

31. (37) Stephen Leicht, Toyota, brakes, 
132, 0, 6. 

32. (38) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, engine, 
122, 0, 5. 

33. (40) Dylan Lupton, Ford, engine, 
109, 0, 4. 

34. (24) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, garage, 76, 
0, 3. 

35. (35) Timmy Hill, Dodge, vibration, 
56, 0, 2. 

36. (28) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet, en¬ 
gine, 45, 0,1. 

37. (30) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 29, 0, 1. 

38. (33) Morgan Shepherd, Chevrolet, 
suspension, 22, 0,1. 

39. (32) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, brakes, 

10 , 0 , 1 . 

40. (39) Mike Harmon, Dodge, engine, 
6, 0,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

127.277 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 21 minutes, 25 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 1.429 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 7 for 32 laps. 

Lead Changes: 6 among 5 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: C.Bell 1-4; J.Logano 5- 
121; J.AIIgaier 122-123; E.Sadler 124-127; 
J.Logano 128-140; R.Sieg 141; J.Logano 
142-150 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): J.Logano, 3 times for 136 laps; 
C.Bell, 1 time for 3 laps; E.Sadler, 1 time 
for 3 laps; J.AIIgaier, 1 time for 1 lap; 
R.Sieg, 1 time for 0 laps. 

Wins: J.Logano, 1; T.Reddick, 1. 

Top 10 in Points: 1. E.Sadler, 199; 2. 
T.Reddick, 195; 3. J.AIIgaier, 194; 4. C.Bell, 
172; 5. D.Hemric, 169; 6. C.Custer, 144; 
7. S.Gallagher, 143; 8. R.Truex, 140; 9. 
B.Jones, 139; 10. M.Tifft, 132. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 
A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


1 Pro soccer 


1 College baseball 

■ Golf 1 

MLS 

NYC FC 2 , Orlando City 0 

Saturday’s scores 

Bay Hill Invitational 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

New York City FC 3 0 0 9 6 1 

Columbus 2 0 1 7 5 2 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New York 1 1 0 3 4 1 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

New England 1 1 0 3 2 3 

D.C. United 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 6 5 

Sporting KC 2 1 0 6 7 7 

Vancouver 210 656 

Houston 111 474 

Real Salt Lake 111 436 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 3 3 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Colorado 0 10 0 12 

Seattle 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Portland 0 2 0 0 1 6 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 17 
Houston 2, D.C. United 2, tie 
Columbus 0, Philadelphia 0, tie 
Minnesota United 2, Chicago 1 
Montreal 1, Toronto FC 0 
New York City FC 2, Orlando City 0 
Atlanta United FC 4, Vancouver 1 
Sporting Kansas City 3, San Jose 2 
Real Salt Lake 1, New York 0 
Sunday, March 18 
Seattle at FC Dallas 

Saturday, March 24 
New York City FC at New England 
Portland at FC Dallas 
D.C. United at Columbus 
Minnesota United at New York 
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 
LA Galaxy at Vancouver 

Saturday 

Real Salt Lake 1, Red Bulls 0 

New York 0 0-0 

Real Salt Lake 1 0-1 

First half— 1, Real Salt Lake, Rusnak, 1 
(penalty kick), 4th minute. 

Goalies— New York, Luis Robles; Real 
Salt Lake, Nick Rimando. 

Yeiiow Cards— Kreilach, Real Salt 
Lake, 37th; Lennon, Real Salt Lake, 43rd; 
Phillips, Real Salt Lake, 60th; Baird, Real 
Salt Lake, 88th. 

A- 16,334 (20,213) 

Atlanta United 4, Whitecaps 1 

Vancouver 0 1 — 1 

Atlanta 1 3-4 

First half — 1, Atlanta, Martinez, 2 (pen¬ 
alty kick), 15th minute. 

Second half- 2, Atlanta, Maund, 1 
(own goal), 58th. 3, Atlanta, Martinez, 2 
(Almiron), 60th. 4, Vancouver, Hurtado, 
1 (Mutch), 85th. 5, Atlanta, Martinez, 3 
(Carleton), 88th. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Stefan Mari- 
novic; Atlanta, Brad Guzan. 

Yellow Cards— Juarez, Vancouver, 
13th; Larentowicz, Atlanta, 48th; Aja, 
Vancouver, 60th: Reyna, Vancouver, 73rd. 
Red Cards— Waston, Vancouver, 13th. 
A-45,003 (42,500) 


College basketball 


Orlando 0 0-0 

New York City 0 2-2 

Second half— 1, New York City, Tajouri, 
1,62nd minute. 2, New York City, Moralez, 
2 (Medina), 74th. 

Goalies— Orlando, Joe Bendik; New 
York City, Sean Johnson. 

Yellow Cards— Higuita, Orlando, 27th; 
Wallace, New York City, 28th; Ring, New 
York City, 55th; McNamara, New York 
City, 83rd; Laryea, Orlando, 90th. 

A- 18,584 (28,743) 

Dynamo 2 , DC United 2 

Houston 2 0—2 

D.C. United 0 2-2 

First half— 1, Houston, Elis, 2,30th min¬ 
ute. 2, Houston, Manotas, 2 (Elis), 31st. 

Second half— 3, D.C. United, Mattocks, 
2 (Asad), 50th. 4, D.C., Acosta, 1, 97th. 

Goalies— Houston, Chris Seitz; D.C. 
United, David Ousted. 

Yellow Cards— Alexander, Houston, 
2nd; Acosta, D.C. United, 22nd; Mora, D.C. 
United, 83rd. 

A-5,128 (5,128) 

Minnesota United 2 , Fire 1 

Chicago 0 1—1 

Minnesota 0 2—2 

Second half— 1, Minnesota, Ibson, 1, 
55th minute. 2, Chicago, Collier, 1,59th. 3, 
Minnesota, Nicholson, 1 (Finlay), 66th. 

Goalies— Chicago, Richard Sanchez; 
Minnesota, Matt Lampson. 

Yellow Cards— Ellis, Chicago, 60th; 

Tchani, Chicago, 67th; Toye, Minnesota, 
93rd. 

A- 23,128 (23,128) 

Crew 0, Union 0 

Columbus 0 0—0 

Philadelphia 0 0-0 

Goalies— Columbus, Zack Steffen; 
Philadelphia, Andre Blake. 

Yellow Cards— Artur, Columbus, 53rd; 
Bedoya, Philadelphia, 76th; Higuain, Co¬ 
lumbus, 78th; Rosenberry, Philadelphia, 


Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 

Penn State 73, Notre Dame 63 

Sunday, March 18 

Mississippi State (23-11) at Baylor (19- 


Oregon (23-12) at Marquette (20-13) 
Middle Tennessee (25-7) 

(21-13) 


Monday, March 19 

Stanford (19-15) at Oklahoma State 
(20-14) 

LSU (18-14) at Utah (20-11) 

Washington (21-12) at Saint Mary’s 
(29-5) 

Western Kentucky (25-10) at Southern 
Cal (24-11) 

Men’s NCAA D-ll Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 20 

West Texas A&M (31-3) vs. Le Moyne 
(27-6) 

Ferris State (35-1) vs. Barry (23-8) 

Queens (NC) (31-3) vs. California Bap¬ 
tist (28-5) 

Northern State (34-3) vs. East Strouds¬ 
burg (27-5) 

Men’s NAIA 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 17 

LSU Alexandria 87, Georgetown (Ky.) 

66 

LSU Shreveport 71, Wayland Baptist 
76 

Graceland (Iowa) 86, Montana West¬ 
ern 82 

William Penn 89, Our Lady of the Lake 
76 

Semifinals 
Sunday, March 19 

LSU Shreveport (30-4) vs. Graceland 
(Iowa) (27-10) 

LSU Alexandria (28-7) vs. William Penn 
(30-4) 


A- 15,323 (18,500) 

Impact 1, Toronto FC 0 

Toronto 0 0—0 

Montreal 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Montreal, Vargas, 0 (Pi- 
atti), 41st minute. 

Goalies— Toronto, Alex Bono, Clint Ir¬ 
win; Montreal, Evan Bush, Clement Diop. 

Yellow Cards— Piette, Montreal, 32nd; 
Bradley, Toronto, 35th; Krolicki, Montre¬ 
al, 38th: Vargas, Montreal, 53rd; Cabrera, 
Montreal, 94th; Donadel, Montreal, 96th. 

Earthquakes 3, Sporting KC 2 

San Jose 1 1—2 

Kansas City 1 2-3 

First half— 1, Kansas City, Sanchez, 1 
(penalty kick), 25th minute. 2, San Jose, 
Qazaishvili, 2 (Lima), 34th. 

Second half— 3, Kansas City, Zusi, 1 
(Espinoza), 56th. 4, Kansas City, Gutier¬ 
rez, 3 (Salloi), 68th. 5, San Jose, Won- 
dolowski, 1 (Eriksson), 91st. 

Goalies— San Jose, Andrew Tarbell; 
Kansas City, Tim Melia. 

Yellow Cards— Salloi, Kansas City, 

21st: Quintana, San Jose, 39th. 

A- 18,868 (18,868) 


EAST 

Baruch 9, Mount St. Mary’s (NY) 4 
Fairleigh Dickinson 7, Penn 3 
Fordham 4, Cornell 3,10 innings 
Georgetown 3, Princeton 1 
Hofstra 9-1, Albany 8-4, 1st game, 10 

'^Tehfgh 10, Monmouth (NJ) 3 
LIU Brooklyn 15, CCSU 4 
NYU 19-9, Old Westbury 10-8 
Penn St. 4, NJIT 3 
Stony Brook 15, Binghamton 12 
UConn 1, St. John’s 0 
Wagner 15, La Salle 3 
SOUTH 

Austin Peay 8, Murray St. 7 
Birmingham-Southern 7, Sewanee 4 
Brevard 5, Berea 3 
Calvin 9, John Carroll 7 
Carson-Newman 26-9, Anderson (SC) 
L2-1 

Cumberland (Tenn.) 11-6, Pikeville 5-4 
Davidson 4, Mount St. Mary’s 2 
Delaware 7, Bryant 3 
Duke 4, Miami 1 
FlU 12, Charlotte 6 
Furman 8, Harvard 6 
Gardner-Webb 6, Liberty 3 
Indiana St. 7, Citadel 3 
John Carroll 5, Transylvania 3 
Lee 3-8, Union (Tenn.) 0-7 
Louisville 11, Wake Forest 6 
Marist 4, Towson 1 

NC Central 5-7, Bethune-Cookman 2-4 
NC State 6, Clemson 1 
North Carolina 4, Pittsburgh 0 
North Florida 7, Memphis 5 
Point (Ga.) 15, Union (Ky.) 4, 7 innings 
Rhodes 5-2, Oglethorpe 4-3 
SE Missouri 17, UT Martin 1 
Southern Miss. 12, UTSA 2 
Trevecca Nazarene 3-4, Malone 1-3 
UNC-Greensboro 13, Lipscomb 9, 13 
innings 

Virginia 7, Boston College 3 
MIDWEST 
Bradley 6, UMass 2 
Indiana 4, N. Illinois 3 
Milwaukee 12, Youngstown St. 4 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 6, Valparaiso 5 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 6, Eastern 
Michigan 3 


Championship 
Monday, March 20 

Semifinal winners 

Men’s NCAA D-lll Tournament 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 

__ Nebraska Wesleyan 78, Wisconsin-Os- 

at Louisville hkosh 72 


Women’s NCAA Division II 
Tournament 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 

Amherst 65, Bowdoin 45 

Women’s NAIA 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 17 

Montana Western 74, Menlo 61 
Freed-Hardeman 82, Central Method¬ 
ist 74, OT 

Westmont 65, MidAmerica Nazarene 
54 

Wayland Baptist 68, Vanguard (Calif.) 
44 

Women’s NIT 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 

TCU 86, Missouri State 51 
James Madison 62, Radford 35 

Sunday, March 18 

Milwaukee (21-11) at Indiana (18-14) 
Purdue (19-13) at Ball State (25-6) 
George Mason (24-9) at Virginia Tech 
(19-13) 

Colorado State (21-11) at South Da¬ 
kota (27-6) 

UAB (27-6) at Georgia Tech (19-13) 

UCF (22-10) vs. Alabama (18-13) 
Fordham (23-9) at Drexel (27-7) 

UC Davis (26-6) at Wyoming (22-10) 
Saint Joseph’s (19-14) at West Virginia 
(22-11) 

Utah (18-13) at Kansas State (17-15) 


Fight schedule 

April 7 

At Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Jarrett Hurd vs. Erislandy Lara, 
12, IBF-WBA junior middleweight titles: 
Caleb Truax vs. James DeGale, 12, for 
Truax’s IBF super middleweight title. 

At San Juan, Puerto Rico, Angel Acosta 
vs. Ryuji Hara, 12, for Acosta’s WBO Ju¬ 
nior flyweight title. 

At Gray Eagle Resort & Casino, Cal¬ 
gary, Michael Farenas vs. Guadalupe Ro¬ 
sales, lightweights. 


PGA TOUR 
Saturday 

At Bay Hill Club & Lodge 
Orlando, Fla. 
Purse: $8.9 million 
Yardage: 7,419; Par 72 
Third ' 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

TEXAS RANGERS - Named Eric McMa¬ 
hon assistant major league strength and 
conditioning coach. Released LHP Jona¬ 
thon Niese from minor league contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Signed INF 
Danny Espinosa to a minor league con¬ 
tract. Claimed LHP Sam Moll off waivers 
from Seattle. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned C Stuart 
Turner to Louisville (IL). Reassigned LHP 
Kyle Crockett and RHP Jimmy Herget to 
Louisville (IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Extended 
their player development contract with 
the Altoona Curve (NYP) through the 
2022 season. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
IF Ryder Jones to Sacramento (PCL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Phoenix Fs Jared Dudley 
and Marquese Chriss $25,000 each, for 
their roles in an on-court incident with 
6:55 remaining in the third quarter of a 
March 15 game at Utah. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Assigned C 
Thomas Bryant to South Bay (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed OL 
Justin Pugh to a five-year contract. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - RB Danny 
Woodhead announced his retirement. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Released DT 
Johnathan Hankins. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed DE 
Adrian Clayborn, RB Jeremy Hill and OL 
Matt Tobin. 

NEW YORK JETS - Acquired a 2018 
first-round (No. 3) draft pick from India¬ 
napolis for a 2018 first- (No. 6), second- 
(No. 37) and (No. 49) draft picks, and a 
2019 second-round draft pick. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed LB Kyle 
Wilber and DL Tank Carradine. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Signed WR 
Jaron Brown and S Maurice Alexander. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Released DL Syl¬ 
vester Williams. 

SOCCER 

National Women's Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Placed D Erin Simon on 
the 45-day DL. 

COLLEGE 

NORTHWESTERN - Announced men’s 
sophomore basketball G Isiah Brown will 
transfer. 


Henrik Stenson 
Bryson DeChambeau 
Rory Mcliroy 
Justin Rose 
Ryan Moore 
Charley Hoffman 
Rickie Fowler 
Talor Gooch 
Byeong Hun An 
Grayson Murray 
Tiger Woods 
Bud Cauley 
Patrick Reed 
Ollie Schniederjans 
Graeme McDowell 
Chris Kirk 
Sam Burns 
John Huh 
Austin Cook 
Jason Day 
Patrick Rodgers 
Brian Stuard 
Sam Horsfield 
William McGirt 
Jamie Lovemark 
Zach Johnson 
Billy Horschel 
Keegan Bradley 
Sean O’Hair 
Francesco Molinari 
Charles Howell III 
Bubba Watson 
J.B. Holmes 
Luke List 
Kevin Streelman 
Chesson Hadley 
Harris English 
Kyle Stanley 
HidekI Matsuyama 
Aaron Wise 
Kevin Chappell 
Marc Leishman 
Curtis Luck 
Sung Kang 
Tommy Fleetwood 
Brian Gay 
Brandon Harkins 
Brian Harman 
Stewart Cink 

Collin Morikawa 
Emiliano Grillo 
Mackenzie Hughes 
Lucas Glover 
Adam Scott 
Martin Laird 
Tom Hoge 


Round 

64- 69-71-204 
67-66-72 -205 
69-70-67-206 
69-71-67-207 
71-67-69-207 
71-66-71-208 

67- 71-70-208 

65- 70-73-208 

68- 68-72 -208 

71- 69-69-209 
68-72-69-209 

72- 67-70-209 

68- 70-71-209 
71-71-68-210 

69- 72-69-210 

71- 69-70-210 

69- 70-71-210 

72- 73-66-211 

72- 73-66-211 

73- 71-67-211 

72- 71-68-211 

74- 69-68-211 

70- 73-68-211 
70-71-70-211 

73- 68-70-211 

69- 71-71-211 
68-70-73 -211 
72-72-68-212 
72-71-69-212 
72-71-69-212 

72- 70-70-212 

70- 70-72 -212 

68- 71-73 -212 

71- 67-74-212 

73- 72-68-213 

74- 70-69-213 

72- 71-70-213 
71-71-71-213 
70-72-71-213 
65-76-72 -213 
70-70-73-213 

70- 70-73-213 

71- 68-74-213 
78-67-69-214 

69- 76-69-214 

73- 71-70-214 
69-74-71-214 

68- 75-71-214 

72- 70-72 -214 

69- 70-75-214 
72-72-71-215 
69-75-71-215 

74- 69-72 -215 

72- 71-72 -215 

73- 70-72 -215 
72-70-73-215 
71-70-74-215 


Founders Cup Par 

LPGA TOUR 
Saturday 

At Wildfire Golf Club 
Phoenix 

Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,656; Par: 72 
Third Round 
a-denotes amateur 

Inbee Park 68-71-63-2 

Mariajo Uribe 68-68-67-2 

Ariya Jutanugarn 68-68-68-2 

Laura Davies 73-69-63 -2 

Chella Choi 67-72-66-2 

Tiffany Joh 70-72-64-2 

Brittany Lincicome 72-66-68-2 

Marina Alex 70-66-70-2 

Megan Khang 71-71-65-2 

Jodi Ewart Shadoff 70-71-66-2 

Caroline Inglis 71-68-68-2 

Hee Young Park 68-70-69-2 

Ally McDonald 74-69-65-2 

Amy Olson 72-70-66-2 

Amy Yang 71-71-66-2 

Jeong Eun Lee 71-70-67-2 

Erynne Lee 71-70-67—2 

Jennifer Song 72-68-68-2 

Lindy Duncan 71-69-68-2 

Sung Hyun Park 69-70-69-2 

Jessica Korda 69-68-71-2 

Karine Icher 67-69-72 -2 

Ryann O’Toole 70-73-66-2 

Austin Ernst 73-69-67-2 

Nanna Koerstz Madsen 72-69-68-2 
Haeji Kang 71-69-69- 

In Gee Chun 71-69-69- 

Michelle WIe 70-68-71- 

Mo Martin 71-66-72- 

Cydney Clanton 68-67-74- 


Paribas Open 

Saturday 

At The Indian Wells Tennis Garden 
Indian Wells, Calif. 

Purse: Men: $7.97 million (Masters 
1000) 

Women: $8.65 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Semifinals 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Borna Coric, Croatia, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

Juan Martin del Potro (6), Argentina, 
def. Milos Raonic (32), Canada, 6-2, 6-3. 

Doubles 

Men 

Championship 

John Isner and Jack Sock, United 
States, def. Bob and Mike Bryan (7), Unit¬ 
ed States, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (2). 

Women 

Championship 

Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Barbora 
Strycova, Czech Republic, def. Ekaterina 
Makarova and Elena Vesnina (1), Russia, 
6-4, 6-4. 
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Roundup 

Bruins hand Lightning first shutout of season 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy 
reacts as Bruins right wing David Backes 
(42) celebrates his goal during the first 
period Saturday in Tampa, Fla. 

Scoreboard 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Tuukka Rask stopped 
23 shots to hand Tampa Bay its first shut¬ 
out of the season and lifting the Boston 
Bruins over the Lightning 3-0 on Saturday 
night. 

It was Rask’s third shutout of the sea¬ 
son and 41st of his career. It was also the 
first time the Lightning failed to score a 
goal since a 4-0 loss at Boston last April 4 
— also against Rask. 

David Pastmak, David Backes and Riley 
Nash all scored for Boston, which moved 
within two points of the Lightning for the 
top spot in the Eastern Conference with 
one game in hand. Torey Krug assisted on 
all three of the Bruins’ goals. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 24 shots for 
the Lightning, whose last shutout at home 
came on March 16, 2017, by Toronto’s 
Frederik Andersen. Tampa Bay has lost 
consecutive games for the first time since 
going 9-0-1 in the previous 10 games. 

Flyers 4, Hurricanes 2: Valterri Filp- 
pula scored the tiebreaking goal with 5:49 


left, and Philadelphia scored four times in 
the third period to beat host Carolina. 

Travis Konecny and Jakub Voracek also 
scored as the Flyers scored three times in 
a 5:52 span to rally for the win. 

Devils 3, Kings 0: Keith Kinkaid stopped 
38 shots for his first shutout of the season 
to lead New Jersey past host Los Angeles. 

Blue Jackets 2, Senators 1: Markus 
Nutivaara scored a power-play goal in the 
second period, Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 
22 shots, and host Columbus beat Ottawa. 

Oilers 4, Panthers 2: Connor McDavid 
had a goal and two assists in the third peri¬ 
od and Edmonton rallied past host Florida. 

Sabres 5, Blackhawks 3: Nicholas Bap¬ 
tiste scored two goals in the third period to 
lead host Buffalo past Chicago. 

Baptiste scored the game-winner with 
1:56 remaining on a deflection. Following 
a faceoff win in the Chicago end, Marco 
Scandella’s shot from the point was de¬ 
flected by Baptiste in the slot for the for¬ 
ward’s second goal of the game. 

Maple Leafs 4, Canadians 0: Curtis 
McElhinney made 33 saves for his third 


shutout of the season and host Toronto 
extended its club-record home winning 
streak to 12 straight games. 

Blues 4, Rangers 3 (OT): Brayden 
Schenn scored 1:02 into overtime, Alex Pi- 
etrangelo had two goals in regulation and 
host St. Louis rallied to its third win in four 
games. 

Wild 3, Coyotes 1: Marcus Foligno 
scored the tiebreaking goal midway 
through the third period, helping visiting 
Minnesota to its fifth win in seven games. 

Nino Niederreiter also scored and Eric 
Staal added an empty-netter. The Wild 
continued their hold on third place in the 
Central Division with 10 games to play in 
the regular season. 

Sharks 5, Canucks 3: Timo Meier’s 
second goal of the game snapped a third- 
period tie and San Jose beat host Vancou¬ 
ver for its fourth consecutive victory. 

Logan Couture and Kevin Labanc each 
had a goal and an assist, and Tomas Hertl 
scored into an empty net with 25 seconds 
remaining for the Sharks, who are 7-2-0 in 
their last nine games. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 71 48 19 4 100 257 201 

Boston 70 45 17 8 98 235 179 

Toronto 72 43 22 7 93 243 204 

Florida 69 35 27 7 77 210 216 

Montreal 72 26 34 12 64 182 230 

Ottawa 71 26 34 11 63 197 244 

Detroit 71 26 34 11 63 183 219 

Buffalo 71 23 36 12 58 172 232 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 71 41 23 7 89 222 208 

Pittsburgh 72 41 26 5 87 237 218 

Columbus 72 39 28 5 83 200 199 

Philadelphia 72 36 25 11 83 212 212 

New Jersey 71 37 26 8 82 215 211 

N.Y. Rangers 72 32 32 8 72 208 231 

Carolina 71 30 30 11 71 190 222 

N.Y. Islanders 71 30 31 10 70 228 258 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 71 47 14 10 104 232 178 

Winnipeg 71 42 19 10 94 236 187 

Minnesota 72 41 24 7 89 224 206 

Colorado 71 38 25 8 84 226 208 

Dallas 72 38 26 8 84 207 193 

St. Louis 71 38 28 5 81 196 189 

Chicago 72 30 34 8 68 204 218 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 71 45 21 5 95 240 199 

San Jose 72 40 23 9 89 219 199 

Los Angeles 72 39 27 6 84 207 181 

Anaheim 72 36 24 12 84 202 195 

Calgary 72 35 27 10 80 202 213 

Edmonton 71 31 35 5 67 200 228 

Vancouver 72 25 38 9 59 186 236 

Arizona 71 23 37 11 57 170 228 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Buffalo 5, Chicago 3 
Edmonton 4, Florida 2 
New Jersey 3, Los Angeles 0 
Toronto 4, Montreal 0 
Philadelphia 4, Carolina 2 
Columbus 2, Ottawa 1 
Boston 3, Tampa Bay 0 
St. Louis 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, OT 
Minnesota 3, Arizona 1 
San Jose 5, Vancouver 3 

Sunday’s games 
Detroit at Colorado 
Calgary at Vegas 
Edmonton at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Dallas at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Chicago 
New Jersey at Anaheim 

Monday’s games 
Columbus at Boston 
Nashville at Buffalo 
Florida at Montreal 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Calgary at Arizona 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus at N.Y. Rangers 
Dallas at Washington 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders 
Edmonton at Carolina 
Florida at Ottawa 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
Colorado at Chicago 
Vancouver at Vegas 
New Jersey at San Jose 


Saturday 

Wild 3, Coyotes 1 

Minnesota 1 0 2-3 

Arizona 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, Minnesota, Niederre¬ 
iter 17 (Dumba, Suter), 7:35 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Arizona, Keller 20 
(Panik), 4:03. 

Third Period— 3, Minnesota, Foligno 
8 (Eriksson Ek, Winnik), 10:51. 4, Minne¬ 
sota, Staal 38 (Coyle), 19:42. 

Shots on Goai— Minnesota 11-10-12— 
33. Arizona 9-11-11-31. 

Power-piay opportunities— M i n nesota 

I of 5; Arizona 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 31-14-5 
(31 shots-30 saves). Arizona, Raanta 15- 
16-6 (32-30). 

A-13,735 (17,125). T-2:25. 

Maple Leafs 4, Canadiens 0 

Montreai 0 0 0-0 

Toronto 1 2 1-4 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Nylander 15 
(Gardiner), 16:01 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Toronto, Kapanen 6 
(McElhinney, Dermott), 3:00. 3, Toronto, 
Kadri 28 (Rielly, Marner), 19:31 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Toronto, Johnsson 1 
(Hyman, Carrick), 15:27. 

Shots on Goai— Montreal 11-9-13—33. 
Toronto 13-26-10-49. 

Power-piay opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 1; Toronto 2 of 4. 

Goaiies— Montreal, Lindgren 4-8-2 (49 
shots-45 saves). Toronto, McElhinney 10- 
4-1 (33-33). 

A-19,364 (18,819). T-2:32. 

Flyers 4 , Hurricanes 2 

Philadelphia 0 0 4-4 

Carolina 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Staal 16 
(Slavin, Teravainen), 15:12. 

Third Period— 2, Philadelphia, Konec¬ 
ny 19 (Simmonds, Sanheim), 8:19. 3, 
Carolina, Slavin 7 (Aho, Staal), 10:04. 4, 
Philadelphia, Voracek 17 (Patrick, Lind- 
blom), 11:58. 5, Philadelphia, Filppula 11 
(Simmonds), 14:11. 6, Philadelphia, RaffI 

II (Couturier), 18:10. 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 11-7-9— 
27. Carolina 11-8-6-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Phi Iadel- 
phia 0 of 2; Carolina 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Lyon 3-2-0 (25 
shots-23 saves). Carolina, Ward 19-13-4 
(26-23). 

A-14,805 (18,680). T-2:22. 

Bruins 3, Lightning 0 

Boston 2 1 0-3 

Tampa Bay 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Boston, Pastrnak 28 
(McQuaid, Krug), 3:07. 2, Boston, Backes 
12 (Krug, Marchand), 10:54 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Boston, Ril.Nash 14 
(Ric.Nash, Krug), 12:33 (pp). 

Third Period— None. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 12-8-7-27. 
Tampa Bay 5-9-9—23. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 2 
of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 30-11-4 (23 
shots-23 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
40-14-3 (27-24). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:22. 


Biue Jackets 2 , Senators 1 

Ottawa 1 0 0-1 

Coiumbus 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Burrows 5 
(O’Brien), 12:16. 2, Columbus, Jenner 10 
(Vanek), 16:21. 

Second Period— 3, Columbus, Nuti¬ 
vaara 4 (Foligno, Bjorkstrand), 16:01 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 9-10-5-24. Co¬ 
lumbus 12-15-8—35. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 1; Columbus 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Condon 5-14-5 (35 
shots-33 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
32-21-5 (24-23). 

A-17,612 (18,500). T-2:21. 

Deviis 3, Kings 0 

New Jersey 2 0 1-3 

Los Angeles 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Grabner 

27, 8:29 (sh). 2, New Jersey, Hischier 16 
(Severson, Gibbons), 13:27. 

Third Period— 3, New Jersey, Wood 17 
(Boyle), 6:06. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 4-14-10— 

28. Los Angeles 19-8-11—38. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 4; Los Angeles 0 of 6. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Kinkaid 19-9-2 
(38 shots-38 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
28-26-2 (28-25). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:33. 

Oiiers 4, Panthers 2 

Edmonton 0 1 3-4 

Florida 0 2 0-2 

Second Period—1, Florida, Vatrano 4, 
8:02. 2, Edmonton, Nugent-Hopkins 20 
(DraisaitI), 11:09 (sh). 3, Florida, Trocheck 
28 (Ekblad, Mackenzie), 15:54. 

Third Period— 4, Edmonton, McDavid 
34 (Rattle, Nugent-Hopkins), 0:38. 5, Ed¬ 
monton, Larsson 4 (McDavid, Nurse), 
6:13. 6, Edmonton, Rattie 1 (McDavid), 
19:10. 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 10-7-19—36. 
Florida 16-14-12-42. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
Oof 1; Florida Oof 6. 

Goalies-Edmonton, Talbot 26-27-2 (42 
shots-40 saves). Florida, Luongo 14-9-2 
(35-32). 

A-14,192 (19,250). T-2:29. 

Sabres 5, Blackhawks 3 

Chicago 0 2 1-3 

Buffalo 1 1 3-5 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Pouliot 13 
(Ristolainen, Reinhart), 18:10. 

Second Period— 2, Chicago, Oesterle 5 
(Toews, Kane), 8:15.3, Buffalo, O’Reilly 20 
(Eichel, Reinhart), 11:07 (pp). 4, Chicago, 
Jurco 4, 14:15. 

Third Period— 5, Chicago, Toews 20 
(Saad, Kane), 0:20. 6, Buffalo, Baptiste 3 
(Beaulieu, Antipin), 2:17. 7, Buffalo, Bap¬ 
tiste 4 (Larsson, Scandella), 18:04. 8, Buf¬ 
falo, Reinhart 19 (O’Reilly), 19:21. 

Shots on Goal-Chicago 12-17-9-38. 
Buffalo 12-6-14-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 2; Buffalo 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Chicago, Berube 2-4-0 (31 
shots-27 saves). Buffalo, Johnson 8-11-3 
(37-34). 

A-19,070 (19,070). T-2:29. 


Sharks 5, Canucks 3 

San Jose 2 1 2-5 

Vancouver 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Vancouver, Goldobin 
5 (Pouliot, Boucher), 10:48 (pp). 2, San 
Jose, Labanc 11 (Couture, Pavelski), 
14:58 (pp). 3, San Jose, Couture 29 (Hertl, 
Boedker), 16:08. 

Second Period— 4, San Jose, Meier 19 
(Dillon, DeMelo), 1:47.5, Vancouver, Horvat 
19 (Edler, Gagner), 5:23 (pp). 6, Vancouver, 
Edier 3 (D.Sedin, Gagner), 11:48 (pp). 

Third Period— 7, San Jose, Meier 20 
(Labanc, Braun), 6:07. 8, San Jose, Hertl 
20, 19:35. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 8-11-11—30. 
Vancouver 9-12-10—31. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 1 
of 4; Vancouver 3 of 4. 

Goalies-San Jose, Dell 15-5-3 (31 
shots-28 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
18-25-6 (29-25). 

A-18,332 (18,910). T-2:31. 


Blues 4, Rangers 3 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 0 3 0 0-3 

St. Louis 1111-4 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 

13 (Thompson, Sobotka), 15:49. 

Second Period— 2, N.Y. Rangers, Zibane- 

jad 23 (Kreider, Fast), 0:42. 3, St. Louis, 
Soshnikov 1 (Gunnarsson, Thorburn), 2:24. 
4, N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarello 15 (Hayes, Pl¬ 
onk), 12:07. 5, N.Y. Rangers, Zibanejad 24 
(Kreider, Buchnevich), 14:34 (pp). 

Third Period— 6, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 

14 (Dunn, Schwartz), 5:15 (pp). 
Overtime— 7, St. Louis, Schenn 25 (So¬ 
botka, Pietrangelo), 1:02. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 2-11-6- 
1-20. St. Louis 16-6-10-1-33. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 2; St. Louis 1 of 3. 

Goalies— N.Y Rangers, Georgiev 3-2-1 
(33 shots-29 saves). St. Louis, Allen 22- 
21-2 (20-17). 

A-18,975 (19,150). T-2:35. 


TIRER/SCIC 
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TIRE DECISION 
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Tell us your vehicle and answer a 
few simple questions. 

We’ll narrow it all down to the 
one tire that’s right for you. 


www.tirerack.com/tdg 
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Alex Brandon/AP 


The Pacers’ Lance Stephenson drives against the Wizards’ Ramon 
Sessions on Saturday in Washington. The Wizards won 109-102. 

Roundup 


Wizards pull into 
tie with Pacers 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Bradley 
Beal and the Washington Wiz¬ 
ards delivered in a big game in 
the Eastern Conference playoff 
race. 

Beal scored 19 points, Marcin 
Gortat had 18 and the Wizards 
beat the Pacers 109-102 on Satur¬ 
day night in a possible postseason 
preview. 

Washington (40-30) earned its 
second straight win to move into 
a tie with Indiana for fourth in 
the conference standings. The 
Wizards also claimed the first tie¬ 
breaker with the Pacers by taking 
two of three in the season series. 

Washington went lO-for-20 
from three-point range and shot 
54.8 percent from the field over¬ 
all. Kelly Oubre, Jr. had 16 points 
for the Wizards, and Markieff 
Morris added 15. 

Reserve Lance Stephenson led 
Indiana with 25 points on 10-for- 
15 shooting. Victor Oladipo had 

18 points. 

Cavaliers 114, Bulls 109: 

LeBron James scored 33 points 
as part of a triple-double, Jordan 
Clarkson had a tiebreaking four- 
point play with 1:27 left and visit¬ 
ing Cleveland beat Chicago. 

James had 12 rebounds and 12 
assists for his 15th triple-double of 
the season, and Jeff Green added 
21 points. Clarkson finished with 

19 points to help the Cavaliers 
salvage a six-game split on their 
season-high six-game trip. 

Warriors 124, Suns 109: 
Quinn Cook scored 16 of his ca¬ 
reer-high 28 points in a domi¬ 
nant third quarter for Golden 
State, Draymond Green narrowly 


missed a triple-double and the se¬ 
verely depleted Warriors handed 
host Phoenix its eighth straight 
loss and 23rd in 25 games. 

Rockets 107, Pelicans 101: 
James Harden had 32 points and 
11 rebounds, and visiting Houston 
won for the 21st time in 22 games 
by beating New Orleans. 

Spurs 117, Timberwolves 
101: LaMarcus Aldridge had 
39 points and 10 rebounds, and 
San Antonio overcame a sluggish 
start at home to beat Minnesota. 

Trail Blazers 100, Pistons 87: 
Damian Lillard had 24 points, 
eight assists and seven rebounds, 
and Portland beat visiting Detroit 
for its 12th straight victory. 

Bucks 122, Hawks 117: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 33 
points and 12 rebounds, Khris 
Middleton added 23 points and 
host Milwaukee held on for a win 
over Atlanta. 

Jazz 103, Kings 97: Donovan 
Mitchell scored 28 points, and 
Utah beat visiting Sacramento for 
its ninth straight victory. 

Knicks 124, Hornets 101: 
Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 25 
points and host New York snapped 
a nine-game losing streak with a 
win over Charlotte. 

Nets 114, Mavericks 106: 
Rondae Hollis-Jefferson scored 
23 points, DAngelo Russell had 
22 and Brooklyn recovered after 
blowing a double-digit lead to 
beat visiting Dallas. 

Grizzlies 101, Nuggets 94: 
Dillon Brooks scored 24 points, 
Tyreke Evans added 20 and host 
Memphis snapped a 19-game 
losing streak with a victory over 
Denver. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 52 17 .754 - 

x-Boston 47 22 .681 5 

Philadelphia 38 30 .559 13'/2 

New York 25 45 .357 27'/2 

Brooklyn 22 48 .314 30'/2 

Southeast Division 

Washington 40 30 .571 - 

Miami 37 33 .529 3 

Charlotte 30 40 .429 10 

Orlando 21 49 .300 19 

Atlanta 20 50 .286 20 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 40 29 .580 - 

Indiana 40 30 .571 Vi 

Milwaukee 37 32 .536 3 

Detroit 30 39 .435 10 

Chicago 24 45 .348 16 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

y-Houston 55 14 .797 - 

San Antonio 40 30 .571 15'/2 

New Orleans 39 30 .565 16 

Dallas 22 48 .314 33'/2 

Memphis 19 50 .275 36 

Northwest Division 

Portland 43 26 .623 - 

Oklahoma City 42 29 .592 2 

Minnesota 40 30 .571 3'/2 

Utah 40 30 .571 3'/2 

Denver 38 32 .543 5'/2 

Pacific Division 

y-Golden State 53 17 .757 - 

L.A. Clippers 37 31 .544 15 

L.A. Lakers 31 38 .449 21'/2 

Sacramento 23 48 .324 30V'2 

Phoenix 19 52 .268 34'/2 

x-clinched pjayoff spot 


Boston 92, Orlando 83 
Philadelphia 120, Brooklyn 116 
Toronto 122, Dallas 115, OT 
Oklahoma City 121, L.A. Clippers 113 
Miami 92, L.A. Lakers 91 
Sacramento 98, Golden State 93 
Saturday’s games 
Milwaukee 122, Atlanta 117 
Houston 107, New Orleans 101 
Washington 109, Indiana 102 
Brooklyn 114, Dallas 106 
New York 124, Charlotte 101 
Cleveland 114, Chicago 109 
Memphis 101, Denver 94 
San Antonio 117, Minnesota 101 
Utah 103, Sacramento 97 
Golden State 124, Phoenix 109 
Portland 100, Detroit 87 

Sunday’s games 
Oklahoma City at Toronto 
Boston at New Orleans 
Houston at Minnesota 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte at Philadelphia 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Milwaukee at Cleveland 
Chicago at New York 
Denver at Miami 
Memphis at Brooklyn 
Golden State at San Antonio 
Detroit at Sacramento 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto at Orlando 
Dallas at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota 
Oklahoma City at Boston 
Atlanta at Utah 
Detroit at Phoenix 
Houston at Portland 

Saturday 

Grizzlies 101, Nuggets 94 

DENVER - Chandler 4-7 0-0 10, Millsap 

3- 9 6-10 12, Jokic 5-15 6-8 17, Murray 5- 
18 5-5 16, Barton 3-12 2-2 8, Lyles 5-10 0-0 
12, Plumlee 0-3 0-0 0, D.Harris 3-6 2-4 10, 
Craig 4-7 0-0 9. Totals 32-87 21-29 94. 

MEMPHIS - Martin 3-7 1-2 8, Green 3- 
11 1-2 7, Gasol 4-15 4-4 14, Evans 6-19 6-8 
20, Brooks 8-17 4-4 24, Davis 2-3 5-6 9, We¬ 
ber 1-2 1-2 3, Chalmers 0-0 0-0 0, Selden 
6-7 0-0 16. Totals 33-81 22-28 101. 

Denver 17 31 27 19- 94 

Memphis 34 19 31 17-101 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 9-33 
(D.Harris 2-4, Chandler 2-4, Lyles 2-5, 
Craig 1-2, Jokic 1-4, Murray 1-8, Barton 
0-2, Millsap 0-4), Memphis 13-32 (Selden 

4- 5, Brooks 4-9, Evans 2-7, Gasol 2-7, Mar¬ 
tin 1-2, Green 0-2). Fouled Out—Plumlee. 
Rebounds—Denver 48 (Jokic 12), Mem¬ 
phis 48 (Martin 13). Assists—Denver 17 
(Murray, Plumlee 3), Memphis 21 (Evans 
7). Total Fouls—Denver 25, Memphis 20. 
A-16,501 (18,119). 

Warriors 124, Suns 109 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 4-9 2-2 11, 
Green 10-20 1-2 25, Pachulia 1-4 0-0 2, 
Cook 11-17 1-1 28, Young 7-15 3-3 20, West 

5- 10 0-0 10, Looney 6-111-3 13, Bell 2-3 0-0 
4, McGee 0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 4-6 3-3 11. 
Totals 50-95 11-14 124. 

PHOENIX - Warren 4-11 0-0 9, Bender 

2-6 0-0 6, Len 1-4 3-5 5, Payton 4-8 2-3 11, 
Daniels 6-12 3-4 18, Dudley 1-2 3-3 6, Jack- 
son 14-23 6-8 36, Chriss 4-8 2-4 10, Ulis 0-0 
0-0 0, Booker 0-0 0-0 0, Harrison 3-8 1-2 8. 
Totals 39-82 20-29 109. 

Golden State 30 22 42 30-124 

Phoenix 34 26 25 24-109 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 13-31 
(Cook 5-7, Green 4-8, Young 3-9, Iguodala 
1-4, West 0-1, Looney 0-2), Phoenix 11- 
24 (Daniels 3-9, Bender 2-4, Jackson 2-4, 
Payton 1-1, Dudley 1-1, Warren 1-1, Har¬ 
rison 1-2, Chriss 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Golden State 43 (Green 11), 
Phoenix 42 (Len 9). Assists—Golden 
State 29 (Green 8), Phoenix 22 (Payton 7). 
Total Fouls-Golden State 21, Phoenix 19. 
Technicals-Young. A-18,055 (18,055). 


Trail Blazers 100, Pistons 87 

DETROIT - Ennis III 0-2 1-2 1, Griffin 6- 
17 2-3 15, Drummond 6-9 6-8 18, Smith 2-8 
0-0 6, Bullock 5-10 0-0 13, Johnson 5-111-1 

11, Tolliver 2-5 3-49, Buyeks 1-6 0-0 2, Ken- 
nard 4-12 2-2 12. Totals 31-80 15-20 87. 

PORTLAND- Harkless4-60-010,Aminu 
3-8 2-2 10, Nurkic 6-12 1-2 13, Lillard 6-19 9- 
9 24, McCollum 8-16 0-0 16, Davis 3-3 3-4 9, 
Collins 2-5 0-0 5, Leonard 1-1 0-0 2, Napier 
0-6 0-0 0, Turner 4-7 1-1 9, Connaughton 

1- 4 0-0 2. Totals 38-87 16-18 100. 

Detroit 20 25 18 24- 87 

Portiand 31 29 20 20-100 

Three-Point Goals-Detroit 10-25 (Bull¬ 
ock 3-5, Smith 2-3, Kennard 2-4, Tolliver 

2- 5, Griffin 1-4, Buyeks 0-1, Johnson 0-3), 
Portland 8-31 (Lillard 3-10, Harkless 2-3, 
Aminu 2-6, Collins 1-4, Napier 0-2, Con¬ 
naughton 0-2, McCollum0-4). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Detroit 43 (Drummond 
22), Portland 49 (Aminu 12). Assists-De- 
troit 17 (Griffin 7), Portland 23 (Lillard 8). 
Total Fouls-Detroit 16, Portland 17. Tech¬ 
nicals—Kennard, Detroit coach Stan Van 
Gundy. A-19,727 (19,393). 

Jazz 103, Kings 97 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 1-3 0-0 2, La- 
bissiere 2-6 2-2 7, Cauley-Stein 3-9 3-4 9, 
Fox 4-13 3-4 11, Bogdanovic 5-17 0-1 12, 
Sampson 2-2 1-3 6, Koufos 4-7 0-0 8, Ma¬ 
son 3-7 0-0 8, Temple 4-7 0-0 11, Hield 9-15 
0-0 23. Totals 37-86 9-14 97. 

UTAH - Ingles 4-11 3-4 14, Favors 4-8 

2- 4 10, Gobert 7-8 8-10 22, Rubio 3-9 7-8 
14, Mitchell 11-21 5-6 28, Crowder 3-8 4- 
4 11, O’Neale 0-3 2-2 2, Jerebko 0-2 0-0 0, 
Exum 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 33-74 31-38 103. 

Sacramento 27 27 25 18- 97 

Utah 32 18 30 23-103 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 14-21 
(Hield 5-8, Temple 3-3, Bogdanovic 2-3, 
Mason 2-3, Sampson 1-1, Labissiere 1-1, 
Jackson 0-1, Fox 0-1), Utah 6-24 (Ingles 3-8, 
Rubio 1-2, Crowder 1-4, Mitchell 1-8, Exum 
0-1, Jerebko 0-1). Fouled Out—Cauley- 
Stein. Rebounds—Sacramento 33 (Kou¬ 
fos, Mason, Hield 6), Utah 48 (Gobert 13). 
Assists-Sacramento 23 (Hield 6), Utah 21 
(Ingles 9). Total Fouls—Sacramento 30, 
Utah 13. Technicals—Utah coach Jazz (De¬ 
fensive three second). A-18,306 (19,911). 

Spurs 117, Timberwolves 101 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 3-7 0-0 7, Gibson 

3- 7 2-2 8, Towns 8-15 5-6 23, Teague 6-13 

3- 4 16, Wiggins 8-15 5-6 21, Georges-Hunt 
0-0 0-0 0, Aldrich 0-0 0-0 0, Dieng 2-4 0-0 4, 
Jones 3-4 1-2 9, Rose 4-9 0-0 8, Crawford 
2-7 0-0 5. Totals 39-81 16-20 101. 

SAN ANTONIO - Green 5-16 0-0 12, An¬ 
derson 1-1 0-0 3, Aldridge 14-22 11-12 39, 
Murray 2-8 0-0 5, Mills 5-9 0-0 12, Bertans 
0-1 0-0 0, Gay 7-12 0-0 14, Gasol 6-10 0-0 

12, Lauvergne 1-1 0-0 2, Parker 3-6 0-0 6, 
Forbes 1-3 0-0 2, Paul 0-1 0-0 0, Ginobili 

4- 6 2-2 10. Totals 49-96 13-14 117. 

Minnesota 24 26 31 20-101 

San Antonio 23 38 29 27-117 

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 7-12 
(Towns 2-2, Jones 2-2, Teague 1-1, Bjelica 
1-2, Crawford 1-4, Rose 0-1), San Antonio 
6-26 (Mills 2-6, Green 2-10, Murray 1-1, 
Anderson 1-1, Parker 0-1, Bertans 0-1, 
Ginobili 0-1, Gasol 0-1, Gay 0-1, Forbes 
0-1, Aldridge 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Minnesota 34 (Towns 9), San 
Antonio 41 (Aldridge 10). Assists—Min¬ 
nesota 22 (Teague 8), San Antonio 32 
(Gasol 8). Total Fouls—Minnesota 16, San 
Antonio 17. A-18,418 (18,418). 

Cavaliers 114, Bulls 109 

CLEVELAND - Green 8-14 3-5 21, James 
15-26 1-4 33, Zizic 7-9 0-1 14, Calderon 3-6 
1-1 9, Hill 2-7 3-4 8, Perrantes 0-0 0-0 0, 
Holland 2-5 0-0 5, Smith 1-7 2-2 5, Clark¬ 
son 6-13 3-3 19. Totals 44-87 13-20 114. 

CHICAGO - Valentine 13-20 0-0 34, 
Zipser 4-9 0-0 11, Felicio 4-7 2-2 10, Payne 

5- 11 0-0 13, Holiday 2-6 1-1 5, Portis 7-15 0- 
0 15, Grant 0-3 6-8 6, Blakeney 4-14 1-2 10, 
Nwaba 2-6 1-2 5. Totals 41-91 11-15 109. 

Cleveland 32 37 16 29-114 

Chicago 31 21 29 28-109 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 13-37 
(Clarkson 4-9, Calderon 2-3, Green 2-6, 
James 2-8, Smith 1-3, Hill 1-4, Holland 1-4), 
Chicago 16-34 (Valentine 8-11, Zipser 3-4, 
Payne 3-6, Portis 1-2, Blakeney 1-6, Grant 
0-2, Holiday 0-3). Fouled Out-None. Re¬ 
bounds—Cleveland 44 (James 13), Chica¬ 
go 45 (Portis 15). Assists-Cleveland 25 
(James 12), Chicago 30 (Payne 10). Total 
Fouls—Cleveland 14, Chicago 21. Tech¬ 
nicals—Chicago coach Bulls (Defensive 
three second) 2. A-22,983 (20,917). 

Nets 114, Nuggets 106 


9-17 1-1 21, Collinsworth 1-6 2-2 4, Kleber 2- 
4 2-2 8, Motley 4-5 0-1 8, Ferrell 5-16 0-0 12, 
Jones 6-15 2-3 16. Totals 41-92 12-14 106. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 7-12 1-1 19, Hol¬ 
lis-Jefferson 9-16 5-6 23, Allen 2-5 3-4 7, 
Russell 9-17 0-1 22, Harris 4-8 2-2 11, Acy 

3-8 0-0 9, Okafor 0-0 0-0 0, Dinwiddle 4- 
7 2-2 12, LeVert 5-11 1-3 11. Totals 43-84 
14-19 114. 

Dallas 24 32 33 17-106 

Brooklyn 30 29 29 26-114 

Three-Point Goals-Dallas 12-22 
(Nowitzki 2-2, Powell 2-2, Jones 2-3, Kle¬ 
ber 2-3, Smith Jr. 2-5, Ferrell 2-6, McDer¬ 
mott 0-1), Brooklyn 14-36 (Carroll 4-8, Rus¬ 
sell 4-9, Acy 3-7, Dinwiddle 2-4, Harris 1-5, 
Hollis-Jefferson 0-1, LeVert 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 45 (Col¬ 
linsworth, Nowitzki, Jones 7), Brooklyn 
43 (Carroll 12). Assists—Dallas 25 (Ferrell 
12), Brooklyn 25 (Russell 6). Total Fouls- 
Dallas 21, Brooklyn 14. A-13,877 (17,732). 


Knicks 124, Hornets 101 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 2-5 4-6 8, 
M.Williams 2-8 6-6 10, Howard 6-17 2-2 14, 
Walker 4-10 0-0 10, Batum 1-7 0-0 2, Bacon 

6-10 3-4 15, Kaminsky 3-7 5-7 12, Hernan- 
gomez 2-2 4-4 9, Monk 4-16 1-2 12, Stone 
0-0 0-0 0, Graham 1-1 0-0 3, Lamb 2-7 1-1 
6. Totals 33-90 26-32 101. 

NEW YORK - Beasley 4-8 0-0 8, Thom¬ 
as 1-6 0-0 3, Kanter 4-9 1-1 9, Mudiay 3-8 
1-2 7, Hardaway Jr. 7-15 7-8 25, T.Williams 
6-10 0-0 13, Kornet 2-5 0-0 6, Hicks 5-5 2-2 
12, O’Quinn 2-4 0-0 4, Jack 2-4 0-0 4, Burke 
6-13 0-0 14, Ntilikina 5-8 3-5 15, Dotson 2-5 
0-0 4. Totals 49-100 14-18 124. 

Charlotte 24 26 17 34-101 

New York 22 35 42 25-124 

Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 9-33 
(Monk 3-12, Walker 2-5, Hernangomez 
1-1, Graham 1-1, Kaminsky 1-2, Lamb 1- 
3, Bacon 0-2, Batum 0-3, M.Williams 0-4), 
New York 12-26 (Hardaway Jr. 4-6, Ntiliki¬ 
na 2-3, Burke 2-4, Kornet 2-5, T.Williams 1- 

3, Thomas 1-4, Mudiay 0-1). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Charlotte 50 (Howard 
13), New York 56 (O’Quinn, Kanter 9). As- 
sists-Charlotte 11 (Bacon 3), New York 
24 (Burke 5). Total Fouls-Charlotte 13, 
New York 22. Technicals—M.Williams. 
A-17,760 (19,812). 

Rockets 107, Pelicans 101 

HOUSTON - Tucker 3-8 0-0 9, Ariza 6-9 

1- 117, Capela 6-11 1-113, Paul 8-19 2-2 21, 
Harden 11-28 6-8 32, Anderson 0-2 0-0 0, 
Mbah a Moute 1-6 3-4 5, Gordon 2-4 1-2 5, 
Johnson 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 39-92 14-18 107. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 5-11 0-0 10, 
Davis 11-18 4-4 26, Okafor 0-4 0-0 0, Holi¬ 
day 8-16 2-3 19, Liggins 1-4 0-0 3, Miller 

4- 7 1-1 13, Mirotic 2-7 2-2 7, Diallo 2-4 2-2 
6, Drew 11 0-1 0-0 0, Clark 8-9 0-0 17. Totals 
41-81 11-12 101. 

Houston 32 28 24 23-107 

New Orleans 29 25 18 29-101 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 15-41 
(Ariza 4-6, Harden 4-13, Paul 3-6, Tucker 
3-8, Johnson 1-2, Gordon 0-2, Anderson 
0-2, Mbah a Moute 0-2), New Orleans 
8-24 (Miller 4-6, Clark 1-1, Liggins 1-3, 
Holiday 1-4, Mirotic 1-5, Drew II 0-1, Da¬ 
vis 0-2, Moore 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Houston 44 (Harden, Capela 
11), New Orleans 40 (Davis 13). Assists— 
Houston 19 (Harden 8), New Orleans 18 
(Holiday 8). Total Fouls—Houston 19, 
New Orleans 19. Technicals—Tucker, 
Rondo, New Orleans coach Alvin Gentry. 
A-18,495 (16,867). 

Wizards 109, Pacers 102 

INDIANA — Bogdanovic 4-7 0-0 11, 
T.Young 2-5 1-3 5, Jefferson 4-11 2-2 10, 
Joseph 1-4 2-2 5, Oladipo 7-16 3-4 18, 
Robinson III 0-5 0-0 0, Poythress 0-1 0-0 
0, Booker 3-6 1-1 8, Leaf 3-4 0-0 7, Collison 
3-7 0-0 9, J.Young 2-5 0-0 4, Stephenson 
10-15 3-3 25. Totals 39-86 12-15 102. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 3-7 0-0 8, 
Morris 6-11 1-2 15, Gortat 6-8 6-6 18, Sa- 
toransky 5-7 1-2 12, Beal 6-12 6-7 19, Ou¬ 
bre Jr. 6-11 2-2 16, Scott 3-6 0-0 6, Mahinmi 

2- 3 1-2 5, Sessions 2-4 0-0 6, Meeks 1-4 2-2 

4. Totals 40-73 19-23 109. 

Indiana 20 25 26 31-102 

Washington 25 32 29 23-109 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 12-24 
(Bogdanovic 3-3, Collison 3-5, Stephen¬ 
son 2-3, Joseph 1-1, Leaf 1-1, Booker 1-3, 
Oladipo 1-4, Poythress 0-1, T.Young 0-1, 
Robinson III 0-2), Washington 10-20 (Ses¬ 
sions 2-2, Porter Jr. 2-3, Oubre Jr. 2-4, Mor¬ 
ris 2-5, Satoransky 1-1, Beal 1-3, Meeks 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—In¬ 
diana 37 (Jefferson 9), Washington 38 
(Gortat 8). Assists—Indiana 24 (Collison 
6), Washington 29 (Satoransky 8). Total 
Fouls—Indiana 18, Washington 17. Tech¬ 
nicals—Indiana coach Dan Burke, Ste¬ 
phenson, Beal. A-18,249 (20,356). 

Bucks 122, Hawks 117 

ATLANTA - Prince 13-26 8-8 38, Collins 
6-8 3-3 15, Dedmon 3-7 2-2 10, Schroder 
6-13 5-5 18, Dorsey 1-3 0-0 3, White III 3-6 
0-0 7, Muscala 4-9 2-2 12, Cavanaugh 0-1 
0-0 0, Taylor 1-4 5-6 7, Lee 2-8 2-2 7. Totals 
39-85 27-28 117. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-14 9-9 23, 
Antetokounmpo 12-25 7-8 33, Henson 3-8 

5- 6 11, Bledsoe 5-10 8-9 19, Snell 4-8 0-0 
11, Parker 7-12 0-0 15, Maker 3-4 0-0 8, 
Terry 0-1 0-0 0, Jennings 1-4 0-0 2, Brown 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-86 29-32 122. 

Atlanta 31 19 37 30-117 

Milwaukee 26 30 39 27-122 

Three-Point Goals-Atlanta 12-36 

(Prince 4-13, Dedmon 2-4, Muscala 2-5, 
Schroder 1-2, Dorsey 1-3, White III 1-3, 
Lee 1-4, Cavanaugh 0-1, Taylor 0-1), Mil¬ 
waukee 11-25 (Snell 3-5, Maker 2-2, Mid¬ 
dleton 2-4, Antetokounmpo 2-6, Bledsoe 
1-2, Parker 1-3, Terry 0-1, Jennings 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Schroder. Rebounds—At¬ 

lanta 44 (Collins 12), Milwaukee 44 (An¬ 
tetokounmpo 12). Assists—Atlanta 23 
(Schroder 9), Milwaukee 31 (Bledsoe 9). 
Total Fouls—Atlanta 25, Milwaukee 24. 
Technicals—Atlanta coach Hawks (De¬ 
fensive three second), Schroder, Parker. 
A-18,717 (18,717). 

Calendar 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — Early entry withdrawal 
deadline for NBA draft (5 p.m. EDT). 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 - NBA draft. 
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Morocco’s 
bid: $16B 
needed for 
World Cup 

By Rob Harris 

Associated Press 

Morocco would need to spend 
almost $16 billion to prepare 
to host the 2026 World Cup, 
with every proposed stadium 
and training ground built from 
scratch or renovated, the bid said 
Saturday. 

With less than three months 
to go until the FIFA vote, the 
north African nation presented 
the first significant details of its 
proposal to take on the joint bid 
from the United States, Canada 
and Mexico. 

The North American bid plans 
to rely on existing infrastructure, 
including large NFL stadiums al¬ 
ready hosting events. 

For the first time, a high-risk 
bid that does not meet FIFA’s ex¬ 
pectations on facilities and profit 
can be disqualified before the 
governing body’s congress votes 
on June 13. 

When FIFA officials score the 
bids, infrastructure — of which 
half relates to stadiums — will ac¬ 
count for 70 percent of the panel’s 
mark. The remaining 30 percent 
is based on projected costs and 
revenues. 

For $3 billion, Morocco said it 
can build nine stadiums, refur¬ 
bish five others and build or reno¬ 
vate 130 training grounds. That is 
part of the $12.6 billion in public 
investment that also requires hos¬ 
pital services being upgraded in 
20 cities and transport networks 
improved for the World Cup after 
the jump from 32 to 48 participat¬ 
ing nations. 

The bid said another $3.2 bil¬ 
lion of private investment is re¬ 
quired to build hotels containing 
around 30,000 rooms. 

Morocco’s bid team told The 
Associated Press the projections 
had been “carefully costed” but 
could not provide a breakdown on 
how the figures were reached. 

Nine new stadiums are planned, 
including a 93,000-capacity home 
for the national team in Casablan¬ 
ca that would stage the opening 
game and final in 2026. 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Kubasaki splits baseball series 


Stars and Stripes 

Things went well for Kubasaki base¬ 
ball, at least on Friday, the first day of 
a two-day road trip. That was before 
Saturday, when the Dragons ran into a 
familiar nemesis, four-time defending 
Far East Division I Tournament cham¬ 
pion American School In Japan. 

Kyle Powell just missed a no-hitter 
I in the Dragons’ 6-1 win 
over Kinnick, and Samuel 
I Williamson and Camron 
McCall each had two 
RBIs in a 4-1 victory over 
Yokota on Friday at Yokota Park. 

But at Mustang Valley the next morn¬ 
ing, ASIJ quickly broke out of the gate 
in each game of a doubleheader, then 
held off late Dragons rallies to sweep 
the twin bill 7-5 and 5-2. 

“They’re definitely still the team to 
beat,” Dragons coach Randy Toor said 
of the Mustangs’ D-l chances. “They 
have good young players, some young 
arms, they’re solid and they put the ball 
in play. They don’t strike out much. 
They’re very patient and selective with 
pitches.” 

Errors didn’t help the Dragons, who 
committed three in the opener and one 
in the nightcap. 

“The first three or four innings, we 
really weren’t there. We came out flat. 
You can’t do that with a team like that,” 
Toor said. 

Things went much better for the 
Dragons on Friday, when Powell com¬ 
bined with Adam Garlick’s 3-for-3 
performance with two RBIs against 
Kinnick, and Jon Palmer got the win in 
relief to couple with Williamson’s and 
McCall’s run production in the win over 
Yokota. 

Kadena: Panthers girls soccer re¬ 
mained unbeaten at 6- 
0, getting a 5-0 shutout 
over Naha Commercial 
High School on Saturday. 
Phoebe Bills led the at¬ 
tack with two goals, giving her five on 
the season, while Adrianna Gomez got 
her 11th goal plus two assists. 

Yokota: Though the Panthers boys 
I soccer team lost twice 
Chadwick Interna- 
I tional, including 3-0 in 
Saturday’s final, Yokota 
learned some things from 
the Matthew C. Perry Cup Tournament, 
coach Trent Anderson said. “This will 
really help us as we move forward.” 



Jasmine LiTTON/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Daegu’s Elijah Bembischew is tagged out by Humphreys catcher Owen Williams during Saturday’s DODEA 
Korea season-opening double header at Camp Henry. The Warriors swept the games 12-2 and 5-4. 


Zama: Like father, like daughter. 

Freshman Meridean Du¬ 
arte, daughter of Trojans 
girls soccer coach Manny 
Duarte, enjoyed a break¬ 
out game Saturday, scor¬ 
ing five times as Zama routed Seisen 
7-1. The Trojans improved to 6-2 on 
the season. 

Edgren: Eagles baseball appeared 
to be on the shelf three 
weeks ago, but coach 
Brett Lehner says the 
team now has enough 
players to move ahead 
with a season. They played twice at 
Yokota on Saturday, losing 10-0 and 
16-1. They next host Zama on Friday 
and Saturday. 

EJ. King: Gabi Shultz scored once 
on Friday and twice on 
Saturday to help Cobras 
girls soccer to a week¬ 
end split of matches with 
M.C. Perry. King edged 
the Samurai 2-1 on Saturday, after los¬ 
ing 4-1 on Friday. Shultz has nine goals 
this season for the 3-5 Cobras. 





M.C. Perry: Garrett Macias struck 
I out eight in three innings, 
homered and drove in 
I five runs as the Samurai 
routed King 21-2, salvag¬ 
ing a split of a two-game 
series at Sasebo Naval Base. The Co¬ 
bras edged Perry 7-5 on Friday. 

Kinnick: The three-time defending 
I Far East D-l track cham¬ 
pion Red Devils picked 
up where they left off 
last season. The boys 
and girls topped the team 
standings at Saturday’s season-opening 
meet at Yokota. The boys beat Ameri¬ 
can School In Japan 186y2-118V2 and 
the girls did likewise 2141/2-114. 

Seoul American: Senior Alyse Neal 
remained in good position 
to top the northwest Pa¬ 
cific long jump record. On 
Saturday, she matched 
her best distance in last 
spring’s Far East meet, jumping a meet- 
record 5.3 meters. The region record is 
5.42 set in 2006 by Amelia Clark of 
Jakarta International. 


Humphreys: Blackhawks track and 
field similarly soared to a 
school first — the boys 
and girls teams each top¬ 
ping the standings in a 
single meet on the same 
day. Humphreys boys downed Yong- 
san 175-117 and the girls edged Seoul 
American 177-174. 

Daegu: Senior Neena Ibit proved 
I nearly impenetrable in 
net for Warriors girls soc¬ 
cer over the weekend, 
stopping 30 of 32 shots 
in two matches. Daegu 
played Taejon Christian to a scoreless 
draw on Saturday, hours after falling 2- 
0 to Yongsan. 

Osan: It was a struggle, but Cougars 
girls soccer remained 
unbeaten at 4-0, beat¬ 
ing Taejon Christian on 
Friday and Yongsan on 
Saturday by identical 3-2 
scores. Elizabeth White scored thrice 
for Osan, giving her seven on the sea¬ 
son, and Jana Rafi added her fourth 
and fifth goals. 



M CB 

Ainerica'fi best-selSine pickup just stepped up 


BuEld your customized 

2018 Petty’s Garage Warrior F-150 , 

exc Lu siveLy t hrough MHitary AutoSource uJSHi 


Reserve ypufs tuday at 

mil Itaryaulosource.com/Warrin rf 150 
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NFL/SPORTS BRIEFS 



K.C. Alfred,San Diego Union-Tribune/TNS 


Running back Danny Woodhead announced his retirement on Saturday morning in an Instagram post. 

The 5-foot-8, 204-pound Woodhead had 2,238 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns, along with 300 
catches for 2,698 yards and 17 scores over 10 seasons playing for the New York Jets, New England 
Patriots, San Diego Chargers and Baltimore Ravens. 

Briefly 

Versatile RB Woodhead retiring 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Danny Woodhead went from un¬ 
dersized and undrafted to big-time playmaker in 10 
NFL seasons. 

The versatile running back announced his retire¬ 
ment from playing in a humble and heartfelt post on 
Instagram early Saturday. 

“10 years!” Woodhead wrote. “Wow, God had 
crazy plans for a small little kid from North Platte, 
NE! It’s been a wild ride and feel so blessed He al¬ 
lowed me to do what I loved for so long. But now it’s 
time to say goodbye to the game I love.” 

The 5-foot-8, 204-pound Woodhead had 2,238 
yards rushing and 15 touchdowns, along with 300 
catches for 2,698 yards and 17 scores while play¬ 
ing for the New York Jets, New England, San Diego 
and Baltimore. He added an exciting element to 
the offenses in which he played, able to run the ball 
through seemingly the smallest of holes or take a 
short pass and turn it into a long gain. 

The 33-year-old Woodhead is also a devout Chris¬ 
tian who leaned on his faith during the ups and 
downs of what became a successful NFL career. 

“All I had to do was follow His plans for my 
life,” Woodhead wrote, “and His plans were crazy 
awesome!” 

Woodhead was a two-time Harlon Hill Trophy 
winner at Chadron State in Nebraska as the top 
player in NCAA Division II. Despite his college suc¬ 
cess, he went undrafted in 2008 and signed with the 
Jets as a free agent. 

Already a longshot to make the roster, Woodhead 
suffered a serious knee injury during a training 
camp practice and spent his entire rookie season on 
injured reserve. He recovered in time for camp the 
next summer and became a fan favorite as one of 
the Jets’ featured players on HBO’s “Hard Knocks.” 
Woodhead made his NFL regular-season debut mid¬ 
way through the 2009 season. 


Seattle signs WR Brown, S Alexander 

RENTON, Wash. — The Seattle Seahawks added 
depth at both wide receiver and in the secondary by 
signing wide receiver Jaron Brown and safety Mau¬ 
rice Alexander. 

Seattle announced both of the signings on Satur¬ 
day. Brown spent all five of his NFL seasons with 
the Arizona Cardinals, while Alexander is joining 
the Seahawks after parts of four seasons with the 
Rams. 

Dallas releases 10-year vet Scandrick 

FRISCO, Texas — The Dallas Cowboys have re¬ 
leased 10-year veteran cornerback Orlando Scan¬ 
drick, another move toward getting younger in the 
secondary. 

Scandrick had asked for a release that the Cow¬ 
boys made official with Saturday’s move. The post- 
June 1 designation gives Dallas $3 million in salary 
cap space this season with a $1.6 million cap charge 
in 2019. 

The 31-year-old was a fifth-round pick by the 
Cowboys in 2008 and had eight interceptions in 125 
games.. 

Pats add Clayborn, Hill in free agency 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The New England 
Patriots bolstered their pass rush and backfield 
depth with the free agent signings of defensive end 
Adrian Clayborn and running back Jeremy Hill on 
Saturday. 

The Patriots also announced the signing of vet¬ 
eran offensive tackle Matt Tobin. 

The addition of Tobin adds depth to a Patriots of¬ 
fensive line that lost long-time starting left tackle 
Nate Solder to the New York Giants in free agency. 


Sports briefs 

Nickal’s pin clinches 
title for Penn State 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Bo Nickal re¬ 
versed an early attack from Ohio 
State’s Myles Martin and spun 
him on his back for a first-period 
pin that clinched Penn State’s 
seventh team title in eight years 
at the NCAA Wrestling Champi¬ 
onships on Saturday. 

Nickal won his second-straight 
title at 184 pounds and joined Zain 
Retherford (149 pounds) Jason 
Nolf (157), Vincenzo Joseph (165) 
as repeat champions for the Nit- 
tany Lions, who pulled away to 
beat the Buckeyes 141.5-133.5. 

Iowa finished third with 97 
points while Michigan and NC 
State tied for fourth with 80 
points. Missouri was sixth with 
61.5. 

Logano cruises to 
Xfinity win at Fontana 

FONTANA, Calif — Joey Lo¬ 
gano cruised to his first NASCAR 
Xfinity Series victory of the sea¬ 
son on Saturday, outpacing Justin 
Allgaier at Fontana. 

Logano pushed his Team Pen- 
ske Ford to his 29th career Xfin¬ 
ity victory and his third at Auto 
Club Speedway. The dominant 
win also was the first Xfinity vic¬ 
tory at Auto Club Speedway for 
the team backed by Roger Pen- 
ske, who spearheaded the con¬ 
struction of this 21-year-old track 
east of Los Angeles. 

“That car was so good,” Logano 
said. “It was one of those races 
where you’re relieved when you 
win. You’re supposed to win when 
you’ve got a car that fast.” 

A series of cautions led to a 
choppy race governed by tire 
quality and restarts, but Logano 
was in command of almost every 
big moment. 

Logano took the lead on the 
fifth lap and won the first two 
stages, never even relinquishing 
his lead until late, when he fell 
behind Elliott Sadler out of a re¬ 
start. Logano moved up from 16th 
and reclaimed the lead in a mere 
three-lap stretch, and he jumped 
in front again with a beautiful re¬ 
start after the final caution with 
eight laps to go. 


Stenson takes 1-shot 
lead; Woods 5 back 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Henrik 
Stenson did just enough right for 
a 1-under 71 to take the lead at the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational. 

Stenson mixed birdies and bo¬ 
geys on a warm afternoon and 
goes into the final round with a 
one-shot lead for the second time 
in four years at Bay Hill, where 
he has never won. 

Tiger Woods goes into Sunday 
with another shot at winning. He 
made another bold play on the 
par-516th to set up a birdie, made 
a 12-foot birdie on the 18th and 
shot 69. He was five back. 

Ramirez beats Imam 
to win 140-pound title 

NEW YORK — Jose Ramirez 
won his first world title Saturday 
night with a unanimous decision 
victory over Amir Imam to win 
the WBC’s vacant 140-pound belt. 

Ramirez pulled away in the late 
rounds, swelling Imam’s right eye 
in the process to take the title. 

Ramirez, a 2012 U.S. Olympian, 
won by scores of 120-108,117-111 
and 115-113. He improved to 22-0 
with 16 knockouts. 

Athletics pitcher Cotton 
to miss 2018 season 

MESA, Ariz. — Oakland Ath¬ 
letics pitcher Jharel Cotton will 
undergo season-ending surgery 
on his right elbow. 

Cotton is expected to undergo 
Tommy John surgery next week. 

The 26-year-old Cotton was ex¬ 
pected to be in Oakland’s starting 
rotation this season after going 9- 
10 with a 5.58 ERA average in 24 
starts as a rookie in 2017. 

Also: 

■ New York Mets left-hander 
Jason Vargas is expected to miss 
four to six weeks after fracturing 
a bone in his right hand. 

The Mets acquired Vargas in 
free agency, signing him to a two- 
year, $16 million contract. He 
went 18-11 with a 4.16 ERA for 
Kansas City last season. 



David Dermer/AP 


Penn State’s Bo Nickal, top, controls Ohio State’s Myles Martin 
during the 184-pound championship match of the NCAA Division I 
Wrestling Championships on Saturday in Cleveland. 
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WOMEN'S NCAA TOURNAMENT ROUNDUP 



Tony Avelar/AP 


Florida Gulf Coast guard China Dow reacts after being fouled against 
Missouri during the second half of a first-round game in Stanford, 
Calif., on Saturday. Dow scored 21 points in the upset victory. 

Scoreboard 


Albany Regional 

First Round 
Friday 

At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Virginia 68, California 62 
South Carolina 63, N.C. A&T 52 

Saturday, March 17 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 140, Saint Francis (Pa.) 52 
Quinnipiac 86, Miami 72 

At Athens, Ga. 

Duke 72, Belmont 58 
Georgia 68, Mercer 63 

At Taiiahassee, Fia. 

Florida State 91, Little Rock 49 
Buffalo 102, South Florida 79 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Coiumhia, S.C. 

Virginia (19-13) vs. South Carolina (27- 

6) 

Monday, March 19 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn (33-0) vs. Quinnipiac (28-5) 

At Athens, Ga. 

Duke (23-8) vs. Georgia (26-6) 

At Taiiahassee, Fia. 

Buffalo (28-5) vs. Florida State (26-6) 

Spokane Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 99, Cal State Northridge 

81 

Villanova 81, South Dakota State 74, 
OT 

At Coiiege Station, Texas 

DePaul 90, Oklahoma 79 
Texas A&M 89, Drake 76 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Minnesota 89, Green Bay 77 
Oregon 88, Seattle 45 

Saturday, March 17 
At Coiumhus, Ohio 

Central Michigan 78, LSU 69 

Ohio State 87, George Washington 45 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame (30-3) vs. Villanova (23-8) 

At College Station, Texas 

DePaul (27-7) vs. Texas A&M (25-9) 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Minnesota (24-8) vs. Oregon (31-4) 

Monday, March 19 
At Coiumhus, Ohio 

Central Michigan (29-4) vs. Ohio State 
(28-6) 


Kansas City Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Raieigh, N.C. 

Maryland 77, Princeton 57 
NC State 62, Elon 34 

Saturday, March 17 
At Starkviiie, Miss. 
Oklahoma State 84, Syracuse 57 
Mississippi State 95, Nicholls 50 
At Los Angeies 
UCLA 71, American 60 
Creighton 76, Iowa 70 

At Austin, Texas 
Arizona State 73, Nebraska 62 
Texas 83, Maine 54 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Raieigh, N.C. 

Maryland (26-7) vs. NC State (25-8) 

Monday, March 19 
At Starkviiie, Miss. 

Mississippi State (33-1) vs. Oklahoma 
State (21-10) 

At Los Angeies 

Creighton (19-12) vs. UCLA (25-7) 

At Austin, Texas 

Arizona State (22-12) vs. Texas (27-6) 

Lexington Regional 

First Round 
Friday, March 16 
At Louisviiie, Ky. 

Louisville 74, Boise State 42 
Marquette 84, Dayton 65 

At Knoxviiie, Tenn. 

Oregon State 82, Western Kentucky 
58 

Tennessee 100, Liberty 60 

At Waco, Texas 

Michigan 75, Northern Colorado 61 
Baylor 96, Grambling State 46 

Saturday, March 17 
At Stanford, Caiif. 

Florida Gulf Coast 80, Missouri 70 
Stanford 82, Gonzaga 68 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 18 
At Louisviiie, Ky. 

Louisville (33-2) vs. Marquette (24-9) 

At Knoxviiie, Tenn. 

Oregon State (24-7) vs. Tennessee (25- 
7) 

At Waco, Texas 

Michigan (23-9) vs. Baylor (32-1) 

Monday, March 19 
At Stanford, Caiif. 

Florida Gulf Coast (31-4) vs. Stanford 
(23-10) 


UConn rolls to records; 
six high seeds advance 


Associated Press 

It was a record day for the 
UConn Huskies and a banner 
opening round for double-digit 
seeds. 

The top-seeded Huskies rolled 
to a half dozen new records in 
the 140-52 win over Saint Fran¬ 
cis (Pa.) that got the second day 
of the opening round started. 
UConn set a record for points in 
a tournament game and all-time 
NCAA records for points in a pe¬ 
riod (55 in the first) and a half (94 
in the first). And UConn’s 88-point 
margin of victory was the second- 
biggest in tournament history. 
Baylor beat Texas Southern by 89 
in the 2017 tournament. 

While the NEC representative 
fell, six double-digit seeds ad¬ 
vance to the second round for the 
first time since 2000. Only one of 
those teams that year made it to 
the Sweet 16. 

Albany Regional 

No. 1 UConn 140, No. 16 
Saint Francis (Pa.) 52: At Storrs, 
Conn., Azura Stevens scored 26 
points to lead six Huskies in dou¬ 
ble figures. 

No. 3 Florida State 91, No. 
14 Little Rock 49: Shakayla 
Thomas scored 26 points for host 
Florida State. 

The Seminoles (26-6), who 
were 35-for-60 from the field, put 
the game out of reach by going 
on a 23-0 run during an 8-min¬ 
ute span in the second and third 
quarters. 

No. 4 Georgia 68, No. 13 
Mercer 63: Caliya Robinson had 
23 points and 16 rebounds, Mack¬ 
enzie Engram added 21 points 
and 10 rebounds, and host Geor¬ 
gia held off Mercer. 

Kahlia Lawrence scored 23 
points and KeKe Calloway had 15 
for No. 13 seed Mercer (30-3). 

No. 5 Duke 72, No. 12 Bel¬ 
mont 58: At Athens, Ga., Leaon- 
na Odom scored a career-high 25 
points, including nine in Duke’s 
dominant third period, and the 
Blue Devils beat Belmont. 

Duke (23-8) led only 32-31 at 
halftime before outscoring Bel¬ 
mont 21-9 in the third period. 

Kylie Smith scored 20 points to 
lead Belmont (31-4), which saw 
its 22-game winning streak end. 

No. 11 Buffalo 102, No. 6 
South Florida 79: Cierra Dillard 
scored a career-high 36 points 
and Buffalo got its first NCAA 
Tournament victory, and it is the 
first time that a Mid-American 
Conference team scored more 
than 100 points in an NCAA Tour¬ 
nament game. 

Buffalo (28-5) was 14-for-27 
from the three-point line, includ¬ 
ing 7-for-13 from Dillard. 

No. 9 Quinnipiac 86, No. 8 
Miami 72: At Storrs, Conn., Jen 
Fay led a balanced offense with 
19 points and the Bobcats elimi¬ 
nated the Hurricanes from the 
tournament for a second consecu¬ 


tive season. 

Paula Strautmane added 15 
points and Edel Thornton and 
Carly Fabbri each had 14 for 
Quinnipiac (28-5), which extend¬ 
ed its winning streak to 23 games, 
a new school record. 

Spokane Regional 

No. 3 Ohio State 87, No. 14 
George Washington 45: Stepha¬ 
nie Mavunga scored 22 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds as the 
host Buckeyes rolled. 

Alexa Hart had 12 points and 
Kelsey Mitchell added 11 points 
and seven rebounds as Ohio State 
(28-6) never trailed. 

No. 11 Central Michigan 78, 
No. 6 LSU 69: Tinara Moore 
scored 25 points to help Central 
Michigan get its first women’s 
NCAA Tournament win, beating 
LSU. 

The Chippewas, who had lost 
in their first three trips to the 
NCAAs, got in the tournament for 
the first time in five years by up¬ 
setting Buffalo in the Mid-Ameri¬ 
can Conference Tournament. 

Moore and Central Michigan 
dominated inside, outrebound- 
ing the Southeastern Conference 
team 40-27 and creating more 
second chances. Reyna Frost 12 
points and 12 boards for the Chip¬ 
pewas before fouling out late in 
the game. 

Kansas City Regional 

No. 1 Mississippi State 95, 
No. 16 Nicholls 50: Victoria Viv¬ 
ians scored 20 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds to lead host Missis¬ 
sippi State past Nicholls. 

The Bulldogs (33-1) started the 
game slowly, but scored 33 points 
in the secon(l quarter to take a 54- 
24 lead into halftime and eventu¬ 
ally cruise to the win. 

No. 2 Texas 83, No. 15 Maine 
54: Jatarie White scored 17 
points and the host Longhorns 
used an overwhelming first half 
to romp to a win over Maine. 

Hosting the first two rounds for 
the third consecutive year, Texas 
smothered the America East 
Conference tournament champi¬ 
ons from the opening tip. Texas 
(27-6) led 45-18 by halftime with 
a combination of dominant re¬ 
bounding and speed in transition 
led by guards Lashann Higgs and 
Brooke McCarty. Higgs scored 
15 and Ariel Atkins scored 16. 

No. 3 UCLA 71, No. 14 Ameri¬ 
can 60: At Los Angeles, Monique 
Billings scored 20 points and had 
10 rebounds, Kennedy Burke 
added 15 points to lead the Bru¬ 
ins (25-7). 

No. 11 Creighton 76, No. 6 
Iowa 70: At Los Angeles, Jaylyn 
Agnew scored 24 points and Syd¬ 
ney Lamberty added 20 to lead 
the Bluejays (19-12) to an upset. 

Agnew and Lamberty com¬ 
bined to make 16 of 26 shots. 

No. 7 Arizona State 73, No. 
10 Nebraska 62: At Austin, 



Tony Dejak/AP 


Central Michigan’s Tinara 
Moore, left, and Kyra Bussell 
celebrate after beating LSU in a 
first-round game on Saturday 

Texas, Robbi Ryan scored 16 
points and Kianna Ibis added 14 
to lead the Sun Devils. 

Arizona State moves on to the 
second round for the fifth straight 
season with a chance to make the 
Sweet 16 for the second time in 
four years. 

No. 9 Oklahoma State 84, No. 
8 Syracuse 57: At Starkviiie, 
Miss., freshman Jaden Hobbs 
scored a career-high 27 points, 
Loryn Goodwin and Kaylee Jen¬ 
sen added 19 for the Cowgirls. 

The 5-foot-8 Hobbs made eight 
of nine three-point attempts, 
blowing the game open single- 
handedly by making four threes 
in quick succession late in the 
third quarter. 

Lexington Regional 

No. 4 Stanford 82, No. 13 
Gonzaga 68: Alanna Smith 
scored 20 points, freshman Kiana 
Williams made a sensational 
NCAA Tournament debut, and 
the host Cardinal beat cold-shoot- 
ing Gonzaga. 

Stanford (23-10) used a 9-0 run 
late in the third to pull away and 
overcame a tough shooting per¬ 
formance by Brittany McPhee, 
who had 11 points on 4-for-12 
shooting. 

No. 12 Florida Gulf Coast 
80, No. 5 Missouri 70: At Stan¬ 
ford, Calif, China Dow scored 21 
points and played stingy defense 
in the paint against Missouri star 
Sophie Cunningham, and Florida 
Gulf Coast pulled off an upset. 

Cunningham took over on the 
low block to get Missouri (24-8) 
going and scored a season-high 35 
points — most by a Tigers player 
in an NCAA tournament game 
— and made 14 of 16 free throws. 
But she didn’t get much help. 

Dow made two free throws 
with 1:12 left as the Eagles kept 
pushing until the final buzzer to 
run their winning streak to 11 
games with a 21st victory in the 
last 22 games. 
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Poole's late three sinks Houston 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Michigan guard Jordan Poole (2) is chased by forward Moritz Wagner (13) after making a three-point 
basket at the buzzer Saturday to beat Houston 64-63 in the second round in Wichita, Kan. 


Associated Press 

WICHITA, Kan. — The un¬ 
flappable freshman with swag 
to spare let loose a long three- 
pointer just as the buzzer sound¬ 
ed, watched it splash through the 
net and took off on a dead sprint 
around the arena. 

“I saw everybody celebrating,” 
Michigan’s Jordan Poole said 
later, “and I always thought if I 
hit a shot like that, I didn’t want 
to get tackled. So I tried to avoid 
everybody.” 

He finally gave up, allowing the 
sweetest of parties to truly begin. 

Poole’s buzzer-beater, which 
came after Houston squandered 
a chance to lock up a spot in the 
Midwest Region semifinals, lifted 
the third-seeded Wolverines to 
a 64-63 victory Saturday — and 
left longtime coach John Beilein 
struggling to find the right words. 

Dramatic? That’s a good place 
to start. 

“I’m just trying to appreciate the 
moment of what just happened,” 
Beilein said. “When he makes that 
shot. I’m making sure the shot got 
off. I’m managing my team. I can’t 
even look at the celebration.” 

“We did not play well, and credit 
Houston for that,” he said. “Some¬ 
times you feel, well, geez, why did 
we win? But I’ve been on the other 
end of those many, many times. 
We got a fortunate break.” 

That came when Devin Davis 
had a chance to seal the win, 
and the Cougars’ gritty forward 
missed a pair of foul shots with 
3.6 seconds left. The Wolverines 


(30-7) called their final play, and 
Muhammad-Ali Abdur-Rahkman 
found Poole on the wing. 

The youngster’s shot hit noth¬ 
ing but net. 

“Sports is a great metaphor 
for life sometimes. It’s not al¬ 
ways fair,” Houston coach Kel¬ 
vin Sampson said. “I thought our 
team deserved to win that game. 
For 39 minutes, 57 seconds, I 
thought we were the better team. 
Credit their kid for hitting a big 


shot. It was a big, big shot he hit.” 

Abdur-Rahkman and Moe 
Wagner scored 12 points apiece 
to lead Michigan. 

Rob Gray scored 23 points and 
Davis finished with 17 for the 
sixth-seeded Cougars (27-8), who 
were trying to reach their first 
Sweet 16 since the last of the Phi 
Slama Jama teams in 1984. 

No. 4 Gonzaga 90, No. 5 Ohio 
St. 84: At Boise, Idaho, Zach 
Norvell Jr. had 28 points, Rui 


Hachimura added 25 and Gonza¬ 
ga is headed back to the Sweet 16. 

Norvell hit the late tiebreak¬ 
ing three-pointer against UNC- 
Greensboro in the opening round 
to help the Zags advance. The con¬ 
fident freshman made six of 11 
from the arc against Ohio State to 
lead Gonzaga (32-4) to the Sweet 
16 for the fourth straight season. 

Keita Bates-Diop had 28 points 
and Kam Williams 19 for Ohio 
State. 


Kentucky routs Buffalo, halts Midwest’s string of upsets 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho — Kentucky put an end to 
any upset talk on its watch Saturday, getting 
27 points and a near-perfect shooting game 
from Shai Gilgeous-Alexander in a 95-75 pul- 
laway from 13th-seeded Buffalo. 

Gilgeous-Alexander went lO-for-12 and 
made both of his three-point attempts to send 
fifth-seeded Kentucky (26-10) to the Sweet 16 


for the second straight season. 

Coming into the day, the tournament was 
still reverberating from Maryland-Baltimore 
County’s 16 vs. 1 stunner over Virginia. Villa- 
nova and Duke both rolled early; the evening 
slate started with Kentucky, and the Wild¬ 
cats, with their all-freshman starting lineup, 
trailed only once: 2-0. 

It wasn’t a runaway until the last 7 
minutes. 

Buffalo (27-9), which got here with a 21- 


point blowout over Arizona, twice trimmed a 
double-digit lead to five midway through the 
second half 

Gilgeous-Alexander answered both times 
— once with a three-pointer to extend the lead 
to eight, then again a few minutes later with 
a three-point play that started a 12-2 run and 
put the game away. 

Hamidou Diallo also went off—going 9-for- 
12 and scoring all but four of his 22 points in 
the second half for the Wildcats. 


EAST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 

Villanova 81, Alabama 58 

At Dallas 

Texas Tech 69, Florida 66 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Purdue (29-6) vs. Butler (21-13) 

At San Diego 

Marshall (25-10) vs. W. Virginia (25-10) 

At Boston 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Villanova (32-4) vs. Marshall-West Vir- 
ginia-Murray State winner 

Purdue-Butler winner vs. Texas Tech 
(26-9) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinal winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 
Kentucky 95, Buffalo 75 
At Dallas 

Loyola of Chicago 63, Tennessee 62 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, NX. 

UMBC (25-10) vs. Kansas State (23-11) 

At Nashville, Tenn. 

Cincinnati (31-4) vs. Nevada (28-7) 

At Atlanta 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 

UMBC-Kansas State winner vs. Ken¬ 
tucky (26-10) 

Cincinnati-Nevada winner vs. Loyola 
of Chicago (30-5) 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinal winners 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Pittsburgh 
Duke 87, Rhode Island 62 

At Wichita, Kan. 

Kansas 83, Seton Hall 79 

Sunday, March 18 
At Detroit 

Michigan State (30-4) vs. Syracuse 
(22-13) 

At Viejas Arena 
San Diego 

Auburn (26-7) vs. Clemson (24-9) 

At CenturyLink Center Omaha 
Omaha, Neb. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Kansas (29-7) vs. Auburn/Clemson 
Duke (28-7) vs. Michigan State/Syra¬ 
cuse 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At Boise, Idaho 
Gonzaga 90, Ohio State 84 
At Wichita, Kan. 

Michigan 64, Houston 63 

Sunday, March 18 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

North Carolina (26-10) vs. Texas A&M 
(21-12) 

At Bridjgestone Arena 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Xavier (29-5) vs. Florida State (21-11) 

At STAPLES Center 
Los Angeles 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 

Xavier-Florida State winner vs. Gon¬ 
zaga (32-4) 

North Carolina-Texas A&M winner vs. 
Michigan (30-7) 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 
South champion vs. West champion 
East champion vs. Midwest champion 
National Championship 
Monday, April 2 
Semifinal winners 


Again: Sister Jean’s prayers answered again for Loyola-Chicago 


FROM BACK PAGE 

After Loyola almost lost the ball on an 
out-of-bounds call confirmed on replay, 
Custer took the inbounds pass with 10 
seconds left, dribbled left and then right, 
pulled up and let go of the winner. 

The Vols’ Jordan Bone got a decent look 
at last-gasp three, but it bounced away, and 
Custer threw the ball off the scoreboard 
high above the court as he was mobbed 
by teammates in the same spot that the 
Ramblers celebrated Ingram’s dramatic 
winner. 

“I’ve seen him make one, two dribble, 
one-two pull-up probably a million times,” 
said Ben Richardson, who won two high 
school state championships with Custer in 
Kansas and has been his teammate since 
third grade. “He makes it like a 98 percent 


clip.” 

The Ramblers fell behind 15-6 in less 
than 5 minutes before the Volunteers 
missed their next nine shots and fell behind 
for the first time on Custer’s three-pointer 
with 6 minutes left in the first half 

Admiral Schofield scored 11 of those 
first 15 Tennessee points but didn’t score 
again until a three nearly 32 minutes later 
that started a rally from a 10-point deficit 
in the final 4 minutes by the SEC regular- 
season co-champions. 

Tennessee coach Rick Barnes lost at 
American Airlines Center, home of the 
NBA’s Dallas Mavericks, for the first time 
in six NCAA games. The first four wins 
were during his 17 seasons leading the 
Texas Longhorns. 

“It’s always a tough way to lose a basket¬ 
ball game, buzzer-beaters,” Barnes said. 


“Had the ball with a chance to tie or go 
ahead and we did it. They had the ball with 
a chance to win, and they did it.” 

Schmidt, a high school basketball player 
in San Francisco in the 1930s who leads 
the pregame prayer and gives the players 
feedback after, wasn’t the only one pulling 
hard for Loyola. 

Late-arriving fans waiting for crowd fa¬ 
vorite Texas Tech in the late game joined 
the raucous Ramblers supporters wearing 
maroon-and-gold scarfs and standing al¬ 
most the entire game in sections across the 
court from their team’s bench. 

“It’s great to get some exposure for our 
school and our fans,” Richardson said. 
“And on the national stage, we know there’s 
so many loyal fans that have come up to us, 
that have been fans since ‘63, the national 
championship team, and they’re so proud 


of us.” 

Aundre Jackson, who grew up in the 
Dallas area, led Loyola with 16 points, 
and Custer had 10. Schofield scored 14 for 
Tennessee. 

Big picture: Loyola-Chicago: A special 
run continues and the Ramblers might not 
be one-year wonders. Several key play¬ 
ers will be back, including Custer, fellow 
junior guard Marques Townes and fresh¬ 
man center Cameron Krutwig. The Ram¬ 
blers probably won’t have to wait another 
33 years this time. 

Tennessee: Letting a quick lead get 
away will hurt for the Vols, although the 
rally is a boost for a starting lineup with no 
seniors. It was the first NCAA trip in three 
seasons at Tennessee for Barnes, who took 
the Longhorns 16 times in 17 years. 
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Gene J. Puskar/AP 

Rhode Island’s E.C. Matthews 
hugs coach Dan Hurley after 
Saturday’s 87-62 loss to Duke. 

Blue Devils 
romp in win 
over Rams 

By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The same 
message comes from Mike 
Krzyzewski almost daily. While 
the Hall-of-Fame Duke coach 
makes an effort to mix it up when 
talking to his ridiculously young 
and ridiculously loaded team, the 
theme never changes. 

This moment in the NCAA 
Tournament is precious. Don’t 
take it for granted. Especially if it 
turns out to be the only one you’ll 
get. 

Marvin Bagley III and the rest 
of his potentially one-and-done 
teammates appear to be all ears. 
The Atlantic Coast Conference 
Player of the Year poured in 22 
points to go with nine rebounds 
and the second-seeded Blue Dev¬ 
ils overwhelmed seventh-seeded 
Rhode Island 87-62 on Saturday 
to earn the program’s 26th trip to 
the Sweet 16. 

“After seeing these last couple 
games, these last few days of bas¬ 
ketball, seeing what can happen, 
we have an idea that this tour¬ 
nament anything can happen,” 
Bagley said. “We can’t look ahead. 
We’ve got to worry about now.” 

And the rest of the field might 
need to start worrying about the 
Blue Devils (28-7), who will play 
either Michigan State or Syracuse 
in the Midwest Regional semifi¬ 
nal in Omaha, Nebraska next Fri¬ 
day. Duke shot 57 percent (29 of 
51) from the floor, finished with 
20 assists and never let the Rams 
(26-8) in it following a 23-5 burst 
midway through the first half. 

E.C. Matthews led Rhode Is¬ 
land with 21 points but the Rams 
looked confounded at times by 
Duke’s much improved zone de¬ 
fense. A weakness during a mini¬ 
swoon in late January, the Blue 
Devils are no longer treating de¬ 
fense like a chore they’re forced 
to complete before getting the 
ball back in their hands. 

“They played and looked like 
an NBA team out there,” Rhode 
Island coach Danny Hurley said. 

Pretty much. Of course, the 
coach is pretty good too. The vic¬ 
tory was the 1,099th of Krzyze- 
wski’s career, breaking a tie with 
late Tennessee women’s coach 
Pat Summitt for the most wins in 
NCAA history. 


Villanova rolls past Tide 


Bridges’ big second half 
lifts top-seeded Wildcats 


Jayhawks hold 
off Seton Hall 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 


By Dan Gelston 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Jay Wright 
had some late-night restlessness 
because he could not turn off the 
TV as long as Virginia and UMBC 
were still playing. He met his Vil¬ 
lanova team in the morning and 
the players at the breakfast tables 
were buzzing over basketball’s 
biggest upset. 

The reverberation from the 16- 
over-1 stunner was felt by another 
tourney top seed. 

“There was a lot of attention 
with that,” guard Donte DiVin- 
cenzo said. “We’re a 1 seed so it 
was more attention for us.” 

In the March spotlight, Villano¬ 
va showed how a No. 1 seed takes 
cares of business. 

Mikal Bridges hit five threes, 
scored 23 points and helped Vil¬ 
lanova put the field on notice that 
it’s the team to beat with an 81-58 
win over ninth-seeded Alabama 
on Saturday. 

The Wildcats (32-4) are in 
the Sweet 16 for the first time 
since they won the 2016 national 
championship. Bridges, Jalen 
Brunson, Phil Booth — and yes. 
The Big Ragu — look every bit 
the favorite to make it two in 
three years. 

Villanova plays Friday in Bos¬ 
ton against the Marshall-West 
Virginia winner. 

“My good vibes are com¬ 
ing from how this team’s play¬ 
ing, how unselfishly they play,” 
Wright said. 

The sport is still buzzing from 


Villanova’s Mikal Bridges, right, blocks a shot by Alabama’s Galin 
Smith during the second half of Saturday’s second-round game in 
Pittsburgh. Bridges scored 23 points in the Wildcats’ 81-58 win. 


top-seeded Virginia’s 20-point 
loss to 16th-seeded UMBC on 
Friday night. 

Alabama (20-16) failed to make 
it two No. Is KO’d in less than 24 
hours. 

After a tense first half in a 
round that has given the program 
fits, the Wildcats hit their first six 
threes in the second and put on 
a thrashing up there among the 
most dominant under Wright. 

Bridges, who averaged 17.9 
points and played his way into 
a likely NBA draft lottery pick, 
scored 1 point and missed all five 
shots in the first half He found 
his groove once the second half 
tipped. Bridges scored the first 


5 points of the half and then fin¬ 
ished a thunderous alley-oop on a 
pass from Booth that made it 41- 
27 and sent the Wildcats wildly 
waving their arms in celebration 
headed into a timeout. 

DiVincenzo — the redhead¬ 
ed guard nicknamed “The Big 
Ragu” — scored all 18 of his 
points in the half Villanova at¬ 
tempted 20 threes (made seven) 
out of 27 shots. 

“We just had to withstand that 
first initial hit, and then once we 
got comfortable out there with 
each other, we started defend¬ 
ing at a higher rate,” DiVincenzo 
said. “I just think we wore down 
their men.” 


WICHITA, Kan. — Udoka Azubuike had prac¬ 
ticed once in the last 11 days because of a lingering 
knee injury, and the mammoth Kansas forward’s 
three-minute stretch in the opening round of the 
NCAA Tournament was about as underwhelming as 
his herky-jerky free-throw stroke. 

He managed to go 22 minutes against Seton Hall 
on Saturday night. 

Azubuike stood toe-to-toe with the Pirates’ bruis¬ 
ing Angel Delgado, and drew enough attention on 
offense to spring his high-scoring guards for open 
looks. The result was 28-points from teammate 
Malik Newman, another 16 from Svi Mykhailiuk, 
and a gritty 83-79 victory that pushed the top-seed¬ 
ed Jayhawks to their third straight Sweet 16. 

“If ‘Doke wasn’t able to come back from his in¬ 
jury, we don’t win,” coach Bill Self said. 

Lagerald Vick added 13 points for Kansas (29-7), 
which converted every crucial play down the stretch 
to advance to the semifinals of the Midwest Region. 

Delgado finished with 24 points and 23 rebounds 
in a virtuoso effort for the No. 8 seed Pirates (22-11), 
who snapped a four-game NCAA Tournament skid 
in the opening round. But he was less effective when 
Azubuike was in the game, a matchup that often 
sounded like battleships colliding. 

“It stinks, basically, to leave like this,” Delgado 
said, “because we had so much expectation. We 
wanted to win every game, be the best team in the 
tournament.” 


Charlie Riedel/AP 

Kansas center Udoka Azubuike dunks against 
Seton Hall during Saturday’s second-round game 
in Wichita, Kan. The Jayhawks won 83-79. 



Tony Gutierrez/AP 


Texas Tech guard Keenan Evans 
celebrates during Saturday’s 
69-66 win over Florida in Dallas. 

Texas Tech 
tops Florida 
to advance 

By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — Keenan Evans 
treats every game like senior 
night and is doing all he can to 
keep playing for Texas Tech. 

Next stop: Sweet 16. 

“Once you get to this point, it’s 
just like, man. I’m not ready for it 
to end,” Evans said. “And here we 
are getting another week to pre¬ 
pare and play the game we love.” 

Evans scored 22 points, mak¬ 
ing the tiebreaking three-pointer 
with 2 V 2 minutes before his alley- 
oop pass on the punctuating dunk, 
as third-seeded Texas Tech beat 
Florida 69-66 on Saturday night 
in the NCAA Tournament. 

The Red Raiders, in their sec¬ 
ond year with head coach Chris 
Beard, are going into the second 
weekend of the tournament for 
the first time since 2005. 

“It’s amazing. I feel like words 
can’t really describe this journey 
with these guys,” Evans said. 
“Coach Beard came in and said 
he was going to win. And after 
last season, it was a disappoint¬ 
ment, he told us we were going to 
get to this tournament next year. 
We were going to make a run. 
And he kept his word.” 

While the next loss will end All- 
Big 12 guard Evans’ career, high¬ 
flying freshman Zhaire Smith is 
just getting started. 

Smith had 18 points, nine re¬ 
bounds and seven assists, and 
was on the receiving end of an 
alley-oop pass with 29 seconds 
left that punched the ticket for the 
Red Raiders (26-9) to go to Bos¬ 
ton to play Purdue or Butler next 
Friday night in the East Region. 

“He has no ceiling,” Evans said 
of Smith. 

Chris Chiozza did go the length 
of the court for a Florida layup 
with 25 seconds left before Evans 
lost the ball when trying to fight 
through a double-team after the 
inbound pass. 

The Gators gathered the ball 
after a wild scramble. Egor Kou- 
lechov and KeVaughn Allen both 
had three-point attempts in the 
final 10 seconds that came up 
short. 

Florida (21-13) fell short of the 
Sweet 16 — and the Elite Eight — 
for the first time in their last six 
NCAA Tournament appearances. 
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Record-setting Huskies 

UConn women set mark for 

points » NCAA Tournament, Page 29 



The Loyola Ramblers celebrate a 63-62 win against Tennessee in the second round of the NCAA Tournament with team chaplain 
Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt on Saturday in Dallas. Right: Clayton Custer hits the winning three-pointer with 3.6 seconds left. 

Ramblers do it again 

Another buzzer-beater sends No. 11 seed Loyola-Chicago to Sweet 16 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — Loyola-Chicago’s Sweet 16 
dreams bounced on the front of the rim, 
lightly touched the backboard, and rattled 
a couple times before slipping through the 
net. 

Another prayer answered in the waning 
seconds, and now Sister Jean’s Ramblers 
are heading to Atlanta. 

Clayton Custer’s jumper got that friend¬ 
ly bounce with 3.6 seconds left, and 11th- 
seeded Loyola beat Tennessee 63-62 in a 
South Regional second-round game Satur¬ 


day night. 

Custer’s winner came two days after 
Donte Ingram’s buzzer-beating three from 
the March Madness logo against Miami, 
surely to the delight of Sister Jean Dolores 
Schmidt, the team chaplain and occasional 
coach, watching from her wheelchair on a 
platform near the main TV cameras. 

“The only thing I can say, glory to God for 
that one,” Custer said. “The ball bounced 
on the rim and I got a good bounce.” 

The Ramblers were the long-shot story 
of the first round — until 16th-seed UMBC 
beat No. 1 Virginia to pull off the biggest 
upset in NCAA Tournament history. That’ll 


be hard for the Ramblers (30-5) to top, but 
they’re working on it. 

The Missouri Valley champions broke 
the school record for wins set by the 1963 
NCAA championship team. The small 
Catholic college in the heart of Chicago will 
play the Cincinnati-Nevada winner in the 
regional semifinals Thursday in Atlanta. 

“Of course,” Schmidt said when asked if 
she’ll be with the team. 

No. 3 seed Tennessee (26-7) took its only 
lead of the second half on a three-point play 
by Grant Williams with 20 seconds left. 

SEE AGAIN ON PAGE 30 


No. 1 Villanova, No. 2 Duke cruise 
into third round » Page si 



Freshman Poole’s last-second three lifts 
Michigan over Houston » Page so 















